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TO 

Mrs. B RID GEN: 

MADAM, 

THIS new Edition of the Eng- 
lifh Baron begs permiflion to 
acknowledge your patronage and 
prote&ion, of which it has long 
fince felt the advantages, - 

You caft an eye of favour upon 
his firft appearance, under all the dis- 
advantages of an incorredi: and very 
faulty impreffion ; You tdok him out 
of % this degrading drefs, and encou- 
raged him to aiTume a graceful and 
ornamental habit. 

You did ftill more for him — You 

took upon yourfelf the trouble to re- 

vife and corredt the errors of the firft 

impreffion ; and* in fliort, you gave 

A 2 him 



DEDICATION. 

him all the graces neceflary to folicit 
and obtain the ^notice and appro* 
bation of the Public. 

The Author cannot fully enjoy 
her fuccefs, without acknowleging 
from whence fhe in a great meafure 
derives it* 

You, Madam, as becomes the 
daughter of Richardfon, are more 
folicitous to deferve the acknow- 
ledgments of a grateful heart, than 
to receive them. — You have no 
reafon to fufpeft me of flattery, but 
of vanity, you may, in wifhing to 
mention your name thus publicly as 
the patronefs and friend of, 

MADAM, 

Your moft obliged humble Servant, 
CLARA REEVE 



Sept. i, 1 
1780. / 



PREFACE. 



AS this Story is of a fpecics which, 
though not new, is out of the 
common track, it has been thought 
necefTary to point out fome circum- 
ftances to the Reader, which wHl eluci- 
date the defign, and, it is hoped, will 
induce him to form a favourable, as 
well as a right judgment of the work 
before him. 

This Story is the literary offspring 
of the Cattle of Otranto, written upon 
the fame plan, with a defign to unite 
the mod attradttve and interefting cir- 
cumftarices of the ancient Romance 
and modern Novel, at the fame time it 
affumes* a chara&er and manner of its 
own, that differs from both; it is dif- 
tinguifhed by the appellation of a 
Gothic Story, being a pi&ure of Gothic 
A 3 times 



vi PREFACE. 

times and manners. Fi&itious Stories 
have been the delight of all times and 
all countries, by oral tradition in bar* 
barons, by writing in more civilized 
ones j and although fome perfons of 
wit and learning have condemned them 
indifcriminately, I would venture to 
affirm, that even thofc who fo much 
affedt to defpife them under one form, 
will receive and embrace them under 
another* 

Thus, for inftance, a man fhall ad- 
mire and almoft adore the Epic poems 
of the Ancients, and yet defpife and ex- 
ecrate the ancient Romances, which 
are only Epics in. profe. 

, Hiftory reprefents human nature as 
it is in real life ! — alas, too often a 
melancholy retrofped ! — Romance dif- 
plays only the amiable fide of the 
pijfture,: it (hews the pleafing features, 
and throws a veil over the blemifties: 
Mankind are naturally pleafed with 
what gratifies their vanity j and vanity, 

like 
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like, all other paflions of the human 
hearty , m&y be rendered fubfervient to 
good and ufeful purpofcB. 

I confcfs . that it may be abufed, and 
tjef&m?. . ..ai* inftrum.ent to corrupt the 
manners land morals of mankind; fa 
H)3y pcjetry, , fo may plays, fo may every 
kind; of (Eompofition : but that will 
prove nothing naore; than the old faying 
lately revived by the philofophers the 
rpofl: in fafhion* . " that every earthly 
€c thing has two handles.'* 
■ The-. JAufinefs qC. Romance is,.firft, to 
excite ^he a^ntipn^; and fecondly, to. 
direft it to fome ufeful, or at leaft inno- 
cent, end i Happy, the writer who at- 
tains both thefe points, like Richardfonji 
Md not unfortunate, or undeferving 

pr&fo ^ e w ^o g^ ns °fdy t ^ e latter 
qn$t furnifhes out an entertainment for 
t&e reader ! 

Having, in fome degree, opened my 

defign, I beg leave to conduft my* 

leader Ijajqk again, till he comes within 

A 4 view 
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view of the Caftle of Otranro; a work 
which, as already has been obferved, is 
an attempt to unite the various merits 
and graces of the ancient Romance 
and modern Novel. To attain this 
end, there is required a fufficient 
degree of the marvellous, to. excite the 
attention $ enough of the manners of 
real life, to give an air of probability 
to the work j and enough of the pa- 
thetic,, to engage the heart in it*' 
behalf. , > ■ " 

The took we have mentioned is 
excellent in the two laft points, but h?s* 
a redundancy in the firft: the opening 
excites the attention very ftronglyj 
the condud of the ftory is cartful and 
judicious; the chacafrers are admirably 
drawn and fupported; the diftioni 
j>o!ifhed afid elegant; yet, with all 
thefe brilliant advantages, it palls upon 
the mind (though it does not upon the 
car) j and the reafon is obvious^ the 

machinery 
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machinery is fo violent, that it deftroy* 
the effeft it is intended to excite. Had 
the (lory been kept within the utmoft 
verge of probability, the effcft had been 
preserved, without lofing the lead cir- 
cumftance that excites or detains the 
attention. 

For inftance; we can conceive, and 
allow of, the appearance of a ghoft ; we 
can even difpenfe with an enchanted 
fword and helmet; but then they mult 
keep within certain limits of credibi* 
lity : A fword fo large as to require an 
hundred men to lift it; a helmet that 
by its own weight forces a paflagc 
through a court-yard, , into an arched 
vault, big enough for a man to go 
through; a pi&ure that walks out of 
its frame; a flcclcton ghoft in a her- 
mit's cowl :— When your expectation ; 
is wound up to the higheft pkch r thefe 
circumftances take it down with a 
witnefs, deftroy the work of imagina- 
A 5 nor*, 
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tion, and, jnftead of attention, excite 
laughter. I was both furprifed and 
vexed to find the enchantment dif- 
folved, which I wifhed might continue 
to the end of the book ; and feveral of 
its readers have confeffcd the fame 
difappoinrment to me : The beauties 
are fo numerous, that we cannot bear 
the defe&s, but want it to be perfeft in 
allrefpedb. 

In the courfe of my obfervatioris 
upon this lingular book, it feemed to 
me that it was poffible to compofe 
work • upon the fame plan, wherein 
thefe defeats might be avoided $ and 
-the keeping, as in fainting, might be 
preferved. 

But then I began to fear it might 
happen to me as to certain tranflators, 
and imitators of Shakefpeare ; the 
unities may be preferved, while the 
fpirit is evaporated. However, I ven- 
tured to attempt it 5 I read the .begin- 



ning 



PREFACE. xi 

Hing to a circle of friends of approved 
judgment, and by their approbation 
was encouraged to proceed, and to 
finifli it. 

By the advice of the fame friends I 
printed the firft Edition in the country, 
where it circulated chiefly, very fewr 
copies being fent to London; and 
being thus encouraged, I have deter- 
mined to offer a fecond Edition to that 
Public which has fo often rewarded the 
efforts of thofe, who have endeavoured 
to contribute to its entertainment. 

The work has lately undergone & 
revifion and correction, the former 
Edition being very incorreft j and by 
the earned folicitation of feveral friends,, 
for whofe judgment I have the greateft 
deference, I have confented to a change 
of the title from the Champion of Virtu* 
to the Old Englifi Baron :—as that cha- 
racter is thought to be the principal 
one in the ftory. 

A6 THE, 
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OLD ENGLISH BARON 



GOTHIC STORY. 



IN the minority of Henry the Sixth, King 
of England, when the renowned John, 
Duke of Bedford, was Regent of France, and 
Humphrey, the good Duke of Gloucefter, was 
Prote&or of England, a worthy Knight, 
called Sir Philip Harclay, returned from hi* 
travels to England, his native country. He 
hadferved under the glorious King Henry the 
Fifth with dittinguifhed valour, had acquired 
an honourable fame, and was no lefs efteemed 
for Chriftian virtues than for deeds of chival- 
ry. After the death of his Prince, he entered 
into the fervice of the Greek emperor, and 
diftinguiftted his courage againft the encroach- 
ments 
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x THE OLD ENGLISH BARON; 
ments of the Saracens. In a battle there, he 
took prifoner a certain Gentleman, by name 
M. Zadi/ky, of Greek extra&ion, but brought 
up by a Saracejj Qfficer ;-. thjs. map he con- 
verted to the Chriftian faith-; after \t>hich he 
bound him tohimfelf by the ties of friendflup 
and gratitude, and he refolved to continue 
with his Benefactor. After thirty years travel 
and warlike fervice, he determined to return 
to his native land, and to fpend the remainder 
of his life in peace* and, by devoting limifelf 
to works of piety and charity, prepare for a 
better flate hereafter. 

^ This noble Knight had, in his early yqutjj, 
contracted a ftric~l friendship with the pnly foil 
of the Lord Lovel j a gentleman of eminent 
virtues and accompii&mQnts. During Sir 
Philip's refidence in foreign countries, he had 
•^tuaendy written to his friejitf, and had for 
a time .received anfwersj the laft informefl 
him of the death of old Lord Lovel, and the 
marriage of the young one ; but from that 
time he had heard no more from him. Sir 
Philip irnputed }t not to neglefl: or forg^tful- 
nefc, }>ut to tlje difficulties of Lntercourfe r 
: common at that tjme , to all travellers and 

adventurers. 
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adventurer*. When he w*s returning home* 
he refolved, after looking into his family af- 
fairs, to viftt the caftle of Lovel, and inquire 
into the fituation of his friend. He landed in 
Kent, attended by his Greek friend and two 
faithful fervants, one of which was maimed 
by the wounds he had received in the defence 
of his mafter. , 

Sir Philip went to his family-feat in York? 
fhire ; he found his mother and lifter were 
dead, and his eftates fequeftered in the hands 
of Commiffioners appointed by the Profe&o?* 
He . was , obliged to prpve the reality of his 
claim, and the identity of his perfon (by the 
teftimony of jqme of the old fervants of his 
•family) after which every thing was reftorejd 
to him. He took poffeffion of his own houfc, 
eftablifhed his houfhold, fettled the old fer- 
vants in their former ftajions, andplaced fhdjs 
he brought home in the lipper offices of his 
family* He then left his friend to fuperintend 
his domeftic affairs; and, attended by pnly 
one of his ojd fervants, he fet out for the 
caftle of Love], in the weft of England* 
They travelled by eafy journeys ; but, to- 
wards the evening of the fecond d»y>*the fer- 
. . van* 
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vant was fo ill and fatigued tie could go no 
further; he flopped at an inn where he grew 
worfe every hour, and the next day expired* 
Sir Philip was under g*eat concern for the 
lofs of his fervant, and feme for himfelf, being 
alone in a ftrange place; "however, he took 
courage, ordered his fervant's funeral, attend* 
ed h himfelf, and, having flhed a tear of hu- 
manity over his grave, proceeded alone on his 
journey. 

As he drew near the eftateof hfe friend, he 
began to enquire of every one he met, whe- 
ther the Lord Lovel refined at the feat of his 
anceftors? He was anfwered by one, he 
did not know; — by another, he could not 
tell ; — by a third, that he never heard of fuck 
a perfon. Sir Philip thought it ftrange that a v 
man of Lord Lovel's confe^iieBce fhould be 
unknown in his own neighbourhood, and 
where his anceftors had ttfuaUy refided. He 
ruminated on the uncertainty of human hap- 
pinefs : u This world, (aid he, has nothing 
for a wife man to depend upon. I have loft 
all my relations, and moftof my friends; and 
am even uncertain whether any are remain- . 
ing : - 1 will, however, be thankful for the 

buffings* 
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MeffingS' that are fpared to me ; and I will 
endeavour to replace 1 thdfe that I have loft»- 
If irty friend lives, ; he fhall fhare my fortune' 
with me; his children ftrall have the revcrfion 
of it ; and I will fhare his comforts in return. 
But perhaps ^ my friend may have met with 
troubles that have made him difgufted with 
the world : Perhaps he has buried his amiable 
Wife, or his promifirig children ; and, tired of 
public life, he has retired intd a irionaftery. 
Atteaft, I will know what all this lilence 
means." 

When he came within a mile of the caftle 
of Lovel, : he flopped- at a cottage, and alked 
for a draught of water : A peasant, mafter of' 
tffe houfe, brought it, arid afked if his Honour '. 
would alight and take a moment's refrefli- 
roent. Sir Philip accepted his offer, being 
refolved to make farther inquiry before he- 
approached the Caftle. He afked the feme- 
queftions of him that he had before of others. 
—Which Lord Lovel, faid the man, does 
your Honour inquire after ?-^-The mail 
whom I knew was called Arthur, faid Sir 
Fhilip.— Ay, faid the Peafaht, he was the 
only furviving fon of Richard, Lord Lovel, aa 
i I think. 



« THE OLD ENGLISp BARON: 

I think. — Very true, friend, he was far- 
Alas, Sir, (aid the man, he is dead! he /ur- 
vived his father butafliorttime^ -Dead !, by , 
you ? how lomg fince?— About fifteen years, 
to the beft of my remembrance. — Sir Philip 
fighed deeply— Alas, faid he, what do we, by 
living long, but furvive all our friends ! But 
pray tell me how he died ? —I will, Sir, to 
the beft of, my knowledge. An't pleaie your 
Honour, I heard fay, that he attended the 
King when he went, againft the Welfb 
Rebels, and he left his Lady big with child; . 
and. fo there was a battle fought, and the 
Kii&gQtt th* better of the Rebels r There, 
came firit a report that none 9f ^he Officers 
\ycre. . killed > but a few days after there qame 
a.meflei3gei with an account very different* 
that feveral were wounded, and that the Lord 
I*ovel was flain j which fed news overfet i^s 
ajl \vith forrow, for he was a noble Gentle* 
oum, a bountiful Mafter, and the delight of, 
all the neighbourhood. —He was indeed, (aid 
Sir Philip, ail that is amiable and good j he 
W^s my dear aud noble friend, and I am in- 
confolabk for hislofs: But the unfortunate* 
Lady, what became of her ?— Why, an't 

pleafe 
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pleafe your Honour, they faid fhe died of grief 
for the lofs of her hufband; but her death 
was kept private for a time, and we did not 
know, it for certain tiH feme weeks after- 
wards. — The will of Heaven be obeyed ! faid 
Sir Philip ; but who fucceedfcd to the title 
and eftate ? The next heir, faid the Peafant, 
a kinfman of the deceafed, Sir Walter Lovel 
by name. — I. have feen him, (aid Sir Philip^ 
formerly j but where was he whenthefe events 
happened f— At the caftle of Lovel, Sir ; he 
came there on a vifit to the Lady, and \yaited 
there to receive my i Lord* ^tJijSj.retufn^ firqov, 
W^les. When the nevp£.Qf Wsdca^i arrived^ 
Sir Wajter did every thing in his power tOj 
comfort her, and foine faid he was to t^xty A 
her j but fhe refufed to be comforted^ ani 
took it fo to heart that fhe di^cL—rAnd dpe* 
the prefent Lord Lovef refidc at, the (^aftle? . 
—No, Sir.— Who th$nj?— The Lord Baron, 
Fitz-Owen.— And bow caro^ Sjtr Wa]#e$ t%, 
leave the feat of hia anceffcors ? — Why, Sir a: 
he married his filter to this (aid Lord y and f# 
he fold the Caftle toiirn, and went away, and, 
built himfelf a houfe in the north country, as 
£*r as Northumberland, I thinly they call it. 

—That 



* THE OLD ENGLISH BARON: 

—That is very ftrange ! faid Sir Philip.— 
So it is, pleafe your Honour ; but this is all I 
know about it.— I thank you, friend, for 
your intelligence ; I have taken a long jour- 
ney to no purpofe, and have met with nothing 
but crofs accidents. This life is, indeed, a 
pilgrimage ! fray direct me the neareft way 
to the next Monaftery.— Noble Sir, Taid the 
Peafanc, it is full five miles, off, the night is 
coming on, and the ways are bad ; I am but 
a poor man, and cannot entertain your 
Honour as you are ufed to; but if you will 
enter my poor cottage, that, and every thing . 
in it, are at your fervice. My honeft friend, 
I thank you heartily, faid Sir Philip ; your 
Icindnefs and hofpitality might fliame many of 
higher birth and breeding; I ^ trill accept 
your kind offer : But pray let me know the 
name of my hoft ?— John Wyatt, Sir ; an ho- 
neft man though a poor one, and a Chriftiart 
man though a finful one. — Whofe cottage is 4 
this ?— rlt belongs to the Lord Fitz-Owen. — 
What family have you ?— A wife, two font 
and a daughter, who will all be proud to wait 
upon your Honour; let me hold your Ho- 
nour's ftirrup whilft you alight. He feconded 

thefe 
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thefe words by the proper a&ion, and having 
affifted his gueft to demount, he conduced 
him into his houfe, called his wife to attend 
him, and then led his horfe under a poor filed, 
that ierved him as a ftable. §ir, Philip was 
fatigued in body and mind, an<} was glad t» 
.repofe himfelf any where. The courtefy pf 
his hoft engaged his attention, and fatisfied 
his wifhes. He foon after returned, followed 
by a youth of about eighteen years :-Mafcc 
hafle, John, faid the father, and be fitfe you 
lay neither more nor lefs than what I have 
told you. I will, father, faid the lad; and 
immediately fet off, ran like a buck acrofs the 
fields, and was out of fight in an inftant.— I 
.hope, friend, faid Sir Philip, you have not 
fent your fon to provide for my entertainment ; 
I am a foldier, ufed to lodge and fare hard; 
and, if it were other wife, your courtefy and 
kindnefs would give a relifh to the moft ordi- 
nary food,— I wilh heartily, faid Wyatt, it 
was in ray power to entertain your Honour as 
you ought to be j but, as J cannot do fo, I 
will, when my fon returns, acquaint you with 
the errand I fent him on. After this they 
converted together on common fubje^s, like 

fellow- 
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fellow-creatures of the iame natural form and 
' endowments, though different kinds of edu- 
cation had given a confcknis fuperiority to 
the one, a confeious inferiority to the other; 
and the due refpedt was paid by the latter, 
without being exa&ed by the former. In 
about half an hour young John returned.— 
Thou haft made hafte, faid the father.— Not 
more than good fpeeel, quoth the fon.— Tell 
us, then, how you fpeed ?— »ShaH I teU ail 
that faffed ? faid John. — All, laid the father ; 
I don't want to hide any thing. John flood 
with hid cap in his hand, and thus told his 
tale.«-I Went ftraighf to the Gaftle as faft as 
I could run j it was my hap to light on 
young matter Edmund firft, fo I told him 
juft as you bade mey mat a noble Gentleman 
was come a long } journey from foreign parts 
to fee the Lord Lovel, his friend; and hav- 
ing lived abroad many years, he did not know 
that he was dead, and that the Caftle v was 
fallen into other hands; that upon hearing 
thefe tidings he was much grieved and dis- 
appointed, and wanting a night's lodging, to 
reft himfelf before he returned to his own 
home, he was tea <o take up with one 1 - at 
I our 
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i^r bcottage^ r that "my 6rt|er thought my 
Lferd'WOuW be angry \Hth hftn,lf he were 
TK>t tofdofthe ftfariger's jouthey and 'inten- 
turns, efpecially to let futh a man Ke at 
our cottage, where he could neither be lodged 
nor entertained accordMg to his 'quality. 
Here John ftdpped, and his father exclaimed 

-•— A good ted I you did your errand very well ; 
ahd tell to' the T anfwer^ John proceeded— 
Matter Edfatted ordered me fome beer, and 
went toicqilaiht^nyLbrdof the meflage ; he 
Hayed a while, and then fcame back t;o me. 
-^-John/ feid be^ tell the -ttoble-ftninger, that 

/the Baroa (Fitfci-Owei* greets him wfell, and 
defires him to ^ft'kfluded, that though* Lord 
Lovel i^ dead, land the. Cattle fallen into other 
hands, his friends Will ahvays ^find a welcome 
there 5 and my Lord tfefires that he wiH ac- 
cept of a lodging :th£re, while he remains -in 

r this country-^fo I ; iaittc away dife6Hy,- ahd 
made hade to -deliver my errand. 

Sir Phiftp exprefled fdtne diflatisfe&ion at 
this m£rk of old Wyatfs refpea— I' wife, 
faidhc, : that you haa* acquainted me with your 
intention bifore you fent to inform the Baron 
T was 4 here. I choo& rather to * lbdge with 

you; 
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you; and I propofe to matje amends, fir. 
the trouble I (hall give you.— Prtjr, ;&«■, 

. don't mention it, (aid the Peaiant, you ate 
as welcome as myfelf; I hope no o^Fence^ 
the only reafon of my fending was, becaufel 
am both unable and unworthy to entertain 
your Honour.— I am forry, (aid Sir Philif), 
you fliould think me ib dainty* I am * 
Chriftian foldier \ and him I acknowledge for 
my Prince and Mailer, accepted the invita- 
tions of the poor, and walhed the feet of his 
difciples. Let us fay no more on. this head ; 
I am refolved to ftay. this night in your cot- 
tage, to-morrow I will wait on the Baron; 
and thank him for his hofpitable invitation. 

—That fcall be as your Honour pleafes, 
fince you will condefcend to ftay here. John, 

> do you run back and acquaint my Lord of it. 

[ —-Not fo, faid Sir Philip ; it is now almoft 
dark. — *Tis no matter, (aid John, I can go it 
blindfold. Sir Philip then gave him a mef- 

: fage to the Baron in his own name, acquaint- 
ing him that he would pay his refpeds to 
him in the morning. John flew back the 
fecond time, and foon returned with new 
commendations from the Baron, and that he 

would 
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rnevM expeft him on the morrow. Sir Philip 
jjavehim an angel of gold, and praifed his 
fpeetf and abilities* 

Hefupped with Wyatt and his family upon 
new-laid eggs and rafbersr of bacon, with the 
higheft relh%. * They praifed the Creator for 
his gifts, and acknowledged they were tin- 
worthy of the teaft of his bleffings. They 
gave therbeft of their two lofts up to Sir 
Philip, die reft of the family flept in the other, • 
the old, woman and he* daughter in the bed, 
the father and his tfro fons upon clean ftraw. 
-Sir J%ilip*s bed was of a better kind and yet 
much inferior to his ufual accommodations $ 
aieverthekfethe good Knight flept as well in 
Wyatt's cottage, as he could have done in a 
palace. 

During his fteep, many Arrange and inco- ^ 
Jicrent dreams arofe to his imagination. He 
thought he received a meflage from his friend 
Lord Lovel, to come to him at the Caftle; 
that he ftood at the gate and received him ; 
that he ftrove to embrace him, but could not; 
but that hefpoke to this effect:— Though I 
have been dead thefe fifteen years, I ftill com- 
mand here, and none' can enter thefe- gates ' 
B without 
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without my permiffion ; know that it is I , 
that invite, and bid you welcome ; the hopes 
of my houfe reft upon you.— Upon this he 
bid Sir Philip follow him; he led him . 
through many rooms, till at laft he funk down, 
and Sir Philip thought he ftill followed him, 
till he came into a dark and frightful cave, 
where he difappeared, and in his fteaa 1 he be- . 
held a complete fuit of armour (rained with 
blood, which belonged to his friend, and he 
thought he heard difmai groans from beneath, 
Prefently after, he thought he was hurried 
away by an invifible hand, and led into a 
wild heath, where the people were enclofing 
the ground, and making preparations for twa 
combatants; the trumpet founded, and a 
voice called out ftill louder, — Forbear ! It is 
not permitted to be revealed till the time is 
ripe for the event: wait with patience on 
the decrees of Heaven. — He was then trans- 
ported to his own houfe, where, going into an 
unfrequented room, he was again met by his 
friend, who was living, and in all the bloom 
of youth, as' when he firft knew him; he 
ftarted at the fight, and awoke. The fun 
(hone upon his curtains, and, perceiving it 

was 



'twas day, he fat up, and recolle&ed where he 
was; The images that impreffed his fleeping 
fancy remained ftrongly on his mind waking; 
but^nis reafon ftrove to difperfe them $ it was 
natural' that the ftory he had heafd fhould 
create thefe ideas, that they fhould wait on 
hirii in his fleep, and that every dream fhould 
bear fome relation td his deceafed friend. 
The fuil dazzled his eyes, the birds ferenaded' 
him' and diverted his attention, and a wood- 
bine fb f fced : its way through the window, 
and ^aled^his ' fenfe of fmelling with its 
fragrance. He arofe, paid his devotions to 
Heaven,' and then carefully defcerided the 
nattftw flairs, and went out at the door of the ' 
coitage. There he faw the induftrious wife 
and daughter of old Wyatf. at their morning 
work, the one milking her cow, the other 
feeding her poultry. He afked for a draught 
of milk, which, with a fiice of rye-bread, 
fcrved to break his raft. He walked about the ' 
fields alone; for old Wyatt and his two fons 
were gone out to their daily labour. He was' 
foori called back by the good woman, who 
told him that a fervant from the Baron waited 
to coriducl him to the Caftle, He tool* leave 
B 2 of 
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of Wyatt's wife, telling her he would fee. heir 
again before he left the country. The daugh- 
ter fetched his horfe, which he mounted* and 
fet forward with the fervant, of whom he 
afted many queftions concerning his matter's 
family. — How long have you lived with: the 
Baron?— Ten years.— Is he a good matter? 
Yes, Sir, and alfo a good hufband and father* 
—What family has he ? — Three fons and a 
daughter.— What age are they of? — The 
eldeft fon is in his feventeenth year, the fe- 
cond in his fixteenth, the others feveral years 
younger ; but befide thefe, my Lord has fe- 
veral young gentlemen brought up with his 
iDwn fons j two of which are his nephews j 
he keeps in his houfe a learned clerk to teach 
them languages 5 and as for all bodily exer- 
cifes> none come near themj there is a fletcher 
to teach them the ufe of the crofs-bow; a 
matter to teach them to ride; another the ufe 
of the fword 5 another learns them to dance ; 
and then they wreftle and run, and have fuch 
activity in all their motions, that it does one 
good to fee them ; and my Lord thinks 
nothing too much to beftow on their educa- 
tion.— Truly, fays Sir Philip, he does the part 

of 
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ef a good parent, and I honour him greatly 
for it* but are the young gentlemen of a 
promifing difpofition ? — Yes, indeed, Sir, aa- 
. fwered the fervant ; the young gentlemen, my 
Lord's ^foias, are hopeful youths; but yet 
> there is one who is thought to exceed them 
all, though he is the fon of a poor labourer.— 
And who is he ? feid the Knight. — One 
Edmund Twyford, die ion of a cottager jn, 
our village ; he is to-be fore as fine a youth 
as ever die fun (hone upon y and of fo Tweet a 
difpofition, that nobody envieehis good for- 
tune.*— What good fortune does he enjoy?— 
Why, Sir, about two years ago, my Lord, at 
his fens requeft, took him into his own, 
fomily v and gives him the fame education as 
his own children;; *hte young Lords dofct 
upon him> efpecially Mafter William, who 
is about his own age: it is fuppoied that He. 
will attend the young Lords when they go to 
the wars, which my -Lord intends they fhall. 
hye and bye, — What you tell ''me* laid Sir 
Philip^ increafes every minute *fy refpeclfor 
your Lord 3 he is an excelleitt father arki 
«Mifter 1 he feeks out merit in obfcurity, he 
B J diftinguiflie* 
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diftinguifhes and rewards it: I honour him 
with all my heart. 

In this manner they converted together till 
they came within view of the Caflle. In aiield 
near the houfe they faw a company cf youths, 
with crofs-bows in their lands, fhooting at a 
mark. — There, faid the fervant, are our young 
gentlemen at their exercifes. Sir Philip flop- 
ped his horfe to obferve them, he heard two or 
three of them cry out-*Edmund is the vidlor f 
He wins the prize ! 1 muft,,faid Sir Philip, 
lake a view* of this Edxiund^nHe jumprtdofF 
his horfe, gave the bridle to the fervant, and 
walked into the field. The young gentlemen 
came up, and paid their refpe&s to htm ; «he 
apologized for intruding upon their, {ports, 
and aiked which was the victor ? Upon' whifch, 
the youth he fpoke to beckoned to 4nothjer, 
who imftiediately advanced, and made his , 
obeifence : as he drew near, Sir Philip fixeil 
bis eye> upon him, with fo much attenti4nfi|^ ( 
.that >he feemed not t;o obferve his cour^dfyancj 
addrefs* L fa lengthy he recollected himfclf, 
and feid x — ]Vyhat i§ yourname* young map ? 
«— Edmuud Twyfprd, replied the youth * -and 
I have the honour to attend upon the Lord 

Fitz- 
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Pitz-Owen's fens. — Pray, noble Sir* faid the 
youth who firft addrefled £ ir Philip, are not 
you the ftranger who is expend by my fa- 
ther ? — I am, Sir, anfvvered he, and I go to 
pay my refpe&s to him.- — Will you excufe 
our attendance, Sir ? we have not yet finish- 
ed our exercifes.^-My dear youth, faid Sir 
Philip, rfo apology is neceflary ; but will you 
favour me with your proper name, that I may 
know to whofe courtefy I am obliged ?— My 
name is William Fftz-Owen; that gentle- 
man is my eldeft brother, Mailer Robert; 
that other my kinfman, Mafter Richard 
Wenlock.— Very well; I thank you, gentle 
Sir; Ibeg yoti not to ftfr another ftep, your 
fervant hold* my horfe,^ Fare well, Sir, faid 
Mafter William; I^hope we (hall have the 
pleafure of meeting you at dinner.— The 
youths returned to their fports, and Sir Philip 
mounted his horfeand proceeded to the Cattle; 
Ae entered it with a deep figh* and melan- 
choly recollections. The Baron received him 
with the utrnoft refpeft and courtefy. He 
gave a brief account of the principal events 
that had happened in the family of Love! 
during his abfence ; he fpoke of the late Lord 
B 4 Lovel 
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Lovel with re(pe&, of the prefent with the 
affection of a brother. Sir Philip, in return, 
gave a brief recital of his own adventures 
abroad, and of the difagreeable circumftancts 
he had met with fince his return home* 
he pathetically lamented the lofs of all his 
friends, not forgetting that of his faithful 
fervant on the way j faying, he could be con- 
tented to give up the world, and retire to a 
religious houfe, but that he was with-held by 
the conflderation, that fome who depended 
entirely upon him, would want bis prefence 
and affiftance* and, beiide that, he thought 
he might be of fervice to many others. The 
JBaron agreed with him in opinion, that a, main 
was of mjuch^moreiervice to the world jwfao 
continued in it, than one who rcttired from ft, 
and gave his fortune to the Churchy whofe 
fervants did not always make die bed: ufe ef 
it* Sir Philip then turned the cojwerfatk>n, 
and congratulated the Ba^on on his hvpeftfl 
family; he praifed their perfons and adjdref% 
*nd warmly applauded the care he beftowed 
on their education. The «Baron t liftened with 
pleafure to the honeft approbation of a worthy 

heart* 
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fieatt, and enjoyed the true happxnefe of a 
parent, x 

Sir Philip then made further enquiry con- 
cerning Edmund, whofe appearance had ftrucfc 
him with an rmpreffion in his favour. That 
toy, feid the Baron, is the ion of a cottager 
fn this neighbourhood ; his uncommon merit 
and gentlenefe of manners, diftwiguifh hin> 
from thofe of his own clafe; from his child* 
hood he attracted the notice and affection of 
' aB that knew him - r he was beloved every 
where but at his father's houfe, and there it 
lfebuld feem that his merits were his crimes>; 
lor the Peafant,, his father, hated him, treated 
him feverely, and at length threatened to turn, 
him out of doors ; he ufed to ruri here and , 
there on errands for my people, and at lengd|_ 
they obliged me to take notice of him j my> 
fons earneftly defired I would take him intfc* 
my family -> I did fo about two years agd, 
intending to make him their fervant; but hfe 
'extraordinary genius and difpofition hav£ x 
obliged me to look upon him in- a fuperior. 
light: perhaps. I may incur the cenfure of 
many people, by giving him fo many ad van- 
tages, and treating him as the companion *# 
B s my 
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my children i .his merit mull juftify, or con- 
demn, my partiality for him ; however* I 
truft that I have fccured to my children a 
faithful fervant of the upper kind, and an 
ufeful friend to my family. Sir Philip 
warmly applauded his generous, hoft, and 
wifhed to be a fharer in his bounty to that 
fijic youth) whole appearance indicated all the 
qualities that had endeared him to his com- 
panions. 

At the hour of dinner the young men pre- 
fented themfelves before their Lord, and his 
gueft. Sir Philip addreffed himfelf to Ed- 
round j he afked him many queftions, and 
received modeft and intelligent anfwers, and 
he grew every minute more pleafed with him. 
-After dinner the youths withdrew with their 
tutor to purfue their ftudies. Sir Philip fet, 
for forne time, wrapt up in meditation. After 

Jbrne minutes, the Baron afked him, if he 
might not be favoured with the fruits of his 
contemplations ? — You fhall, my Lord, an- 
fwered he, for you have a right to them. I 
was thinking, that when many blefjings are 
loft, we fliould cherifh thofe mat remain, and 

;even endeavour to jeplace the others— My 

Lord, 
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-Lord,, I have taken a ftrong liking to tr&t 
youth whom you call Edmund Twyford : I 
have neither children nor relations to claim 
my fortune, nor (hare my affections; your 
Lordfhip has many demands upon your gene- 
rofity; I can provide for this promifing youth 
without doing injuftice to any one 5 will you 
give him to me ? - He is a fortunate boy, faid 
the Baron* to gain your favour fo foon. — My 
Lord, faid the Knight, I will confefs to you, 
that the firft thing that touched my heart iu 
his favour, is aitrong refembknee, he bears to 
a certain dear friend I once had, and. hi* 
•manner refembles him as much as his peifcrv* 
his qualities deferve that he fhould be placed 
in a higher rank; I will adopt him for my 
fon, and introduce hirri into the world as my 
relation, if you will refign him to me : What 
lay ycur^-Sir, faid the Baron, you have 
made a noble offer, and I am too much the 
young man's friend to be a hindrance to nis 
.preferment. It is true, that I intended to- 
) provide for him in my own family; but' I 
.. cannot do it fojeffe&ually as by giving him 'to 
- you, whofe generous affe&ion being unlimited 
by other ties* may in time prefer him to a 
B 6 higfter 
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higher ftation as lie fhall deferre it. I haver 
only cne condition to makes that the lad 
fhall have his option ; for I would not oMige 
him to leave my fervice againft his incli- 
nation.-*- You fay wdl, replied Sir Philip; 
nor would I take htm upon other terms.— 
Agreed then, faid the Baron \ let us fend for 
Edmund hither. A fervant was font to fetch 
him; he came immediately, and his Lotd 
thus befpoke him : — Edmund, you owe eternal 
obligations to this gentleman, who, perceiv- 
ing in you a certain refemblance to a friend 
of his, and liking your behaviour, has taken 
a great affedion for you, infomuch that he 
deiires to receive you into his family : I can- 
not better provide for you than by difpofing 
of you to him ; and, if you have no objec- 
tion, you (hall return home with him. when 
he goes from hence. The countenance of 
Edmund underwent many alterations during 
this propofal of his Lord ; it exprefied tender- 
nefs, gratitude, and forrow, but the laft was 
predominant; he bowed refpe&fuHy to the 
Baron and Sir Philip, and after fome heika- 
tion, fpoke as follows :— I feel very ftrongly 
the obligations I owe to this gentleman, for 

his 
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Ate inefcte-a»d generous Gift* 5 I <?annot «i 
v pre&rche fenfe i have of -&s< geednefe to tee? 
a, peafeht boy* only known to him t jr my 
Lord's «ki*id and partial mention :. this «m* 
cctarioiv bounty claims my eternal grattaide*- 
To- yo«v i»y Wonoure^t Lou^ I owe every 
Ai«g^4veri' this 4*entktt*an's good opinion ^ 
you 'diftkiguifeed me when nobody elfc 4id^ 
and, rtext to you,! your ion* are myibeftand 
dcareft ben*fa£ors r they introduced me to- 
your notice. My - heart & unalterably au 
tached to this houfe and fomily, and my ut- 
moft ambition is |o fpettoy aiy Kfe-ia your 
fervke: But if you have perceived any .great 
and gri^ wus ^fa^k« in- me, that mak^ yo« 
wifh to put me oat of your femWy* and if 
you have recommended me to tfai& gentle- 
man in order to* fee rkj of me, in that cafe I 
will fubrhit to ybUr pkafure, as I would if 
you fhoiild fen tence me tor death* 
:■. During this fpeech the tears made them^ 
. feiVes channels down Edmund's cheeks**, and 
his two noble auditor catching the tender 
infection, wiped their eyes at the conclufiom 
—My dear child, faid the Bar4n, you over- 
come me. by your-tendernefs and gratitude I 

I know 
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I kflpw of np faults ypu ^afc.-cooa.iroitt^ 
tha* I fhould wiiK „to bei rid of you: I 
thought ta doi you the beft fervicc by pro- 
pwrtiog yov to. th^t s of, Sir, Philip Harcky, 
who is both able and willing tp provide for 
you*, but if lyou prefer my fer\oiee te>:his, I 
•witt not port withyau. -Upon! this Edmund 
fcrieelad> to c the .JBArei*^ he embraced his 
knees-^My *bar liordj I am, and will be 
*yo«r fervac*, in, preference to any man living; 
I ©niydaik*y©ur p*rij*ifiii0n, Co live and die in 
your fervice.^-You fee, Sir Philip* ftid the 
JBaron^how this boy f ngagejs tfte : hearts how 
cat) I ^arkwifcht him it- 1 cannot aft you #ny 
more,>anftMered Sir IHvIiffcii. fee k is impof- 
fihle; but: I efteeni you both ftjll; higher than 
ever> the .youdiAvhi^ -gra^i tiide, and your 
Lordfhip fc>K your noble mind and true gene- 
xofity; btef&ngs attend you both! — -Qh, 
Sir, faid EdtfHind, prejkng the hand of Six 
Philip, do not think me ung^ehjijtoj you, 
I will ever remember your goodnefe, and 
pray to heaven to reward it ; the name of 
Sir Philip Harclay fliall be engraven upon 
my heart, next to my Lprd and his family^ 
fQX ever. , Sir Philip raifed the ycjuth and 
■ . > . embraced 
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embraced him, faying,*— If ever you want a 
friend, remember me ; and depend upon -my 
protection, fa long as you Continue to deferve 
it. ' Edmund bowed low, and withdrew, 
with his eyes full of tears of fenfibllity and 
gratitude. When he was gone, Sir Philip \ 
laid, I am thinking, that though young Ed- 
mund wants not my afliftance at prefent, he 
may hereafter ftand in need of my friendfhip. 
I fhould i.ot wonder if fuch rare quajities as 
he poffeffes, fhould one day create envy* add 
raife him' enemies; in which cafe he might 
come to lofe your favour without any fault 
of yours or his own.— I am obliged; to <you 
for the warning, faid die Baron, I hope it will 
be unneceflary.; but if ever I part witfc 
Edmund, you fhall have the refufal of him. 
I thank your Lordfhip fbr all your civilities 
to me, faid the Knight; I leave my belt 
,wifhes witjv you and your hopeful -family, 
and I humbly take my leave. — Will you 
~not flay one night in the Gaftle ? returned 
my Lord ; you fhall be as welcome' a gueft 
as ever.— I acknowledge 'your goodnefs and 
bofpitality, but this houfe fills me with me- 
lancholy recolle&ions y I came hither witii a 

heavy 
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fceav? heart, and *t will not be Kghter white 
X ireftiam here. I (hall always remember * 
your Lordfliip wkh the higheft refpe& and 
efteem ; aftd I pray God to pteferve your* 
and increafe your bleflings \ 
1 After fome further ceremonies, Sir Philip 
-departed, and retutned'toote Wyatt*s, rumi- 
nating on the viciflitude of human affairs, and 
thinking on the changed he had feen. 

At his return to Wyatt's cottage, he found 
ifce family affentWed together. He told then* 
he would take another night's lodging there, 
Which they heard with great pleafure 5 for he 
had lamiliarized himfelf to them in the laft 
evening's converfation, kifomuch that they 
began to enjoy his company. He told Wyatt 
of the mjsfortoe he had faftained by lbfing 
his fervant on the way, and wiflied he could 
f cf 0tie to attend him home in his places 
Young* 'John locked iearneftly at his father, 
Who Returned a look of approbation. I per- 
ceive One? in this company, faid he, that 
would be proud to ferve your Honour ; but 
I fear -he is toot brought up welt enough* 
John coloured with impatience, he could not 
forbear fpeakiHg*—- Sir, I can onfiVef for an 

honeft 
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honeft heart, a willirlg mind, and a light 
pair of heels; jaai though I am (broewfefat 
>auktorar4* lihall be proud to learn to plea/e 
my limbic Mafter^ /if he will but try me. 
— ¥k>u Jay well, laid Sir Philip, I hiweiek- 
ferued your qualifications, a*d if you are 
deiiwms'tipaferveme* I am equally plea&d with 
you: if four father, has no objection I will 
taioeiyou.— tQbje&Lony Sir hfeid the oldiman ; 
it will be my pride to prefer him to fuch a no- 
ble gentleman; I will make no terms for him* 
4>ut leave it to your Honour to do for hhn as 
he fhall deferve.~ Very weH,<feid Sir Philip, 
you sthall be no lofer by that i I will charge 
myfelf with the care of the ybung^man. The 
bargain ^as itryck^aaj Sir Philip purxha/ed 
a horfe for John of the old man. The next 
trnoining foey fet etft; this Ktright left lmarks 
^of .his bounty with the good < couple, and de« 
parted, laden with their bjefling and prayerf. 
He itopped^ at.the : place where hi* .» fajibf wl 
rfervant was buried, Mrvl mtff&imaffe toibe 
Aid'ior *he xepofe of iisffoiil* theft, jpmfa- 
ring his way by erffy journeys, arrived^ iafejby 
attiome. ijisifamily rejoiced at his /return* 
icifettled his cnew fcjcvant.ULattendaoCe. upon 

his 
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' his perfon ; he then looked round his neigh- 
bourhood for objeds of his; charity > when he 
few merit in diftrefe, it was* his delight to 
raife and Aipporf it c he (pent his time tin the 
fervice of his Creator, and glorified him in 
doing good to his creatures. He reflected fre-^' 
quendy upon every thing that had befallen, 
him in his late journey to the weftj and at 
his leifure, took down all the particulars in 
writing. 

t ■ ■ ' ) i , 

Here follows a ti interval of four years % as by 
the manufcript ; and this omijjion feerHs intended 
by the Writer. Iff hat follows is in a different 
, bandy and the char after is more Modern. 

- ** : * '4 •'* - # • m"" ] m • m- %' h'-m. * 

ABOUT this time; the proguoftfcs of Sir 
Philip Harclay began to be verified, that 
Edmund's good qualities might one day excitfc 
envy and create him enemies. The fons and 
kinftnen of his patron began to feek dccafioh 
to find fault with him, and to depreciate hwh 
with others. The Baron's eldeft foh and 
heir, Mailer Robert, had feveral conteffo 
with Mailer William, -the fecond (on y upon 

his 
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his account: this youth had a warm af- 
fecYion for Edmund, and whenever his bro- 
-ther and kinfmen treated him flightly* he 
Supported him againft their malicious infuui- 
ations. Mr. Richard Wehlock; and Mr. 
John Markham, were the lifters fens of the 
Lord-Fitz-Owen; and, there were feveral 
other more diftant relations, who, with them, 
fecretly envied Edmund's fine 'qualities, and 
ftrove to leflcnliJm in the efteern of *he B#- 
ron and bis, family* By degrees they excited 
4 diflike in Mailer Robert, that in time was 
fixed into habit, and fell litde fhort of 
averfion. 

Young Wenlock^s hatred wa> confirmed 
by an additional circuroftance :• he had a growl- 
ing paflion for the Lady Emma, the Baron's, 
only daughter \. and, as love is eagle-eyed, he 
faw, or fancied he faw her caft an eye x>f 
preference on Edmund. An accidental fer- 
vicc that me received from him, had excited 
bef grateful regards and attentions towards % 
*bi*n. The iriceflant view xrf hisi fine pei&it 
and qualities, bad - perhaps improved her 
efteem into a It ill fofter fenikion, though (he 

, was 
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by this means, gained their affe&iftns without 
foHciting them. Among them was a*n oid 
fetaing man, called Jofeph* Howell; this' man 
had formerly ferved the old- Lord Lovel, and 
his fan; and when the yottrtg Lord died, 
and Sir Walter ibid the Cattle to hi* brother- 
/hirlaw, the Lord Fitz-Owen, he 'only of ail ' 
thr oldfervants was left in thehoufe, to take v 
care of it, and to deliver it into the pofTeflkm 
of. die new proprietor, who retained him ift 
his fcrvide^ he was a man of few worthy * 
but much reflection* and, without tfoubling l 
him felf about other peopled affairs, went 
filentlyand properly about his own bufmefe; 
more folicitous to difcharge his duty, than to 
recommend himfelf to notice, and not feeih- 
ing to afpire to any higher office than that of ' 
a ferving man. This old man would fix his 
eyes upon Edmund, whenever he* could do it 
without obfervation; fonretimes he would 
fxgh deeply, and a tear Would ftart from his 
eye, which he ftrove to conceal from obfer- 
vation* One day Edmuhd furprifed him in 
this tender emotion, as he was wiping his 
eyes with* the back of his hand:— Why, faid 
he, my good friend, do you look at me fo 

earneftl/ 
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-eawwftlf and affec^onatery?— Becaufe 1 teve ! 
y<fcu, Mailer Edmund, faid he, becaufe I wifll 
you well.— I thank you kindly, aafwered > 4 
Edmund ; I am unable to repay yotfr love, 
otherwife than by returning > it, which \4o ■ 
fincercly.^l thank you, Siiy laid the old 
mans that is all I defire, ajnd more that* I 
deferve.— Do hot fay fo, faid Edmund; if I 
had any better way to thank you, I would not 
fay fo much about it; but words are all my < 
inheritance. Upon this -he tfhook Ixtnds with : 
Jofeph, who withdrew haftily to conceal his 
emotion, faying, God biefs you, M»fter y and * 
make your fortune; equal to your deferts ! I ^ 
cannot help thinking you were born to a 
higher ftation than what you now hdld. -*— .: 
You. know tfc the contraryjiaid j Edmund ;— 
bat u Jofeph was f g<wie out of fight and s 
h oaring. > . ? - 

.The notice; and : obfcn&tion of Grangers, 
an/1 the affection of indi viduals, together with 
that inward f onfeiouihefe tharalways attends 
fuperior qualities, would fometimes kindle 
the. flames of iupfcifcion in Edmund's ' heart j 
but he checked them prefently by receding 
upon his low birth and dependent itatioru 

\ ■ ' He 
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He wa$ inodeft, y«* iatrepjd.; gentle an* 
courteous to all, frank and unrefcrved tarn 
thpfe ttwt Joyed him ^ difcrect anicooopbifaot 
to c &efe- who hated him j j gta&erousiand com* 
ps^fioflafo to. the dtftreffirsief .hasifcllow-rcrea^ 
Cures in general; huraWe^ hut ootlferyile^ to 
hid pattern aod taper tors..; Once, when he , 
wijthi a mgnly fpidit; juftifkd himfelf againft a > 
malieiOus imputation, his young; Lord fbd- 
bef t ttflfted him with, pride and arrogance t# . 
hi? kirtfmen. Edmund, denied the charge . 
againft, him j with equalv fpiritand.modefty^* 
Mlafter JELobert anftvered him (ha*ply-*«Hoir > 
xlajre' you. contraduft my coulias? dor you 
mean to give them die lye ?— Not in words, 
Sir, (aid Edmund ij but I will behave fo as* 
that you ihall not believe them. Mifter »' 
RiA«rt hauglwily bid him be- fiknt, and 
know himfelf, and not prefume to contend 
with men fo much his fuptrior* in every re- 
fpe&. Thefe heart-burningss in feme degree^ 
fubfided by their preparations for going to 
Fnuace. Mailer Robert waa to be presented ; 
at cowst before hi$ xlepartare, and it'was ex- 
pefted thati he flibwld be kfttgjtted. The-Bk*. 
ron defign^d Edmuftd-t^be^isrEfqtHre; but. 

this 
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this was fruftrated by his old enemies, who 
pgrfuaded Robert to make choice of one of 
his own domeftics, called Thomas Hewibn; 
him did theyfet up as a rival to Edmund, 1 
and he took every occafion to affront him. 
AD that Matter Robert gained by this ftep 
was the contempt of thofe who faw Ed*! 
riftiid's merit, arid thought it want of difcern- 
ment in him not to diftinguifh and reward 
it; Edmund requeiled of his Lord that he 
might .be Mafter William's attendant ; and 
when, faid he, my patron fliall be knighted, 
as" I make no doubt he will one day be, he 
has promifed that I fhall be his Efquire* 
The Baron granted Edmund's requeft ; and,- 
being freed from fervitude to the reft, he was 
devoted to that of his beloved Mafter William* 
who treated him in public as his principal 
domeftic, but in private as his chofen friend 
and brother. 

The whole cabal of his enemies confulted 
together in what manner they fliould vent 
their refentment againft him; and it was 
agreed that they fhould treat him with indif- 
ference arid negleft, till they fliould arrive in 
France : and when there, they fliould contrive 
to render his courage fufpeited, and by put- 
C tin's 
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ting him upon fome defperate enterprize, rid 
themfelves of him for ever. About this time 
died the great Duke of Bedford, to the irre- 
parable, lofs of the Englifli nation. He was 
fucceeded by Richard Plantagenet, Duke of 
York, as Regent of France, of which great 
part had revolted to Charles the Dauphin. 
Frequent actions enfued. Cities were loft. 
and won ; and continual occafions offered to 
exercife the courage, and abilities, of the 
youth of both nations. 

The young men of Baron Fitz-O wen's 
houfe were recommended particularly to the* 
Regent's notice. Matter Robert was knight- 
ed, with feveral other young nj£n of family* 
who diftinguifhed themfelves by their fpirit 
and activity upon every occafioii. The youth 
were daily employed in warlike exercifes, arid 
frequent actions; and made their firft eflay 
in arms in fuch a manner as to bring int<> 
notice all that deferved it. 
, Various arts were ufed by Edmund's ene- 
mies to expofe him to danger ; but all their 
contrivances recoiled upon themfelves, and 
brought increafe of honour upon Edmund's 
head : he diftinguiflied himfelf upon fo many 
occafions, that Sir Robert himfelf began to pay 

him 
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iiim more than ordinary regard, to the infi- 
nite mortification of his kinfmen and relations. 
They laid, m^nyfch^me? againft fcim, but 
none took effed. 

' Ftmtbispbce'ibe'cbirfnileriintheM 

Hrehj/fkced by time and- damps -Hurt and uteri 

fomefinfencti afe ! kgiblej but not fuffilient topur^ 

fue the* ihreadof^tbefhry. ' -Mention is made of 

f ever dl anions in%hich the younfc men were tn* 

g*ged~—that Edmund di/iinguijhed himfelfby 

intrepidity in ' a&ion ; by benfteneft, humanity^ 

and ntodefly m the iejprtmst-ihat he attrdfted 

She rhotite efevtrf^effinofobfervation^ arid alfo 

thtMbi*emve3 v ffrfinal commendaiion from the 

Regents y ; iJ - LJ \ " : 

The ftlJowing* incidents are dear enough to be 
trdnfcribhd'i but ihi beginning (f the nextfucceed* 
ing pages is Miter died : However we may gueji 
at the beginning ty what remains. 



" ' fcV ■ As 
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."■■. ••-? r; t l-.:::+l \: r'.'.. *r. r*i • <:. - rv 
* ♦ * ♦ * * r *' * * * * * * 

AS fbon as the cabal met in Sir Robert's 
tent, Mr. Wienlock thus began :— You 
fee, my friends, that every attempt we make 
to humble this upftart, turns, into applaufe, 
and ferves only to raife his pride ftill higher. 
Something muft be done, or his praiie .will go 
home before us, at our own expence; and 
we (hall feetn only foils to fet off his glories* 
Any thing would I give to the man who 
fhould execute our vengeance upon him. 
—Stop there, coufin Wenlock, faid Sir Ro- 
bert ; though I think Edmund proud and 
vain-glorious, and would join in any fcheme 
to humble him, and make him know himfelf, 
I will not fuffer any man to ufe fucji b^fe 
methods to effe& it. Edmund is brave j and 
it is beneath an Englifhman to revenge him- 
felf by unworthy means; if any fuch are 
ufed, I will be the firft man tp bring the guilty 
to juftice ; and if I hear another word to this 
purpofe, I will inform my brother William, 
who will acquaint Edmjmd with your mean 

intentions. 
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intentions./ Upon, thtf.the fcabtf drew back, 
and }Ar 9i Wenjock proteft^d that he* meant no 
more ttiap to-mlprtify his pride, aftd make bio* 
know his proper ft at ion. Soon- after Sir 
Robert withdrew, and they refumed their 
deliberations* 

, Then fpoke Thomas Hewfon : There is a 
party $0 be fei# out to-morrow night, to in-* 
terqept a coiivoy of provifions for the relief of 
Rouen; I will provoke Mr. Edmund- to 
snake one of this party, and when he is en* 
gaged in the adion, I and my companions 
will draw off, and leave him to the enemy^ 
who I truft will.fo handle him, that you 
Aajlnomore be troubled : with him.— This 
will do, {aid Mr- Wenlock* but let it be 
kept from my .two coufins, and only known 
fo ourfelves * if they offer to be of the party, 
I will perfuade them off it: And you, 
Thomas, if you bring this fcheme to a con- 
chifion, may* depend upon my eternal grati- 
tude, t- And .« mine, faid Maricham; arid fo 
&idf '^tj.'Theiiext day th£ af&ir was pub- 
licly mentioned* and Hewfon* as he pro- 
mifed* provoked Edmund to the trial: feveral 
youflg men of family offered themfelves : 
among the reft; jar Robert, and his brother 
C 3 William. 
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William. Mr. Wenlbck perluaded them riot 
to go, and fet the <kngfer of the enterprifcein 
the ftrorigeflf dolours. At laft Sir Robert 
complained of^the- tooth-ach, and was con- 
fined to his tei\t> Edmund waited on him ^ 
and judging by the ardour of his own courage* 
of that ofhis patron, thfcs befpofccj Mm :— I 
am greatly concerned, dear Sir^ that we c£n-» 
not have your company at night; but: as I 
know what ypu will iufter in being abferrf, t 
wouH beg the fevon* of you to let me uffi' 
your arms and device, and I will promife not 
to difgrace tlfem.— No, Etlnfiund, 1 cannot 
confemvto that: I thaftk you for your'ndfeite 
offer, -and will reberrtber it? W ydfcr : kt#i 
Vantage* but I cajmot wear hoftotir^ cf : 'ark>- 
iher man's getting. 1 Yoa Me" awafte^e^ 
me to a feme of my duty: 1 wffl g& wittt 
you, and contend with you for gloryj and 
William fhall do the fame. 

In a few hours they were ready to fet out. 
Wenlock and Markham, and their depend- 
ants, found themfelves engaged in honour? t^ 
go upon an enterprize they iiever intended ; 
and fet out, with heavy hearts, to join the 
paity. They marched in filence in the hbr- 
rois of a dark night* and wet jfoadsj they met 

» the 
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,d*e convoy .where they expc&ed, and a (harp 
^engagement enured. The victory was fome 
.tiqae doubtful j but the moon rifing on the 
.backs of the Englifh, gave them the advan- 
tage. They faw the difpofition of their 
enemies, and availed themfelves of it. Ed- 
mund advanced the foremoft of the party ;. 
ie drew out the leader on the French fide; he 
Hew him. Mr. Williams prefled forward to 
affift his friend $- Sir Robert, to defend his 
brother ; WenlocJt and Markham,. from ihame 
to fray behind. 

Thomas Uewfbn and his afjociates drew 
fcacton their fide j the French 'perceived i^ 
and purfued the advantage. Edmund pufhed 
(hem in front ; the young nobles all followed 
him; the,y broke through the detachment^ 
mi ftopped the waggons. The officer who 
commanded the party, encouraged them to 
go on ; the defeat was foon complete, and the- 
provifions carried in triumph to the Englifh 
C*mp. ; 

Edmund was prefented tp the Regent, as 
the man to whom the vjftory was x chiefly 
owing. Not a tongue presumed $0 niove itfelf 
againft him ; even malice and , envy were 
{UcAced.. 

C 4. Approach, 
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Approach, young man, faid the Regent, 
that 1 may confer upon you the honour of 
knighthood, which you have well deferved. 
Mr, Wenlock could no longer forbear fpeak- 
irig : knighthood, faid , he, is an order be- 
longing to gentlemen, it cannot be conferred 
on a peafant. — What fay you, Sir? returned 
the Regent? is this youth a peafant?— He 
is, faid Wenlock, let him deny it if he can. 
Edmund, with a modcft bow, replied,^— It is 
true indeed I am a peafant, and this honour 
is too great for me : I have only done my 
duty. The duke of York, whofe pride of 
birth equalled that of any man living or dead> 
fheathcd his fword immediately. — Though* 
faid he, I cannot reward you as i intended, I 
will take care that you fhall have a large {hare 
in the fpoils of this night; and, I declare 
publicly, that you ftand firft in the lift of gal- 
font men in this engagement. 

Thomas Hewfon and his affociates made a 
poor figure in their return; they were publicly 
reproved fcr their backwardnefs. Hewfon 
^was wounded in body, and more in mind, for 
the bad fuccefs of his ill-laid defigrn He 
could not hold up his head before Edmund; 
whe, unconfeious of their malice, adminifter- 

cd 
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ed every kind of comfort to thenr. He fpoke 
in their behalf to the commanding officer, 
imputing their conduit to unavoidable ac- 
cidents. He vifited them privately; he gave 
them a part of the fpoils allotted to himfelf; 
by every a& of valour and courtefy he ft rove. 
to engage thofe hearts that hated, envied* 
aiid maligned him : But where hatred arife* 
from envy of fuperior qualities, every difplav 
of tlibfe qualities increafes the caufe from 
whence it arifes. 

Another paufe enfues here. 

The young nobles and gentlemen who di£- 
tinguifttcd Edmufid, were prevented from 
railing him to preferment by the infinuations 
of Wenlodd and his aflbciates, who never 
failed to fet before them his low defcenr, and 
his pride and arrogance in prefuming to rank: 
with gentlemen. 

. . Hew the manufcript is not legible for fever al 
%a$es* -j There is mention, about this time, of the 
death of the Lady Fitz- Ouxn ; butiiat the caufe, . 

1 Wenlock rejoiced to find that his fchemes 

tfok dFe&, and that they fliould be recalled 

C 5 at 
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at the approach cf winter. The Baron was^ 
glad of a pretence to fend for them home f 
for he could no longer endure the abfence of 
his children, after the lofs of their mother. 

Tfyt .ntanufcript is again defaced^ for many 
leaves ; at length the letters become more legible* 
and the remainder of it is quite f erf eft. 

• *♦*♦* * * * * * * 

FROM the time the young men returned 
from France, the enemies of -Edmund 
employed their utmoft abilities to ruin him in 
the Baron's opinion, and get him difmiffed 
from the family. Tbey infinuated a thou&nd 
things againft him, that happened, as they 
(aid, during bis refidence in france, and 
therefore could not be known to his matter* 
but, when the Baron privately inquired of his 
two elder fons, he found there was no truth 
in their reports. Sir Robert, though he did 
not love him, fcorned to join in untruths 
againft him. Mr. William fpoke ©f^hifc* 
with the warmth of fraternal affeftion.. The 
Baron perceived, that his kinfinen difliked EcU 

Hiundj 
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mund ; but his own good heart hindered him 
from feeing the bafenefs of thei**. It ia&idy 
that continual dropping will wear away a* 
ft one; fo did their incefiant reports, by mien- 
f|ble degrees, produce a coolnefe in his 
patron's behaviour towards him* If he be- 
haved with manly fpirife it was mifcoftftjrued 
into pride and arrogance; his gerverofity wafr 
imprudence; his humility was hypocrify, the. 
better to cover his ambition. Edmund bore 
patiently all the indignities that were thrown 
qpon him; and, though he felt them feverely 
in hisboibm, fcorned tojuftify his conduct at 
the expence even of his enemies. Perhaps 
hi$ gentle fpirit might at length have funic 
under this treatment, but Providence inter- 
posed in his behalf; and, by feemingly ac«* 
eidental circumftances, conducted him im- 
perceptibly towards the crifis of his fete. 

Father Ofwald, who had been preceptor to, 
the young men, had a ftrong* affection for 
" Edmund, from a thorough knowledge of his 
heart; he faw through the mean artifices that 
were ufed to undermine him in his patron's 
favour; he watched their machinations, ancfc 
ftrove to frustrate their defign*. - 

C 6 This* 
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This good man ufed frequently to walk 
out with Edmunds they converfed upon va- 
rious fubjeds ; and the youth would lament 
to him the unhappinefs of his fituation, and 
the peculiar circumftances that attended him. 
The father, by his whqlefome advice, com- 
forted his drooping he^rt; and confirmed 
him in his refolution of bearing unavoidable 
evils with patience and fortitude, from the 
confcioufhefs of his own innocence, and the 
affurance of a future and eternal reward. 

One day, as they were walking in a wood 
near the Caftle, Edmund afked the father, 
what meant thofe preparations for building, 
the cutting down trees, and burning of 
bricks?— What, faid Ofwald, have you not 
heard that my Lord is going to build a new 
apartment on the weft fide of the caftle ?— 
And why, faid Edmund, fhould my*. Lord be 
at that expence when there is one on the eaft 
fide that is never occupied? — That apart? 
xnent, faid the friar, you muft have obferved 
is always fhut up.— I have obferved it often, 
faid Edmund, but I never prefumed to afk 
any queftions about it*— You had then, faid 
Ofwald, lefs xuriofity, and naore difcretiorj v 
than is common at your age.— You have 
I railed 
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raifed my curiofity, faid Edmund; and," if it 
be not improper, I beg of you to gratify it.— 
We are alone, faid Ofwald, and I amfo well 
aflured of your prudence, that I will explain 
this myftery in fome degree to you. 

You muft know, that apartment was occu- 
pied by the laft Lord Lbvel when he was a 
bachelor. He married in his father's life- 
time, who- gave up his own apartment to 
him, and offered to retire to this himfelf; 
but the fon would not permit hiirt; he chofe 
to fleep here rather than in any other. He 
had been married about three months, when 
his father, the old Lord, died of a fever. 
About twelve months after his marriage, he 
was called upon to attend fhe King, Henry 
the Fourth, on an expedition in Wales, 
whither he was attended by many of his de- 
pendants. He left his Lady big with child, 
and full of care and anxiety for his fafety 
and return. 

After the King had chaftifed the Rebels, 
and obtained the vidory, the Lord Lovel was 
expe&ed home every day; various reports 
were fent home before him; one meflenger 
brought an account of his health and fafety ; 
foon after another came with bad news, that 
-. • - * hfc 
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be was flaia in battle*. His kinfinan, Si*. 
Walter LoveJ, came here, on a vifit to comfort 
the Lady; and he waited to receive his kinf- 
man on his return. It was he that brought 
the news of the fad event of the battle to the 
Lady LoveL 

She fainted away at the relation; but* 
when fhe revived, exerted the utmoft refb- 
lutiqn; faying,, it was her duty, to bear this 
dreadful ftroke with Chriftian fortitude and 
patience, efpecially in regard to the child fhe 
went with, the laft remains of her beloved 
hufband, and the undoubted heir of a noble* 
houfe. For feveral days fhe feemedvan ex- 
ample of patience and refignation; but then, 
all at once fhe renounced them, and broke 
out into paflionate and frantic exclamations ' r 
fhe faid, that her dear Lord was bafely mur- 
dered; that his ghoft had appeared to her r 
and revealed his fate: She Called upon 
Heaven and earth to revenge her wrongs ;; 
faying, fhe would never ceafe complaining to 
God, and the King, for vengeance and 
jufHce* 

Upon this, Sir Walter told the fervan^s 
that Lady Level was diftra&edV from grief, 
for the death of her Lord ; that his regard for 

her 
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her was as Strong as ever;, and that, if fhe re* 
covered^ he would himfelfbe her comforter,, 
and marry her* In the meantime fhe was 
confined in. this very apartment, and in Ids 
than a month the poor Lady died. She lies 
buried in the family vault in Su Aufbin's 
ehyrch m the village* Sir Walter took pof- 
feffion of the Cattle* and all the other eilates r 
and affumed the title of Lord Lovel. 

Soon after, it was reported that the Caftle 
was haunted, and that the ghofts of Lord and 
Lady Lovel had been feen by fcveral of die 
fervaats» Whoever went into this apart- 
ment were terrified by uncommon nones, and. 
ftrange appearances; at length this apartment 
was wholly fhut up, and the fervaots were 
forbid to enter it, or to talk of any thing re- 
lating to it: However me ftory did not flop 
here* it was whifpered about that the new 
Lord Lovel was to difturbed every night, that 
he could notileep in quiet; and, being at 
laft tired of the place, he fold the Caftle and 
eft ate • of his anceftors, to his brother-in-law 
the Lord Fitz-^Owen, who now enjoys it, and 
kft this country* 

.All this is news to me, {aid Edmund; but 
father, tell me what grounds there were for 

the 
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the Lady's fufpicion that her Lord died un- 
fairly ?— Alas! faid Ofwald, that is only 
known to God. % There were fltangethoughts 
in the minds of many at that time ; I had 
mine; but I will not difclofe them, not even 
to you./ I will not injure th6fe who may be 
innocent; and I leave it to Providence, who 
will doubtlefs, in its own beft time and man- 
ner, punifh the guilty. But let what I have 
told you be as if you had never heard it. 

I thank you for thefe marks of your efteem 
and confidence, faid Edmund: be allured 
that \ will not abufe them ; nor do I defire to 
pry into fecrets not proper to be revealed : I 
entirely approve your difcrction, andacquiefce 
in your conclufion, that Providence will in its 
own time vindicate its ways to man : If it 
were not for that truft, my fituation would be 
infupportable. I ftrive earneftly to deferve 
the efteem and favour of good men; I endea- 
your to regulate my conduct fo as to avoid 
giving offence to any man; but I fee, with 
infinite pain, that it is impoffible for me to 
gain thefe points*— I fee it too with great 
concern, faid Ofwald ; and every thing that 
I can fay and do in your favour is mifcon- 
ftrued; and, by feekin^ to do you fa-vice, I 

lofe 
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lofe my own influence: But I will never 
give my (an&ion to ads of injufticc, nor join 
to opprefs 4nnobence. My ^dear child, put 
your truft in God: He who brought light 
out of dafknefs, can bring good out of evil. 
——I hope and truft fo, faid Edmund; but, 
father, if my enemies {hould prevail, if my 
Lord (hould believe their {lories againft me, 
and I (hould be put out of the houfe with 
difgrace, what will become of me? I have 
nothing but my charader to depend upqp ; if 
I lofe that, I loofe every thing; and I fee they 
feek no lefe than my ruin.— Truft in my 
Lord's honour and juftice, replied Ofwaldj 
he knows your virtue, and he is not ignorant 
of their ill-will towards you*— I know my 
Lord's juftice too well to doubt it, laid Ed- 
mund; but would it not be better to rid him 
of this trouble, and his family of an incum- 
brance? I would gladly dp fomething for 
myfclf, but cannot without my Lord's re- 
commendation; and, fuch is my fituation, 
that I fear the afking for a difmiflion would 
be accounted bafe ingratitude : Befide, when 
I think of leaving this houfe, my heart faddehs 
at the thought, and tells me 1 cannot be hap- 
py out of it : Yet, I think I could return to 

a pea- 
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a p^afant's life with chearfulneft, rather *Ho ff 
liveiua palace under diflaia and contempt. 
*r»Have patience a little longer,, my fen* laid 
Oiwald> I will think of ^bme /way to ferve 
jou* and to reprefent your grievances to my 
Lord, without offence to; either : Perhaps 
the caufes maj be removed* Continue to 
©bferve the fame irreproachable conduct j and 
be allured that heaven will defend your in* 
ttocence, and defeat the unjuft deiigns of. your 
enemies Let us now return heme* 

About a week after this conference,, JLdU 
xrond walked out in the fields ruminating on 
the dilagreeable circuirJtance* oChis fituatioju 
Infenfible of the time* oehad been out £everal 
hours without perceiving how the day wore 
away, when he heard bimfelf called by name 
feveral times ;, looking backward, he faw his 
frkad, Mr. William,, and hallooed to him. 
He came running towards him; and leaping 
over the tile, flood ftill a while to recover 
his breath— What is the matter* Sir I (aid 
Edmund; your looks befpeak fome tiding* 
of importance* With a look of tender con- 
cern and affe&iprv the youth prefled his hand 
and fpoke;— My dear Edmund, you muft 
come home with me direftly ; your old ene- 

miss 
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mies -haVe united to riiks you with my father? 
mydwfotHer Robert ha* declared that iie think J 
there i will be no peace in our family titt you 
areidifirafied from, it, anil told my father, he 
hoped he would not! break with hialcinfmeii 
rather than give up Edmund.— But what <Mf 
they lay to my charge ? find Edmund.— I 
cannot rightly uaderftand,, anfwered William, 
for they make a great myftery of it* fome^ 
thing of: gtjeaf confluence, ifrey fey ; bid? 
they* w ;tl not tell mi what; However, >mf 
fibber has told them that they muft bring- 
their accufation before your face, and he will 
have you anfiv*r them publicly. r I hdve been 
feekrtigytfu this hour* to inform you of this* 
that you mightfbe -prepared to defend yomfcif 
agamft yotfr accu^s*— God reward you, Sir* 
{aid Edmund, for all your goodnefe to met 
I fee they are deterifiined to ruin me if pof- 
fible: I fhall be compelled tb leavfc the 
Ckftle; but whatever becomes of trie, 1 be 
aflured you fhall have no caufe to bluflv for 
your kindnefs and partiality to yotu*Edmund. 
—I know it, I am fure of it, faid William i 
and here I fwear to you, as Jonathan (fid te 
David, I befeeeh Heaven to blefe me y as mjr 
friendfliip to you Ifliall be fteady and invio- 
lable! 
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lable !— Only fo long as I fhall defarve fo great 
a bleffingi interrupted Edmund — I know 
your worth and honour, continued William v 
andfuch is my confidence in your merits that 
I firmly believe Heaven defigns you for fome- 
tfcfing extraordinary; and I expert" that fome 
great and unforeseen event will raife you to 
the rank and ftation to which you appear to 
belong : Promife me, therefore, that what- 
ever may be your fate, you will preferve the 
fame friendship for me that I bear, to you,— 
Edmund was fo much afFc&edy that he could, 
not anfwer but in broken fentences.— Oh my 
friend, my matter ! I vow, I promife* my. 
heart promifes! He {cneeled down with, 
qhfped hands, and uplifted eyes: William 
koeeled by him, and they invoked the Su- 
preme to witnefs to their friendfhip, and im- 
plored his Heffing . upon it: They then 
rofe up and embraced each other, while 
tears of cordial ajfe&ion bedewed their. 
cheeks. v r _ t> t : .. '. . 

As foon as they were able to fpeak, Ed- 
mund conjured his friend not to expofe him- 
felf to the difpleafure of his family out of 
kifldnefs to him. I fubmit to the will of Hea- 
ven, laid he, I wait with patience its difpofal 
»-.:.."■"" of 
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trfj^e- if Heave the Cattle, I will find mean? 
to inform you of my fate and fortunes.-*— I 
hoj>e, h\& William, that things may yet be 
accommodated ; but d? not take any refblu- 
tion, let ^13 a& a& occafions arife* 

In this manner thefe amiably youths conr 
ibrred, till they arrived at the Cattle. The 
Baron was fitting in the great hall, on a high 
chair with a footftep before, with the ftate 
arid dignity of a judge i before, him, flood 
.father Ofwald, as pleading the cstuie for him- 
ielf and Edmund. Round the Baron's chair 
iiood his eldeft fon and his kinftnen, with 
their principal domeftics. The old fervant, 
Jofeph, at feme diftance, with his head lean- 
ing forward, as listening with the utmoft at- 
tention to what patted. Mr. Willi W ap- 
proached the chair.— My Lord I have found 
Edmund, and brought him to anfwer for him- 
felt— You have done well, faid the Baroru 
Edmund, come hither ; you axe charged with 
fome indifcretions, for I cannot properly call 
them crimes: I am refolved to do juftice 
between you and your accufers y\ {hall there- 
fore hear you as well as them ; for no map 
ought to be condemned unheard.— My IfOxd, 
/aid Edmund, with equal modetty and i^tre- 
• pidity, 
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pidity, I demand < my trial ; if I (hill behind 
jguilty of any' crimes againft my BetiefiiEtor, 
Jet me be ptfnHhed with, the utmoft rigo6r ••: 
iBut if, as I truft, no Tueh< charge can be 
proved agairfftlmerriuib^yoiii* gdDfihe&tbb 
•well to ctoubt that you will do jtttfce to me, 
As well as to othdrs; and, if jHHoulfl fo hajj)L 
peh, thfetby the miftepreientations of ttfy ene- 
mies (whfc have Km% fought my ruin pr?- 
vately,. and now avow it -publicly) if by their 
artifices yottf LoYdftJp ffeoifldfre Ihdueetf tb 
think me guilty, i would fubmit to youV 
, Sentence in filence* and appeal to another 
tfibunal^Se*, &id Mr. Wenlock* the con- 
fidence of the fellow J' he already (hppofes that 
my Lord muft be iri the wrong if he condemns 
Ml*i j ; and then this meek. creature will ap- 
peal to another tribunal: To *whofe wilPht 
appeal ? I defirehe may be mad£ to explain 
hirttfelf.-r-ThatIr will immediately; faid Ed- 
thund* withbut being compelled ; I J only 
iheaitt to. appeal to 0eaven$ that beft knows 
toy irinocertce.*— ? Tis tfue, ! fard the Baron* 
and no offence to any one ; math catt 'Only 
judge *yappearancesv but Heaven khotos the 
heart j : v&et every ^ne of you bear tills in 
mihdj that ^ou^may not bring a fidfc accu- 
I fation, 
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Jktion, nor juftify yourfdvei by concealing 
the truth. Edmund, I am informed that 
OfWald ahd you have made very free Ivith 
die and my family, in feme of your convert 
Nations; you were heard to cfenfure me for 
<he abfurdity of building* a netV apartment oh 
thfe wfeft fide of the Caftle, V^hen there was* 
«ne on die eait fide uninhabited: Ofwald 
■feid, that apartmept was fliut up becaufe k 
was haunted; that fome fhocking murder 
liad been commttted there; adding many 
particulars concerning Lord Lovel'& family, 
/uch as he could not know the truth of, and, 
if he had known, was imprudent to~ reveal. 
But further, you complained of ill-treatment 
here; and mentioned an intention to leave 
ifre Caftle, and feet your fortune effeMiere: 
I fhall examine into all thefe particulars i& 
turn. At prefent I defire, you Edmund, to 
relate^all that you can remember of the conr 
verfation thatpairedbetWeeri you and Ofwald 
in the wood laft Monday.— Good God ? faid 
Edmund, is it poffible that any perfori could 
put fuch a conftru&ion upon fo innocent £ 
converfation ? 

Tell me then, faid the BaroA, the parti- 
culars erf" it. — I Will, my Lofd* as nearly as 

my 
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my memory will allow me. Accordingly be 
related moft of the converfation thatpafled in 
die wood; but, in the part that»concerned 
the family of Lovel, he abbreviated as muck- 
as poflible. Ofwald's countenance cleared 
up, for he had done; the fame before Edmund 
came. The Baron called to his eldeft fon,— 
You hear. Sir Robert, what both parties fay: 
X have queftioned them feparately; neither of 
tfiem knew what the other would anfarer, yet 
their, accounts agree almoft to a word".— JL 
confefs they dofo^ anfwered Sir Robert ^ but^. 
Sir, it is very bold and prefuming for them 
to fpeak of our family affairs in fuch a man* 
ner ; if my uncle, Lord Lovel, fhould come 
to know it, he would punifh them feverely i 
and if his honour is reflected upon, it become* 
us to refent, and to punifh it* Here Mr* 
Wedlock broke out into paffion, and offered 
to fwear to the truth of his accufation. Be 
filent, Dick, faid the Baron; I fhall judge 
for myfelf. — I proteft, faid he to Sir Robert, 
I never heard fo much as Ofwald has now 
told me concerning the deaths of Lord and 
Lady Lovel ; I think it is belt to let fuch 
ftories alone, till they,di$ away of themfelyes. 
I had, indeed, heard of an idle ftory of .the 

eaft 



A GOTHIC STORY. 6i 

eaft apartment's being haunted, when firft I 
came hither, and my brother advifed me to 
fliut it up* till it fhould be forgotten ; but 
what has now been faid, has fuggefted a 
thought tljat may make that apartment ufeful 
in future. I have thought of a punifhment 
for Edmund that will ftop the mouth of his 
accufers for the prefent - 9 and, as I hope, will 
eftablifh his credit with every body. Edmund, 
will you undertake this adventure for me ?— 
What .adventure, my Lord? faid Edmund: 
There is nothing I would not undertake to 
{hew my gratitude and fidelity to you. As 
to my courage, I would {hew that at the ex- 
pence of my malicious accufers, if refpe& to 
my Lord's blood did not tje up my hands $ as 
lam?iitua£e4» I beg it may be put to the proof 
in whatever way is moft for my matter's fer- 
Mice. — That Is well faid, cried the Baron: 
As to your enemies, I am thinking how to 
feparate you from them effe&ually ; of that 
I {hall {peak hereafter. I am going to try 
Edmund '$; courage ^ he {ball ileep three nights 
in the eaft apartment, that he may teftify to 
all whether it be haunted or not ; afterwards 
I will have that apartment let in order, and 
my eldeft fon {hall take it for his own; it 
D will 
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will fpare me feme expence, and anfwer my 
purpofe as well, or better : will you con-' 
font, Edmund ? — With all my heart, my 
Lord, (aid Edmund, I have net wilfully of- 
fended God or man ; I have, therefore, no- 
thing to fear. — Brave boy ! &id my Lord ; 
I am not deceived in you, nor (hall you be 
deceived in your reliance on me. You feall 
Heep in that apartment to-night, and to mor- 
row I wifl have fome private talk with yon. 
Do you, Ofwald, go with me ; I want to 
have fome conversation with you. The re^ft 
of you, retire to your ftudies and bufinefs ; I 
will meet you at dinner. 

Edmund retired to his own chamber, and 
Ofwald was fliut up with thd Baron 5 he de- 
fended Edmunds cattfe and his c*m> aridkri4 
open as much as he knew of the malice and 
defigns of his enemies. The Baron expreflfed 
much concern at rihe untimely deaths of Lord 
and Lady Lovcf, an^ defired Ofwald to be 
circumipect in regard to what he had to fay 
of the crrcunafances attending them; ^Ading^ 
that he was both innocent and ignorant of 
r.ny treachery towards either of them. Of- 
wald excuied himfeff for his communications 
to Edmund, feyrng, they fell tindefignedly 

into 
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into die fubjcft, and that he mentioned it in 
confidence to him only. 

The Baron feat orders to the young me* 
to come to dinner; but they refufed to meet 
Edmund at table ; accordingly he 4 ate in the 
{reward's apartment. After dinner, the Baron 
tried to reconbiieihis kinfmen to Edmund; 
but found i* impomble. They faw their 
defigns were laia 4 open; and, judging of him 
by thcmfelves r thought it impoffible to forgive 
of bVfbrgifeven. The Baron ordered them to 
keep In feparate apartments} -he took hi* 
eteeft fon for his own companies, as being 
the* iwoft reafontfble of theimdedontents; and' 
ordered his kinfmen to keep their own apart- 
ment, 'wittei fervent to.' watch their morions. 
Mr. William had Dfwaldfor his companion. 
©kb-Jofepfr was bid to attend <)rt' Edmund; 
t0 ; fervefaim<at ftpperjand,! at the* 'hour of 
nine* Co ' condu6fc^him to the haunted apart- 
ment, Edmund xfcfired that'he might have a 
Kght>and his fword, left his enemies mould 
endeavour to furjroifei hia*. The Baron 
thought his requeft reafontMev and complied 

Thect- wasi a great ftarth to find the key of v 
the apartment; at; laifcm was 4tfctovered by 
D ^ Edmund 
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Edmund himfelf, among a parcel of old rufty 
keys in a lumber-room. The Baron lent the 
young men their tappers to their refpe&ive 
apartments. Edmund declined eating, and 
deiired to foe conduced to his apartment. 
He was accompanied by moft of the fervants 
to the door of it j they wiflied him fuccefs, 
and prayed for him as if he had been going 
to execution. 

Xhe door was with great difficulty unlock- 
ed,, and Jofeph gave Edmund a lighted lamp, 
and wiflied him , a good night; he returned 
his good wiflaes to them all with the utmoft 
cheerfulnefs, took the key oh the infide of the 
door, and then difmiffed them. *- 

He then took a furvey of his chamber ; the 
furniture, by long negledi, was decayed arid 
dropping to pieces ; the bed was devoured by 
the moths, and occupied by the rats, i who 
had built their nefts there with impuraty for 
many generations. The bedding was very 
"clamp, for the rain had forced its way through 
the ceiling i he determined, therefore, to lie 
down in his clothes. There were two doors 
on the further fide of the room, with keys in 
them: being not at- ail fleepy, he refolved to 
examine them > he attempted one lock, and 

opened 
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opened it with eafe; he went into a large 
dining-room* the furniture of which was in 
the lame tattered condition; out of this was 
a large clofet with fomc books in it, and 
hung round with coats of arms, with gene- 
alogies and alliances of the houfe of Lovel ; 
. he amufed himfelf here fome minutes, and 
then returned into the* bed-chamber. 

He recollected the other door, and refolved 
to fee. where i* led, to; the key was rufted 
into the lpck, and refilled his attempts ; he 
fet die lamp on the ground, and exerting all 
his ftrength, opened the door, and at -The fame 
inftant the wind of it blew out the lamp, and 
left him in utter darknefs. At the fame mo- 
ment he heard «a hollow milling noife,. like 
.that, of 3 perfon corning through a narrow 
pai^age. Till this moment not one idea of 
fear had approached the mind of Edmund; 
.. t)ufe juft . then, ail the concurrent circum- 
ftances of i)is lituation ftruck upon his heart, 
.and gave him a new and difagreeable feiua- 
tjom . .IJe paufec} a while; arid recollecting 
himfelf, cri^d out , aloud— What Ihould I 
ftar? I have not wilfully offended God or 
man; why the,n fljould I doubt protection? 
But I have not yet implored the divine aflift- 
D 3 ance; 
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ancc ; how then *an I expedi it ? Upon this, 
he kneeled down and prayed earneftly, resign- 
ing himfelf wholly to the will of heaven; 
while he was yet fpeaking, his courage re- 
turned, and he refumed his imial cortfidfcnte ; 
again he approached the door from whence 
the noife proceeded; he thought he &w a 
glimmering light upon a ftaircafe before him. 
If, faid he, this apartment is haunted, I will 
ufe my endeavours to difoover the caufe of it ; 
and if the fpirit appears vifibly, I will fpeak 
to it. 

He was preparing to defcend the ftaircafe 
when he heard feveral knocks at the door by 
which he fir ft entered the room ; and, ftep- 
ping backward, the (toot wait -dapped to wkh 
great violence. Againfear attacked- him j'lHIt 

he refifted it, and fcokfty cried owt^ Who is 

there ?-— A voice at the outer door *nfi¥#ft|j*. 
— It^s I ; Jofepfh, your friend ?>— What &> 
you want ? faid Edmund— I hive brought 
you fome wood tb make a fire, faid Jofelpht— • 
I thank you kindly, fkid Edmund $' but rrfv 
lamp is gone out; >Lwill try to find ihte 
door, however. After fome tFoufole, hfe 
found, and opened its and W*« *V* forry to 
fee his friend Jofeph, with a 4fght in ««ne 

hajid 
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hand, a flagon of beer in the other, and a 
faggot upon his ihoulder, — I coipe, faid the 
jgood old man, to bring you fomething to 
keep up your. fpir its; the evening is cold; I 
know this room wants airing j and befide 
tlwU,:myM^ftfiri J think yonr pijeftnt under- 
taking requires a little afliftance. 

My good friend, faid Edmund, I never ffaalj 
be able to deferve or requite your kindnefs to 
me.— My dear Sir, you always unci veu mor? 
thai] 1 could dp for you K %nd I think I (hajl 
yet live, to fee you defestf the i /defigns of your 
•en^mies^ and a<ckn^wjfidj^fch^ fervicepf your 
friends. - Alas ! faid Edmund, I fee littlqr 
profpe& of that!— rl fee, faid Jofeph, fpme- 
thing that perfuajjesijie you are defigned for 
g,r$at tbingSi an4jlipefpeiye \/^t< things are 
working about to ijo^e jgra*t end ; 1&&v$ 
G9i*^fy}&yMa$$h &W h«^,bfats ftrangely 
high , upon your acpount !— You make mv 
fiaik^ &id Edmiuftd^— I ,am gfcd to fee it, 
Sir; .may you iiniie<ail thejreft of,your life !.— 
I thank your haaeft .affe&iflu, returned Etl- 
iaiwd, 4iougt it ie tt>o ^rt^ <t<^ jiibe. You 
bad better gp £o fee*!, b<lWKe*£n if jut is known 
that you, vifit tfteJMtfe* fr *'M k<* toad for wa 
bptlu— So I will jpreft^nd y i but, $*k#je God» 
D4 " I will 
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I will come here again to-morrbw nfgfft, 
when all the family are a-bed; and I will 
teJl you fome things that younever yet heard. 
—But pray tell me, fcid Edmund, * where 
does that door lead to ? — Upon a paflage that 
ends in ft ftaircafe that leads to the lower 
rooms ; and there is Hkewife a door out of 
that paflage into the dining-room. — And 
what rooms are there below flairs, faid Ed- 
mund? — The feme as above, replied he.-— 
Very well j then I wifh you a good night, 
we will talk further* to-morrow.— Aye, to- 
morrow night j and in this place, my dear 
Mafter. — Why do you call me your Matter? 
I never was, nor ever can be, your Matter. — 
God only knows that, faid the good old man ; 
good night, and Heaven blefs you! — Good 
night, my worthy friend ! 

Jofeph Withdrew, arid Edmund returned to 
the other door, and attempted feveral times to 
open it in vain j his hands were benumbed 
and tired ; at length he gave over. He made ' 
a fire in the chimney, placed the lamp on a 
table, and operied one of the window-fhutteri 
to admit the daylight; he then recommend-* 
ed himfelf to the cjivine prote&Sbn, and threw* 
himfelf upofcthe bed* he prefently fell afleep* 

and 
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and continued in that ftate, till the fun feluted 
him with his orient beams through the win- 
dow he had opened. 

Asrfbon as he was perfe&Iy awake, he 
fttove to recoiled his dreams. He thought 
that he, heard people coming up the ftaircafe 
that he had a glimpfe of; that the door 
opened, and there entered a Warrior, leading \ 
a Lady by the hand, who was young and 
bcautifal, but pale and wan : The man was 
dreffed in complete armour, and his helmet 
down. They approached the bed ; they un- 
drew the xrortains. He thought the man 
f*aid,— Is this our child? The woman re- 
plied,— It is j and the hour approaches that he 
ihajl be known for fuch. They then fepa- 
rated, and one flood on each fide of the bed,; 
their hands met over his head, and they gave l 
him ^a.folemn benediction. He ftrove to rife 
and pay them his refpe£ts, but they forbad 
him; and the Lady faid,— Sleep in peace,- 
©b> my Edmund ! for thofe who are the true 
pc^Teifors of this apartment are employed in 
tbyy pref^rvation: Sleep on, fweet hope* of a 
houf^^that i$ thought paft hope! — Upon this, 
they withdrew, and went out at the fame door 
by which they entered, and he heard them 
vi D 5 defceni 
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tfefcend the fours;— After this, he followed 
a funeral ^s chief mourner; he faw the whole 
proceflion, and heard the ceremonies perform- 
ed. He was matched away from this mourn- 
ful fcene to one of a contrary kind,* a ftately 
feafr, at which he prefided ; and 'he lifcard 
himfelf congratulated as a hufbarid, any a 
father: His friend William fat by his fide ; 
and his happinefs was complete. 'Every Suc- 
ceeding idea was happinefs without allay; 
. and his mind was not idle a moment till the 
Wording fun awakened him.. He peffetftfy 
rerriembered hfe dreams, and medifciteti of! 
ivhat all thefe 'things ihouM portend;— Am I 
'then, faid he, not Edmund Tttyfcfd, but 
fomebody of confequence^ in Whofe Fate To 
many people are interefted? Vain thought, 
that muft have arrfen' from the partial fu£- 
geftion of my two friends, Mr/ WlHiam and 
old Jofeph! < : ' '• 

He Jay c thus reflecting, when afervant 

f knocked at the door, and told him it was paft 
■fix' o'clock, and that the Baron expected him 

I to breakfaft in an hour. He rofe imme- 
diately; paid his tribute of thanks to heaven 
fcr its protection, and Went from his chamber 
\n high health and fpirits. 

He 



J&e waited in , the garden .till the hpur .qf 
.4^r^kfeflp and then attended the Baron. — 
Good morrow, Edmund ! faid he ; how bavje 
you lifted in your new apartment?— fcx- 
4rcmely well, ray Lord, anfwered he. — I am 
glad tp hear it, faid the Baron; but I did not 
know your, accommodations were fo bad^ .as 
Jofeph teljs me they are.^-'Tis of no ccxn- 
ife^uejiQe, v(a.id Edmund; if they were much 
.wor/e, I could difpenfe with tbem fpr three 
^ Rights.— ATery well, faid the Baron ; you are 
Ariravie lad ;.i am fetisfied with ypu v and will 
^xcufe the oiher twP nights.-^^Mt, my JLor^, 
[I (will not be eawiufedi, nomzfklAlhwe *#£- 
Jfon to iuipecVmy courage; I am dgterminqd 
rto go through the remaining nights upprr 
iinany^ accounts;*- That ig>all be as ypu 
rpleafe, faid my Lord. 1 1 think of you as you 
jdeferve.; fo wdl, rthat I fbajl aft your adyi<?e 
»by awdibye in fome affairs pf confequenc?.?*- 
_My life and tfervie.es are ypurs, my Lord; 
•command them freely.^- Let Ofwald be called 
in, faid my Lord ; he (hall be ope pf our con- 
'cfultation. He came; the fervants wer^ dif- 
mifled; and. the Baron fpoke as follows ;-r- 
^Edmund* when fkftJ took you into my fami- 
ly,' ft was at the feqaeft of my. fanMUid Jcjnf- 
^ D 6 . men 
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men ; I bear witnefs to your good behaviour, 
you have not deferved to lofe their efteerh ; 
but, neverthelefs, I have obferved for fome 
years paft, that all but my fon William have 
fet their faces againft you : I fee their meaii- 
nefs, and I perceive their motives : but they 
are, and muft be my relations ; and I would 
rather govern them by love, than fear. I love 
and efteem your virtues : I cannot give you 
up to gratify their humours. My fon Wil- 
liam has loft the affe&ions of the reft, for that 
he bears to you; but he has increafed my 
regard to him : I think myfelf bound in 
honour to him and you to provide for you ! I 
cannot do it, as I wifhed, under my own roof. 
If you ftay here, 1 fee nothing but confufion 
in my family ; yet I cannot put you out of 
it difgracefully. I want to think of fome 
way to prefer you, that you may leave this 
houfe with honour ; and I defire both of you 
to give me your advice in this matter. If 
Edmund will tell me in what way I can em- 
ploy him to his own honour and my advan- 
tage, I am ready to do it ; let him propofe 
it, and Ofwald fhall moderate between lis. 

Here he flopped; and Edmund, whofe 
fighs atmpft choakcd him, threw himfelf at 

the 
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the' Baron's feet, and wet his hand with his 
tear&a Oh, my noble, generous benefa&or-! 
do you condefcend to confult fuch a one as 
me upon' the ftate of your family ? Does your 
moft amiable and beloved ion incur the ill- 
will of his brothers and kinfmen for my fake ? 
What am I, that I fhould difturb the peaces of 
this noble family ? Oh, my Lord, fend me 
away dire&ly ! I fhould be unworthy to live* 

- if I did not earneftly endeavour to reftore your 
happinefs. You have given me a noble edu- 
cation, and I truft I (hall not difgrace it. If 
you will recommend me, and give me a cha- 
ja&er, I fear not to make my own fortune. 
The Baron whiped his eyds j I wifh to do this, 
say child, but in what way ? — My Lord, faid 
^Edmund, I will open my heart to you* I 
have ferved with credit in the army, and I 

, ihpuld prefer a foldier's life.— You pleafd< me 

/Well* faid die Baron : I will fend you to 
France, and give you a recfcmmendatioh to 
the Regent; he knows you perfonally, «and 
\yill prefer you, for my lake, and for ^our 

,own merit. —My Lord, you overwhelm* me 
yith your goodnefs ! I am but vour crea- 
ture, and my life fhall be devoted to yourier- 
v^e f — But, faid the Baron, how to diifcofe of 
; 4 ] yo\i 
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yoii tilUHierfpriiig ?*-*-l]hajt, &id -QfyK*&, m ^ 
be thought pf ;»t k»ft»r^j J £W*rW.*hatyoui 
faav£ refolded, and I jroi^^tulate you ioth. 
The Baron put anei*i>to the coiwanfidittnabjr 
<kfiring Edmund to go' with him into <the 
Menage ti> Jee his horfes. He ordered Of- 
iwald to acquaint his foa William with ell 
thai had- paf&d, and to try to periiiade^the 
cyoung men to meet Edmund and William at 
dinner. 

The Baron took Edmund with him into his 
Menage to fee fome horfes he had lately pur-* 
-chafed ; white they were examining the beau- 
ties and defers ofthefe noble and ufeful ani- 
mals, Edmund declared that he preferred Ca- 
rodoc, a hoi fe he. had broke himfelf, to any 
other in my Lord's ftabtes. Then, faid the 
Baron, I will give him to you $ and you fhall 
go upon him to- feck your fortune. He made 
new acknowledgments for this gift, and de- 
clared he would prize it highly for thegiver*« 
fake. But I fhail not- part with you yet, faid 
my Lord ; I will firfi\ carry all my points with 
thefe iaucy boys, and oblige them to do you 
juftice*— -You have already done that, faid 
Edmund 5 and I will not fuffer any of .your 
Lordfjiip's blood to* undergo any farther hu- 
miliation 
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ftfflilrffon^ my acootrtit. I «thmk, Wkfa 
humble fubmiflion to your better judgment, 
Ike ffooner 1 g^hetfce the belter. 

While they* 'were 4pea*«ng, Qfwaldcame 
to*hem, and Tatd, that the young men had 
abfolutely refttfed to dme at .the table, if£<U 
round was fwefent. — *Tis well, faid the Barony 
I fhaftfind a way to pttniih their contumacy 
hereafter : 1 will make them know that I am 
the mailer there. Edmundjand you, Qfwald, 
iball fpend the day in my apartment above 
Hairs. William J&all dine > with me alone.; 
and I will acquaint him i With our determina- 
tion.* My ion Robert, and rhis cabafy ^aft 
be-prffeners it* *&? ™*X ?#!CUV. Edmund 
r ihall, according to his fcwn defrre, fpend this 
and 1 the following night in the haunted apart- 
ment ; and this for 'his 'take, and my own ; 
for 'if I ftould :now coittradffl: «*y former 
ordeY, it'would'fubjeft j u^ both td their, im- 
pfcttinetrt reflections. ' - ' 

He 'then took Oiwald afide, fcnd' dhargexl 
trim not to let Edmund'go betof <hig figmT; 
for if tie ' fliottfd come* in'the way of' thofe im- 
«placable eriemies, hetremWed for thecon- 
J *qUeitee$. He theft walked Mrcfc eo the 
• ■;..i-- ;• * .'-j::" » tables, 
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ftabJes, and the two friends returned into tfcft 
houfe. - ■ • . ft 

They had a long ccnverfation on various 1 
fubje&s 5 in the courfe of it y Edmund ac- \ 
quainted. Ofwald with all that had pafled be- | 
tween him and Jqfeph the preceding night, I 
the curiofity he had railed, in hftn, and his i 
promife to gratify it the night foUqw^ng, I ] 
wifli, laid Ofwald, you would permit ine to 
be one oPyour party.— How can that be? 
faid Edmund : we fhall be watched, perhaps; _ 
and, if difcovered, what excufe can you. make 
for coming there? Befide, if it were known, 
I fhall be branded with the imputation of 
cowardice ; and, though I have borne much, 
I will not promife to bear that patiently.-— 
Never fear, replied Ofwald, I will fpeak to 
Jofeph about it ; and, after prayers are over, 
and? the family gone to bed, 1 will fteal away 
from tny own chamber and come to you. I 
I am ftrongly interefted in your affairs j and, I 
cannot be eafy unlefs you will receive me into 
. your company : i will bind myfelf to fecre- 
fy in any manner you fhall enjoin. — Your 
word is fufficient, fajd Edmund ; I have as 
much reafon to truft yon, father, as any nuui 
livings I ihould be ungrateful to re/ufe you 

any 
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any thing in my power to grant : but fup- 

pofe the apartment fliould 'really be haunted, 

would you have refolution enough to purfue 

the adventure to a difcovery ? — I hope fo, 

faid Ofwald: but have you any reafon to 

believe it is ? — I bave, faid Edmund ; but I 

have not opened my lips upon this fubjcdr. to 

any creature but yourfelf. This night I 

purpofe, if Heaven permit, to go all over the 

rooms; and, though I had formed this de- 

iign, I will confefs that your company will 

ftrengthen my refolution. I will have no re- 

ferves to you in any refped; but I muft put 

a feal upon your Kps; Ofwald fwore fecrefy 

till he fhould be permitted to difclofe the 

myfteries of that apartment; and both of 

them waited, in folemn expe&ation, the event 

of the approaching night. 

In the afternoon Mr. William was allowed 
to vifit his friend : An affefting interview 1 
patted between them: he lamented the ne- 
ceffity of Edmund's departure, and they took 
a folernn leave of each other, as if they fore- 
boded it would be long ere they fhould rrieet 
again.. ; 

'About the fame hour as the preceding 

evening, 1 ' Jofeph came to condudt Edmund to 

-^ . his 
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his apartment. You will find better accom- 
modations than you had laft night, (kid he, 

and all by my Lord's own order, 1 every 

hour receive fame new proof of his gqodnefs, 
faid Edmund. When they arrived, he found 
a good firp in the chamber, and a table covered 
with cold meats, and a flagon of ftrong been 
— Sit down and get your fupper, my dear 
Mailer, faid Jofeph : I muft attend my Lord j 
but as foon as the family are gone to bed, I 
will yifit you again. -^Do fo, faid Edmund; 
but fixity fee father Ofwald ; he has fbrne-* 
thing to Jay to you: You may truft him, 
fo/ 1 haye no referves to him. — Well, Sir, I 
will fee him if you defire it ; and 1 will come 
to you as foon as poiTible. So faying, he 
went his way* and Edmund fat down to 
fupper. 

'After a .moderate re&e&mfyat* he Jaieeied 
down, and prayed with £he greateft feryeaicy i 
he refignejd himfelf to the dupofal of fieaveo ; 
I am nothing, (aid he, I defire to be nothing 
but what thou, OXord, pleafeft tp^nafee me ^ 
If it is th# will that I fhould return to my for- 
mer obfeurity, be it obeyed with chearfuluefs 1\ 
and, if thou art pjeafed to £xalt me, I will 
look up to the^ as the 01% fountain of 

honour 
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honour aiad *fignky. While Ihe prayed, be 
&k an «til»rgct)ft£iit of heart beyond Vhat he 
had rver etfpciknced before ; all idle fear* 
wore, di/perfed, and; hfe heart: globed with 
JSiraie lotoe and affiance: he fecmed railed 
abovcthe world *nd -aU its furfuits. He con- 
tinued wrapt up in mental devotion, till a 
Jc nocking at the door obliged him to rffc, and 
let in- his two friend?, who came without 
iboes, and; on tiptoe* to vifit bwn. 

, 6ave you,* rt>y fop ! kid thenar ; you Joojc 
rfeptfrnal and happy: — — I atn fc>* iather, hid 
Edmund 9 I have irefigned myfelf to the dif- 
^BPQ&tof Heaven*, and I find ray heart ftcength* 
€Bsd ^bovte what i can eaprefs, — Heaven bo 
fasufe^ f:iaidO&«aW: I believe yewaare de* 
&gn6d for.gneatt thangs^,my ibn;-r-Wtet ! do 
yon \too ieocotfr?ge *ny ambition.? fays i^d- 
jisiqdi (tang* owwwi^e4f ctou^ftan^os ! 
&fe do*fc» # *ny frAeafjfi* and 4o you* my- good 
#flfc£b> tejl rtne the pamctflars you promifed 
Uft^nght. 7 hey 4f^w tbe*r chairs, round the 
fire* aj*d>J©fiqph beig^n 46 ii&llowfc -.—r- . 

Ifou hawc kflard of the lunttmdjy ieath tof 
ihe iate ff /orfl iLoval, my iwftle and worthy 
Maftcr* ^perhaps you >may hare >aifo -heard* 
khftt, inam< Moat tbne v tte 4*f»*(w^V w«* 

.*.!■• *•• haunted. 
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haunted. What paffed the other day, when 
my Lo'fd questioned you both on this head, 
brought all the circutnftances frefb into my 
mind. You then faid, there were fufpicions 
that he came not fairly to his end. 1 truft 
you both, and wUl fpeak what I know of it* 
There was a peribn fufpe&ed of this murder j 
and who do you think it was?— You muft 
(peak out, (aid OfwalcL -*»Why then, faid 
Jofeph, it was the prefcnt Lord Lovel.^— 
You) fpeak my thoughts, faid Ofwald; but 
proceed to the proofs. — I will* Jaid Jofephc 
From the time that my Lord's death was re~ 
ported, there were ftrange whifperings and 
confultations between the new Lord and feme 
of the fervants j there was a deal of private 
bufinefs carried on in this apartment: Soon 
after they gave out that my poor -Lady was 
diitra&ed ; but file threw out ftrong expref- 
fions that favoured nothing of madhefe : Ate 
faid, that the ghoft of her departed Lord had 
appeared to her, and revealed the circuro- 
ftances of this murder. None of thdfcrvants 
but one, were permitted to fee her.. At this 
very time* Sir Walter,' the new Lord, had the 
cruelty to offer Jove* to her y he urged her to 
marry htm $ and one of her women overheaifd 

her 
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beriay, fee would? fooner die than give her 
band to the man who caufed the death of her 
Lord: loon after this, we were told my 
Lady was dead; The Lord Lovel made » 
public and fumptuous funeral for her.— That 
is true, faid Ofwald ; for I was a novice, and 
affiftedatit.- . , 

Wel^ fays jofeplv notar comes my part of 
the ftory. As I was coming home from the 
burial, I overtook Roger, our ploughman. 
Said he/ What think you of this burying} 
What fhould I think, faid I, but we have 
loft -the beft Mafter and Lady that wa^hall 
ever know i God he knows, quoth Roger, 
whether they toe living or dead-; but if ever 1 
few my Lady in my life, I few her alive the 
night they fay (he died* I tried to convince 
bin*! that he>fcas miftakeh ; but he offered to 
takers oath* that the very night they; faid 
fhe died, he faw her come out at the garden* 
gate into the fields; that file often flopped, 
like a perfon in pain, and then went' forward 
igaiii until he loft fight of her. Now it is 
eWtafri tfaaS her tiihe was out, and1heeWpe&* 
cd to lie* down every day 5 and they did not 
pretend that fee died in child-bed. I thought 
%on What J beard j but nothing I faid. 

1 • - Roger 
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Roger cold the famciary tt>. another, fervant; 
fo he was called to an account ; the ftoxy was 
hufiied up* and the foolifli fellow find, he was 
▼erily perfiraded it vraa her ghoft that he far. 
Now you muft take notice that, fnara this 
time, they began to ftsdk, about* that this a* 
partment was troubled j and not only this, 
bat at tail the new Lord coufil nt flecp in 
quiet in his own room j Mid this induced hho 
to fell, the cafHe to his bcouhcr-io-lawi and 
get out of this countoy asfaA aftpoJEbJc He 
took rooft *>£ the ffervsntsi awray wiuh him* and 
Roger among the nefli. As tot we,, they 
thought 1 knew nothing* and ft) they left mo 
behind; hut I wa& neitiior bliad nor deaf, 
though 1 could here, and. fee, and. (ay 
nothing* < ,u. ..■■!! ;■ * ;.i 

This is at dark fto*y, (aid GfwaldL^Ilr is 
fo, feirf Edmund v but why fltaild Jofeph 
(cent to think it coacerns rneirt particular f 
v~Ah, dear Sir ! Jaid Jofeph, I muft tell you, 
though I neve* uttered it to mortal man be- 
focc; the fttikirtg refemhlaiie*: this young 
man bear* *o ray dear- Lord* the ftrdnge dhS 
like his reptfed fetter took to hi»> his gentle 
manners, his generoua heaK, hia noble qua- 
lities fo uncommon in thofe of his birth and 

breeding, 
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reeding, the found of his voice— You may 
inik at the ftrength of my fancy, but I can- 
lot put it out of my, mind but that he is my 
awn Matter's (on: 

At thefe words Edmund changed- colour, 
and trembled ; he clapped his hand upon his 
breaft, and looked up to Heaven in filence ; 
his dream recurred to his memory, and ftrucfc 
upon his heart. He related it to his attentive 
auditors. The ways of Providence art won- 
dtr&il, fiid'Ofwald. If this be fo, Heaven in 
its <©wh time will make it appear. 

Here a filence offeverai minutes ended; 
when, fuddenly, they were awakened froni 
their reverie by a violent noife in the rooms 
underneath them. It feemed like the cJafhin£ 
of arms, and fomething feemed to fall down 
with violence. 

They ftarted, and Edmund rofe up with a 
look fufl of resolution and intrepidity.- 1 — I am 
called* faid he; I obey the call! He took 
up a lamp* and went to* the door that he had 
4>pene# tihe night before. -Oftv^ld followed 
with his rofery in his hand, an3 'Jofeph liift 
withtremblinjg fteps; The ddo* opened Vith 
eaie, and they defcended the Ihrirs iii profound 
filence. 

The 
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The lower rooms anfwered exa&ly to thofe 
above ; there were two parlours and a large 
clofet. They (aw nothing remarkable in thefe 
rooms, except two pictures, that were turned 
with their faces to the walL Jofeph took the 
courage .to turn them : Thefe, faid he, are the 
portraits of my Lord and Lady. — Father, 
look at this face ; do you know who is like it? 
—I mould think, faid Ofwald, it was done 
for Edmund !— 4 am, faid Edmund, ftjuck 
with the refeml?lance myfelf : but let us go 
on; 1 feel myfelf infpired with unufual 
courage.— Let us open the clofet-door.— 
Ofwald Hopped him fliort : — Take heed, faid 
he, left the wind of the door put out the; lamp. 
J will oj>en this dopr. He attempted it with- 
out fuccefs; Jofeph did the fame^ but to no 
purpofe : Edmund gave the lamp to Jofeph ; 
he t approached the door, tried the key, and it 
gave way to his hand in a moment.— This 
adventule belongs, faid he, to me only; that 
is plain; bring the lamp, forward. Ofwald 
p^peated }\i? pa$ernofter, : in which tjiey alt 
joined, and then entered ti)c clofet. 

The firft thing that prefented itfelf to their 
view, was a complete fult of armour, that 
feemed to have fallen down on an heap. Be- 

hokN 
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hold ! laid Edmund; this made die aoifc we 
beard above. They took i( up, and examined 
it piece by piece ; the infide of the breaft-plate 
was ftained with Wood.— See here ! faid Ed- 
mund; what think you of this?— -'Tis my 
Lord's armour, faid Jofeph ; I know it well : 
Here has been bloody, work in this clofet ! 
Going forward, he {tumbled over fomething ; 
it was a ring, with the arms of Lovel engraved 
upon it. — This is my Lord's ring, faid 
Jofeph ; I have feen him wear it: I give it to 
you, Sir, as the right owner; and moft reli- 
gioufly do I believe you his fon.— Heaven 
only knows that, faid Edmund ; and, if it 
permits, I will know who was my father be- 
fore I am a day older. While he was fpeak- 
ing hefhifted his ground, and perceived that 
the boards rofe up on the other fide of the 
clofet ; upon farther examination they found 
that the whole floor was loofe, and a table 
that flood over them concealed the circum- 
Jrance from a cafual obferver. — I perceive, 
faid Ofwald, that fome great difcovery is at 
hani — God defend us ! faid Edmund, but I 
verily believe that the perfon that owned this, 
armour lies buried under us. Upon this, a 
difmal hollow groan was heard, as if from un- 
E deroeath. 
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dcrncfeth. A folemn filence enfued, and marks 
of fear were vifible upon all three j the groan 
Was thrcie heard: Ofwald made figns for 
them to kneel, and he prayed audibly, that 
Heaven would direft them how to a£t; he 
alfo prayed for the foul of the departed, that 
it might reft in peace. After this, he arofe; 
but Edmund continued kneeling : he vowed 
folemnly to devote himfelf to the difcovery of 
this fecret, and the avenging the death of the 
perfon there buried. He then rofe up>— f t 
would be to no purpofc, faid he, for us to ex- 
amine further now; when I am properly 
authorifed, I will have this place opened : I 
truft that time is not far off.— I believe it, 6id 
Ofwald ; you are defigned by Heaven to be 
its inflrument in bringing this deed of dark* 
nefs to light. We are your creatures ; only 
tell us what you would have us do, and we 
are ready to obey your commands. — I only 
demand your filence, faid Edmund, -till I call 
for your evidence j and then, you muft fpeak 
all you know, and all you fufpeft.— Oh, (aid 
Jofeph, that I may but live to fee that day, 
and I fhall have lived long enough !— Come, 
(aid Edmund, let us return up ftairs, and we 
will confult further how I fliall proceed : fo 

Taying, 
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tayiag, toe went out of the clofet^ and they 
followed him. He locked the door, and took 
the key out : — I will keep Ais, faid he, till t 
have power to ufe it to purpofe, left any one 
thould -prelume to pry into the fecnet of thif 
clofet; I will always carry it about me, to 
remind itie of what I have undertaken. 

Upon this, they returned up* flairs into the 
bed-chamber; all Was ftill, and they heard 
nothing more to difturb diem. How, (aid 
Edmund, is it poffible that I (hould be thefon 
of Lord Love! i fo*> however circumftances 
have denied to encourage fuch a notion, what 
reafon have I to believe it? — I aniftrangely 
puzzled about it, faid Ofwald* It feems un- 
likely that fo good a man as Lord Lovel 
(hould corrupt the wife of a peaiant, his vaflak 
and, efpecially, being fo lately married to a 
Lady with -whom he was paffionately in love. 
•^Hold there ! (aid Jofeph ; my Lord was 
incapable of fuch an action : If Mafter Ed- 
mund is the fon of my Lord, he is alfo the 
fen of my Lady.— How can that be? faid 
Edmund*— I don't know how, fakl Jofcplv; 
but there is a perfon who ca» tdl if (heiwili: 
f-'nt&ut Margery Twyfotsd, who «aUs herfetf 
yotir mother. -*i You meet my thoughts, (aid 
E 2 Edmund; 
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Edmund ; I had refolved, before you (poke, 
tp vifit her, and to interrogate her on the 
fubjed : I will aft my Lord's permiifion to 
go this very day.— That is right, faid Of- 
wald ; but be cautious and prudent in your 
inquiries — If you, faid Edmund, would bear 
me company, I ihould do better; (he might 
think herfelf obliged to anfwer your quef- 
tions ; and, being lefs interefted in the event, 
you would be more difcreet in your interro- 
gations.— That I will moft readily, faid he ; 
and I will afk my Lord's permiffion for us 
both. — This point is well determined, faid 
Jofeph; I am impatient for the refult; and 
I believe my feet will carry me to meet ypu 
whether I confent or. not. —I am as impatient 
as you, faid Ofwald j but let us be filent as 
the grave, and let not a word or look indi- 
cate any thing knowing or myfterious. 

The day-light began to dawn upon their 
conference ; and Edmund, obferving it, beg- 
ged his friends to withdraw in filence. They 
did lb, and left Edmund to his own recollec- 
tions. His thoughts were too much employ* 
ed for deep to approach him ; he threw him- 
{elf upon the bed, and lay meditating how he 
(hould proceed i a thoufand fchemes offered 

themfelves, 
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themfelves, and were reje&ed : but he re- 
fofved, at all events, to leave Baron Fitz- 
Oweri's family the firft opportunity that pre- 
sented itfelf. 

He was fummoned, as before, to attend my 
Lord at breakfaft; during which, he was 
filent, abfent, and referved. My Lord ob- 
ferved it, and rallied him ; inquiring how he 
had fpent the mVht r — In reflecling upon my 
fituation, my Lord ; and in laying plans for 
my future conduct; Ofwald took the hint, 
and afked permiffioh to vifit Edmund's mother 
in his company, and acquaint her with his 
intentions of leaving the country foon. He 
confented freely; but feemed unrefolved a- 
bout Edmund's departure. 

They fet out directly, and Edmund went 
haftily to old Twyford's cottage, declaring 
that every field feemed a mile to him. Reftrain 
your warmth, my fon, faid Ofwald j compofe 
your mind, and recover your breath, before 
you enter upon a bufinefs of fuch confequence. 
Margery met them at the door, and afked 
Edmund what wind blew him thither ? —Is it 
Co very furprifing, faid he, that I fhould vifit 
my parents ? — Yes, it is, faid fhe, confidering 
the treatment ^ou have met with from us ; 
E 3 but 
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but fince Andrew is not in the houfe, I way 
fcy I am glad to fee you : Lord Weft yow, 
what a fine youth you be grown ! 'Tis a long 
time fince I law you ; but that is not my 
fault: many a crofs word, and many a 
blow, have I had on your account : but I may 
now venture to embrace my dear child.— 
Edmund came forward and embraced her fer- 
vently; the ftarting tears, on both fides, 
evinced their affcdion. And why, faid he, 
ihould my father forbid you to embrace your 
child? what have I ever done toJeferve his 
hatred ? — Nothing, my dear boy? yon were 
always good and tender-hearted, and defcrved 
the love of every body.-— It is not coaimonV 
faid Edmund^ for a parent to hate his firft- 
born fon Without his having deferved it.-* 
This is true, faid Ofwald ; it is uncommon, 
it is unnatural ; nay, I am of opinion it is al- 
moft impoflible. I am fo convinced of this 
truth, that I believe the m? n whd thus hates 
and abufes Edmund, cannot be his father. In 
faying this, he obferved her countenance at- 
tentively; fhe changed colour apparently. 
— Come, faid he, let us fit down $ and do 
vot*, Margery, anfwer to what I have faid. — 
Blefled Virgin ! faid Margery, what does 

your 
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m Reverence mean ? what do you fufpedt ? 
I fufpe&, faid he, that Edmund is not the 
tr of Andrew your hufband. — Lord ble(s 
e ! &id me, what is it you do fufpe& ?— 
o not evade my queftion, woman.! I am 
•me here by authority to examine you upon 
is point. The woman trembled every 
int : — Would to Heaven ! faid fhe, that 
ndrew was at home ! — It is much better as 
is, /aid Ofwald: you are the perfon we 
e to examine. — Oh, father, faid (he, da you 
ink that I — that I— that I am to blame in 
is matter f what have I done ? — Do you, 
x y faid he, afk your, own queftions ? Upon 
\Sy Edmund threw himfelf at her feet, and 
nty-aced. her lyiecs.— Oh my mother ! faid 
?, for as fuch my. heart owns, you, tejl me. 
r the love of Heaven ! tell me, who was my 
ther ?— Gracious Heaven ! faid fhe, what 
ill become of me ?— Woman ! faid Of- 
ald, confefs the truth, or you fhall be com- 
piled to do it: by whom had you this 
>iUh?— Who, I? faid fhe; I had him! 
"o, father, I am not guilty of the black crime 
: adultery ; God he knows my innocence : 
am not worthy to be the mother .of fuch a 
reet youth as that is.— You are not his 
E 4 mother. 
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mother, then, nor Andrew his father ?— OH* 
what fliall I do ? faid Margery; Andrew wi# 
be the death of me .'—No, he fliall not, faKJ 
Edmund; you fhallbe protected and reward-* 
ed for the difcovery. — Goody, faid OfWald^ 
confefs the whole truth, and I will protect 
ycu from harm and from blame ; you may b^ 
the means of making Edmund's fortune, in* 
which cafe he will certainly provide for you * 
on the other hand, by an obftinate filence you 
will deprive yourfelf of all advantages you 
might receive from the difcovery ; and, be- 
tide, ypu willfoon be examined in a different 
manner, and be obliged to confefs all you 
know, and nobody will thank you for it.— 
Ah ! faid flie, but Andrew beat me the lanV 
time I fpoke to Edmund 5 and told me he 
would break every bone in my fkiri, if ever I 
fpoke to him again.— He knows it then? faid 
Ofwald— He know it ! Lord help you, it was 
all his own doing. — Tell us then, faid Of- 
wald j for Andrew fliall never know, it, till it 
is out of his power to punifh you. — 'Tis a 
long ftory, faid (he, and cannot be told in a 
few words. — It will never be told at this rate, 1 
faid he ; fit down and begin it inftantly.— 
My fate depends upon your words, faid Ed- 
mund j- 
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flUind ; my foul is impatient of the fufpenfe ! v 
V ever you loved me and cherifhed me, {hew 
j* flow, and tell while I have breath to afk it. 
He fat in extreme agitation of mind 5 his 
^ords and anions were equally exprefliv£ of 
his inward emotions*— I will, faid (he; but I 
^tift try to recollect all the circumftances. 
V u muft know, young man, that you are 
Juft one- and- twenty years of age.— On what 
day was he born, faid Ofwald ?— The day 
before y^fterday, faidfhe, the 21ft of Septem- 
ber. — A remarkable sera, faid he. — 'Trs fo, 
indeed, (aid Edmund : Oh, that night ! that 
Apartment !— Be filent, (aid Ofwald; and do 
ybti, Margery, begin your ftory. 

I will, faid (he. Juft one-and-twenty years 
ago, on that very day, I loft my firft-born 
(on: I got a hurt by over-reaching myfejf, 
when I was near my time, and fo the poor 
child died* And fo, as I was fitting all alone, 
and very melancholy, Andrew came home 
from work: fee, Margery, faid he, I have 
Drought you a child inftead of that you have 
loft. So he gave me a bundle, as 1 thought; 
bat fure enough it was a child ; a poor help- 
left .babe juft born, and only rolled up in a 
fine halndkerchief, and over that a rich velvet 
E 5 cloal4 
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cloak, trimmed with gold lace. And where 
did you find this? (aid I.-^Upon the foot- 
bridge, faid he, juft below the clay field. 
This child, faid he, belongs to fome great 
folic, and perhaps it may be inquired after 
one day, and may make our fortunes; tate 
care of it, faid he, and bring it up as if 
it was your own. The poor infant was cold, 
and it cried, and looked up at me fo pitifully, 
that I loved it j befide, my milk was trouble- 
lome to me, and I was glad to be eafed of it ; 
fo I gave it the breaft, and from that hour I 
loved the child as if it were my otort, and fo I 
tio ftill if I dared to own it.— And this is all 
you know of Edmund's birth ? faid Ofwald* 
—No, not all, faid Margery ; but pray look 
out and fee whether Andrew is coming, for I 
am all over in a twitter.— He is not, faid 
Ofwald ; go on, I befeech ydu j— This hap- 
pened, faid (he, as I told you, on the izift. 
On the morrow, my Andrew went out early 
to work, along with one Robin Roufe, our 
neighbour ; they had not been gone above an 
hour when they both came back feemirigly 
very much frightened: fays Andrew, Go 
you, Robin, and borrow a pick-axe at neigh- 
bour Styles's. What is the matter now? faid 

I— 
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l-r-Mattefr enough! quoth Andrew y we may 
come to be hanged, perhaps, as many an in- 
nocent man has before us. Tell me what is 
the matter ? faid L I will faid he y but if 
eVer yoii open your mouth about it, woe be 
tftyon! I never will, fcidl: but he made* 
roe fwear by all the bleffqd Saints in the 
Calender ; and then he told me, that, as 
Robin and he were going over the foot-bridge, 
where he found the child the evening before, 
they faw ibmething floating upon the water* 
b they followed Hi it^iU it ftuck againft a ftake, 
and found it to be the deaji body of a woman : 
as fuse as you, are aliye, Madge, faid he; this 
was the mother of the child 1 brought home. 
—Merciful God ! faid Edrmjnd* api I the 
child of that hapjefc mother ?— Be compofed, 
faid Ofwald: proceed, good wpjrnan, the time 
i& precious,, i—And fo, combined & e > Andrew* 
told me they dragged the body put pf the 
xivBTf md it was richly drefled, and muft be 
fomebody of confequeose* \ /uppofe, faid 
he, when the poor Lady Jj$4 taken care of 
her child, &e went tp fiijd fo#\e )^lp; and, 
the night fceing dark, her -foot fljpp^ci, and, 
flic fell into the river, \a#d.tf<# i drowned. ; 
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Lord have mercy ! faid Robin, whatihaH 
we do with the dead body ? we may be taken 
\jp for the murder; what had we to do to 
meddle with it ? Aye, but, (ays Andrew, we 
muft have fomething to do with it now ; and 
our wifeft way is to bury it.- Robin was 
fadly frightened, but at laft they agreed to 
carry it into die wood, and bury it there; (o 
they caine home for a pick-axe and (hovel. 
Well, (aid I, Andrew, but will you bury all 
the rich clothes you fpeak of? Why, (aid he* 
it would be both a (in and afliame to ftrip the 
dead. So it would, faid I; but I will give 
you a (heet to wrap the body in, and you may 7 
take off her upper garments, and any thing of 
value ; but not ftrip her to the (kin for 
any thing. Well faid, wench ! faid he ; I 
will do as you fay. So [ fetched a (heet, and 
by that time Robin was come back, and away 
they went together. 

They did not come back again till noon, 
and then they fat down and ate a morfel to- 
gether. Says Andrew, Now we may (it down 
and eat in peace. Aye, fays Robin, and deep 
in peace too, for we have done no harm* No, 
to be furc, (aid I $ but yet I am much con- 
cerned that the poor Lady had not Chriftian 

burtaL 
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mrial. Never trouble thyfelf about that, 
Eud Andrew ; we have done the beft we could 
for her: but let us fee what we have got in 
our bags ; we muft divide them. So they 
opened their bags, and took out a fine gown 
and a pair of rich ihoes ; but, befides thefe* 
there was a. fine necklace with a golden 
locket, and a pair of ear-rings. Says Andrew, 
and winked at me, I will have thefe, and you 
may take the reft* Robin laid, he was fiuis- 
ficd, and foiie went bis way. When he was 
gone, . Here* you fool, fays Andrew, take 
thefe, and keep them as fafe as the bud of 
your eye : If ever young Matter is found, 
thefe will make our fortune. — And have you 
them now? laid Ofwald.— Yes that I have* 
anfwered (he ; Andrew would have ibid them 
long ago, but, I always put him off itr— 
Heaven be ptaifed ! faid Edmund.— Hulh, 
laid Ofwald, let us not lofe time) proceed, 
Goody !«~*Nay, laid Margery, I have not 
much more to fay. We looked every day to 
hear fome inquiries after the child, but nor- 
thing pafled, nobody 4 wa$ miffing.—Did no- 
body of note die about, that time? laid Os- 
wald.?— r- Why ye$, laid Ma/gfcry, the wi<jp^ 
Lady Lovel died that fame weekjr by th$ 

feme 
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fame token, Andrew went to the funeral, and' 
brought home a 'fcutcheon* which I keep unto, 
this day.— Very well ; go on. — My hufbaad 
behaved well enough to the boy, till fuch time 
as he had two or thtfee children of his own; 
and then he began to grumble, and fay, it 
was hard to maintain other folks' children, 
when he found it hard enough to keep his 
own : I loved the boy quite as well as my 
own ; often and often have I pacified An* 
drew, and' made him to hope that he fhould 
one day or other be paid for his trouble ; but 
at laft he grew out of patience* and gave over 
all hopes of that kind. 

As Edmund grew up, he grew fickly and 
tender, and could -not bear hard labour; and 
that was another reafon why my hufband 
could not beat With him. If, quoth he, the 
boy could earn his living, I did not care , bat 
X muft bear all the etfpenee. There came an 
*id piigrim into our parts; he was a fchoiar, 
and had been a foldier, and he taught Ed- 
RMind to read; then he told him hiftories of 
warsy and Knights, and Lords, and great 
men; and Edmund took fuch delight in 
bearing him, that he would not take to any 
Aingelfe. •■-...•- 

To 
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To be Cure, Edwin was a pleafant compa- 
nion ; he would tell old ftories, and fing old 
fongs, that one could have fat all night to 
hear him; but, as I was faying, Edmund 
grew more and more fond of reading, and lcii 
Of work ; Jiowever, he would run of errands, 
and do many handy turns for the neigh** 
bours y and he was fo courteous a lad, that 
people took notice of him* Andrew once 
catched him alone reading, and then told him, 
that if he did not find fome way to earn hh 
bread, he Would turn him out of doors in a 
very fhort time ; and fo he would have done* 
fure enough, if my Lord Fitz-Owen had not 
taken him into his fervice juft in the nick, - 

Veryfrcll, Goody, faid Ofwald ; you have 
told your ftory very well ; I am glad, for Ed- 
mund's fake, that ydu can do it fo properly* 
But now, can you keep a fecret ?— Why, an't 
pleafe your Reverence, I think I have mewed 
you that I can.— But can you keep k from 
your hufband? — Aye, faid fbe, furefy I can* 
for I dare not tell it him.— That is a good 
fecurity, faid he; but I muft have a betters 
You muft fwear upon this book not to *£ 
clofe any thing that has paffed between u& 
three, till wedefire you to do it. Be affurdd 

you 
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you will foon be called upon for this pur* 
pofe j Edmund's birth is near the difcovery; 
He is the fon of parents of high degree ; and 
it will be in his power to make your fortune, 
when he takes pofleflion of his own. 

Holy Virgin ! what is it you tell me ? How 
you rejoice me to hear, that what I have fo 
long prayed for will come to pafs ! She took 
the oath required, faying after Ofwald.— 
Now, faid he, go and fetch the tokens you ; 
have mentioned. ; 

When (he was gone, Edmund's paffions, 
long fuppreffed, broke out in tears and excla- 
mations; he kneeled down, and, with his 
hands clafped together, ^returned thanks to 
Heaven for the difcpvery. Ofwald begged 
him to be compofed, left Margery fhpuld per- ' 
ceivehis agitation, anp 1 mifconftrue the caufe. 
She foon returned with the necklace and ear- 
rings : They were pearls of great value ; 
and the necklace had a locket, on which the 
cypher of Loyel was engraved.— This, faid 
Ofwald, .is indeed a proof of confequence: 
Keep it, Sir, for it belongs to you.— Muft he 
take it away f (aid Ihe. — Certainly, returned 
Ofwald j we can do nothing without it: but 
i£ Andrew fbould ajk for it, you muft put him 

• off 
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off for the prefent, and hereafter- he will find 
his account in it# Margery confented re- 
hi&antly to part with the jewels ; and^ after 
fome further converfetion, they took leave of 
her. Edmund embraced her affe&ionately; 
— I thank you with my whole heart, {aid he, 
for all your goodnefs to me ! Though I con* 
fefs, I never fek much regard for your huf- 
band, yet for ^ou I had always the tender 
affeflion of a fon. You will, I truft, 1 give* 
your evidence in my behalf when called 
upon : and I hope it will one day be in my 
power to reward your kkidnefs : In that cafe, 
I will 6#h* you as my fetter-mother^ and jtou 
{hall always be treated as fuch. Margery 
wept*— The Lord grant it \ faid {he; and I 
pray him -to have you in his holy keeping. 
Farewell, my dear child !— Ofwald ddfired 
them to fepaiiate for fear of intrufion ; anil 
they returned to the Caftle. Margery flood J 
at the ddor of her cottage, looking every way i 
to fee if the coaft *was clear. 

: $Jow, Sir,tfaid Ofwald, I congratulate you 
as the fon of Lord and Lady Lovel; the proofs 
are ftirbng and indifpu table. — To us they are 
fo, faid Edmund; but how {hall we make 
them fo to others? and what are we to 

think 
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think of the funeral of Lady Lav el ?— As of 
afidion, (aid Ofwald; the work of the pre* 
fent Lord,, to fecure his title and fortune.*— 
And what means can we ufe to difpoflefs 
him ? (aid Edmund : he is not a man for a 
poor youth like me to contend with.— Doubt 
not, faid Ofwald, but Heaven, who has evi-> 
dently conduced you by the hand thus far 
will complete its own work,; for my part, I| 
can only wonder and adore !-*-Giv$- me your 
advice then, faid Edmund j for Heavea affifis, 
lis by natural means. . 

It feemsto me, faid Ofwald, that your firfk 
ftep muft be to make a friend of fome greats 
man, of confequence enough to efpoi^fe your 
caufe, and to get this affair examined into bjy 
authority. Edmund ftarted and( qroffed himv, 
felfi h$ fuddejily exclaimed — A friend! Yes 5 
I hav? a friend ! a powerful one too, one fent 
by Heaven to be my prote&o?, bu^ whom I* 
have too long negle&ed.-^Whd can that be I 
faid Ofwald. — Who fliould it be,faid Edmund^ 
but that good Sir Philip Harclay, the chofcn 
friend of him, whom J {hall from} hcncefor~ : 
ward call my father.— 'Tis true, indeed, faid 
Ofwald ; and this is a frefli proof of what I 
before ohfesrv^d, that Heaven aflifts you and 
. ; wiU 
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will complete its own work. — 1 think fo my* 
felf, laid Edmund, and rely upon its direction* 
I have already determined, on ray future con- 
dad, which I will communicate to you. My 
firft ftep fhall be to leave the Caftle. My 
Lord has this day given me a horfe, upon 
which I propofe to fet out this v^xy night, 
without the knowledge of any of the family,, 
I will go to Sir Philip Harclay ; I will threw 
rnyfelf at his feet, relate my ftrangt ftory, and 
implore his protection : With him I wilj 
confult on the moft proper way of bringing 
this murderer to public jufticej. and I will be. 
guided by his advice and dire&ion in every) 
thing.— Nothing can be better, fitfd Qfwald* 
than what you propofe : but give me leave to 
ofer an addition to your fcherae. You fliall 
fet off in the dead of night, as you intend;. 
Jofeph, and I, will favour your departure in 
firth a manner as to throw a myftery over the 
circumftances of it : Your cUfappearijig at 
raeh a time from the haunted apartment, will 
terrify and; confound. all the family; they 
will puzzle themfelves in vain to account for 
it, and they will be afraid to pry into the fe- 
crets of thai place. 

You 
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You fay well j and I approve your addition, 
replied Edmund* Suppofe, likewife, there 
•was a letter written in a myfterious manner, 
and dropt in my Lord's way, or fent ta him 
afterwards ; it would forward our defign, and 
frighten them away from that apartment.— 
That fiiall be my care, laid Ofwald j and I 
Will warrant you that they will not find 
themfelves difpofed to inhabit it prefcntly.— 
But how fhall 1 leave my dear friend Mr. 
William, without a word of notice of this 
feparation ?— I have thought of that too, faid 
Ofwald ; and I will fo manage, as to acquaint 
him with it in fuch a manner as he (hall 
think out of the common courfe of things:, 
and which (hall make him wonder and be 
filent.— How will you do that, faid Edmund ? 
—I will tell you hereafter, faid Ofwald ; for 
here comes old Jofeph to meet us. 

He came, indeed, as faft as his age would 
permit him. As foon as he was within hear- 
ing, he afked them what news I They re- 
lated all that had paffed at Twyford's cottage; 
he heard them with the greateft eagernefs of 
attention, and as foon as they came to the 
. great event — I knew it ! I knew it ! exclaim*, 
ed Jofeph! I was fure it would prove fo! 

Thank 
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Thank God for it! But I will be the firft 
to acknowledge my young Lord, and I will 
live and die his faithful fervant ! Here Jofeph 
attempted to kneel to him, but Edmund pre- 
vented him with a warm embrace: My 
friend ! my dear friend ! (aid he, I cannot 
fuffer a man of your age to kneel to me ? are 
you not one of my beft and trueft friends ? I 
will ever remember your difmterefted afFe&ron 
for me ; and if Heaven reftores me to my 
rights, it (hall be one of my firft cares to ren- 
der your old age eafy and happy. Jofeph wept 
over him, and it was fonie time before he 
could utter a word. 

Ofwald gave them both time to recover 
their emotion, by acquainting Jofeph with 
Edmund's fcheme for his departure. Jofeph 
. wiped his eyes and fpoke.— I have thought, 
faid he, of fomething that will be both agree- 
able and ufeful to my dear mailer. John 
Wyatt, Sir Philip Harclay's fervant, is now 
upon a vifit at his father's; I have heard that 
he goes home foon; now he would be both 
a guide, and companion, on the way.— That 
is, indeed, a happy circumftance, (aid Ed- 
mund - y but how fhall we know certainly 
the time of his departure ?-»Why, Sir, I will 
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go to him') and enquire : and* brfng you woftl 
dire&ly. — Do fo, (aid Edmund, and you Wifi 
oblige me greatly. — But, Sir, faidOfwald, I 
think it will be beft hot to let John Wyatt 
know who is to be his companion ; only let 
Jofeph tell him that a gentleman is going t6 
vifit his Matter: And, if poflible, prevail upon 
him to fet out this night.— Do fo, my good 
friend, faid Edmund ; and tell him, further, 
that this perfon* has bufinefs of great confe- 
quence to communicate to his Matter, and 
cannot delay his journey on any account. — I 
will 3b this, you may depend, faid Jofeph* 
and acquaint you with my fuccefs as foon as 
poflible ; but, Sir, you mutt not go without 
a guide, at any rate*— I truft I fhall not, faid 
Edmund, though I go atone ; he that has re- 
ceived fuch a call as I have, can want-no other> 
nor fear any danger. * 

They converted on* thefe points till they 
drew near the Cattle, when Jofeph left them 
to go on his errand, and Edmund attended 
his Lord at dinner. The Baron obferved 
that he was filent and referved ;^the conver* 
fation lartguifhed on both fides. As foon as 
dinner was ended, Edmund afked permiflion 
to go up into his wn apartment 5 where Ke 
1 packed 
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jpackedttpfcme^eccflaries, and .made a hefty 
preparation for his departure. 

Afterwards he walked into the garden, re- 
volving in his mind the peculiarity of his 
fituation, and the uncertainty of his future 
profpe&s; loft in thought, -he walked to and 
fro in a covered walk, With his arms croffed 
and his eyes caft down, without perceiving 
that he was obferved by two females who flood 
at a diftance watching his motions : It was 
the Lady Emma, and her attendant, who were 
thus engaged. At length, he lifted up his 
eyes and (aw them; he Hood ftiil, and was 
irrefolute whether to advance or retire : They 
approached him ; and, as they drew near, fair 
Emma fpoke. — You have been fo wrapt in 
meditation, Edmund, that I am apprehenfive 
of fome new vexation that I am yet a ftranger 
:*o: Would it were in.my power 'to leffen 
thole you have already ! But tell me if I 
gaefs truly? He ftood ftill irrefolute, he 
anfwered with hefitation.— Oh, Lady— I am 
— I am grieved, I am concerned, to be the 
caufe 6f fo much confufion in mis noble fa* 
mily, to which I am fo much indebted : I -fee 
no way to leflen thefe evils but to remove the 
caufe oof them.*— Meaning yourfelf? faid fhe. 

Certainly 
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—Certainly, Madam; and I was roedkatim 
on my departure. But, faid {he, by your de- 
parture you Will not remove the caufe. — How 
fo, Madam ?— Becaufe you are not the caufe, 
but thofe you will leave behind you. —Lady 
Emma !— How can you affect this ignorance, 
Edmund ? You know well enough it is that 
odious Wenlock, your enemy and my aver- 
fion, that has caufed all this mifchief among 
us, and will much more, if he is not re- 
moved. — This, Madam, is a fubjedt that it 
becomes me to be filent upon : Mr, Wen- 
. lock- is your kinftnan ; he is not my friend; 
and for that reafon I ought not to fpeak a- 
gainft him, nor you to hear it from me : If he 
has ufed me ill, I am recompenfed by the ge- 
nerous treatment of my Lord your father, 
who is all that is great and good; he has al- 
lowed me to juftify myfelf to him, and he his 
reftored me to his good opinion, which I prize 
among the belt gifts of heaven : Your ami- 
, able brother William thinks well of me, and 
his efteem is infinitely dear to me; and you, 
excellent Lady, permit me to hope that you 
honour me with your good opinion : Are 
not thefe ample amends for the ill-will Mr. 
Wenlock bears me ?— My opinion of you, 

Edmund, 
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EdmtaeV Gud Ihe, fy fixe4 and fettled: it is 
°fc founded upon events of yefterday, but 
upon long knowledge and experience - 9 upon 
your whole" conduct and chara&er.— You 
honour me, Lady ! Continue to think well of 
©e, it will excite me to deferve it. When I 
am far diftant from this place, the remem- 
brance of your goodnefs will be a cordial to 
my heart. — But why will you leave us, Ed- 
mund? Stay and defeat the defigns of your 
enemy » you fhall have my wifhes and affift- 
ance.— Pardon me, Madam, that is among 
the things I cannot do, even if it were in my 
power, which it is nofc Mr. Wenlock loves 
you, Lady, and if he is fo unhappy as to be 
your averfion, that is a punifhment fevere 
cneatghi For the reft, I may be unfortunate 
; by the wickednefs 6f others, but if I am un- 
worthy, it muft be by my own fault. — So 
then you think it is an unworthy a&ion to 
oppofe Mr. Wenlock ? Very well,- Sir : 
Then I fuppofe you wifli him fuccefs - 9 you 
wifti that I may be married to him? — I, 
Madam ! faid Edmund, confufed j what am 
I, that I fhould give my opinion on an affair 
of fo much confequence ! You djftrefs me* 
by the question. May you J?e happy j m^y 
F you 
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you enjoy your own wifhes ! He fighed, he 
turned away. She called him back ; he trem- 
bled, and kept frfence. 

- She teemed to enjoy his confufion ; ihe 
was cniel enough to repeat the queftion. — 
TeH me, Edmund, and truly, do you wifh to 
lee me gire my hand to Wenlock ? I infift 
upon your anlwer. AD on a fudden he re- 
covered both his voice and courage ; he ftep- 
ped forward, his perfbn ered, his counte- 
nance affured, his voice refalute and intre- 
pid.— Since Lady Emma infills upon my 
anfwer, fince ihe avows a diflike to Wen- 
lock, fincefhe condescends toalk my opinion, 
I will tell her my thoughts, my wifhes. The 
rair Emma now trembled in her turn; (he 
blufhed, looked down, and was afhatned to 
have ipoken fo freely. Edmund went on ; 
— My moft ardent wifhes are, that the fair 
Emma may rcfarre her heart and hand rill a 
certain perfan, a friend of mine, is at liberty 
to jblicit them, whole utmoft ambition is, 
frrft to defcnre, and then obtain them.— 
Your friend, Sir! bid Lady Emma! her 
brow clouded, her eye d^uainfuL Kdmund 
proceeded: — My friend is fc> paitkuhiiy cir- 
cumftanccd that he cannot at prcfcnt, with 

propriety, 
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propriety, aflc for I*adjt Emma's favour; but 
as foon as he has gained a caufe that is yet in 
Adpencej he will openly declare his pretea- 
fions, and if he is unfuccefsful, he will then 
condemn Jiiinfelf to eternal filence. Lady 
Emma knew not what to think of this decla- 
ration; :fhe hoped, {he feared^fhe meditated * 
but her attention was too fttongly excited to 
be fatisfied: without fome gratification: after 
a paufe, fbe purfued the fttbje£h <— And this 
friend of yours, Sir, of what degree andfor- 
tune is he? ,Ednurad fouled; but, com- 
manding his amotion* he replied, his birth is 
noble, his degree and fortune uncertain. Her 
countenance fell, fl*e fighed ; he proceeded, 
■ '' I t is utterly irnpoffible, faid be, for any 
man of inferior degree to afpire to Lady Em- 
irfc^s fcvour ;. her noble birth, the dignity of 
her 'beauty and virtues, . raufl awe ^nd.keepat 
thSeij:, proper diftance all mtn of inferior de- 
gree and merit; they rnay admire, they may 
jeveff ;fbut-thi>y rnoft* not prefume to ap- 
proach tQo,near, left their preemption Ihould 
jpeetiWi^ViitSipuiyfrwneiil--- VJ/lellj Sir, faid 
^,:jil4d^y ;[vand jbtJtie i&ifrnd of yours has 
commifliose^, yQU^ta fpe^fc: in, hi& behalf ?— 
He, has, ^danv—T^en.Ijrr^uft tell you, that 
< ; ; V F 2' * 1 think 
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I think his aflurance is Very great, and your? - 
not much lefs.— I am foiry for that, Madam. 
—Tell hip, that I {hall refers my heart ami 
hand for the man to whom my father (hall bid 
me give them.— Very well, Lady ; I am cer- 
tain my Lord loves you too well to difpofe 
of them agairift your inclinatton.^How do 
you know that, Sir? Bat tell 'him* that the 
man that hopes for my favour muft apply to 
my Lord for t his. — That is my fflend's: in- » 
tention, his resolution, Ifhouldfoy, as foonas 
he can do it with propriety ; and I accept 
your permiffion for him to do fcV*-My per- 
-miffion, did you fay ! I am aftoniflied at your 
aflurance! tell me no more of your friend : 
But perhaps your are pleading for Wenlock, 
all this time : It is all one to me; only, fay 
no more.— Are you offended with me* Ma- 
dam?*— No matter, Sir.— Yes, it is. — I^am 
ilirprifed at you, Edmund ;— I amfyrprifed dt 
my own temerity ; but forgive me — It does 
not fignify; goodbye t'ye, Sir;— ^Don't leavfe 
hie in anger, Madam; I cannot bear that : 
Perhaps I may not fee you again for a long 
time. He lotfktd affli&ed ; (he turned back. 
—I do forgive you, Kdrfiund 1 1 Was con- 
cerned for you } but, it feeras, you are mofe 

concerned 
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c °*icerned for every body than for yourfelf.. 
^hefighed: farewell F faid (he. Edmund 
§^$ed on her with tendernefs ; he approached 
**«r, he juft touched her hand j his heart waa 
r ifing to his lips, but he recollected his fitua- 
^ion; he checked himfelf immediately j he 
*^tired back, he fighed deeply, bowed low, 
^Jid haftiy quitted her. 

The Lady turning into another walk, he 
reached $e houfe firft > and went up again to 
his chamber j he threw himfelf upon his 
knees i prayed for a thoufand bleflings upon 
every one of the family of his benefactor, and 
involuntarily wept at mentioning the name 
of the charming Emma, whom he was about 
to leave abruptly, and perhaps for ever. He 
then endeavoured to compofe himfelf, and 
onqe more attended die Baron 5 wifhed him 
a good night s and withdrew to his chamber, 
till he was called upon to go again to the 
haunted apartment, 

He came down equipped for his journey, 
and went haftily fcr fear of obfervation ; he 
paid his cuftomary devotions, and foon after 
Ofwald tapped at the' door. They conferred 
together upon the interefting fubject that en- 
grofled their attention, until Jofeph came to 
F 3 them* 
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them ; who brought the reft of Edmund's 
baggage, and fome refrefhment for him be- 
fore he fet out, Edmund prontifed to give 
them the earlieft information of his fituation 
and fuccefs. ~At the hour of twelve they 
heard the fame groans as the night before in 
the lower apartment; but, being fomewhat 
familiarized to it, they were not fo ftrongly 
affe&ed : Ofwald crofted himfelf, and prayed 
for the departed foul ; he alfo prayed for Ed- 
mund, and recommended him to the divine 
proteition : he then arofe, and embraced 
that young man ; who, alfo, took a tender 
leave of his friend Jofeph. They then went, 
with filence and caution, through a long 
gallery j they defcended the ftairs in the fame 
manner ; they croffed the hall in profound 
filence, and hardly dared to breathe, left they 
ihould be overheard : they found fome 
difficulty in opening one of the folding doors, 
which at laft they accomplifhed ; they were 
again in jeopardy at the outward gate; at 
length they conveyed him fafely into the 
ftables : there they again embraced him, 
and prayed for his profperity. 

He .then mounted his horfe, and fet for- 
ward to Wyatt's cottage ; he hallooed at the 
* * door^ 
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door, and was anfwered from within : In a 

few minutes John came out to him. — Whatj 

is it you y Matter Edmund ? — Hufh ! faid he ; 

not a word of whom I am : I go upon private 

bufinefs, and would not wifh to be known* 

*-If you will go forward, Sir, I will, fooij 

overtake you : He did fo > and they purfucd 

their journey to the north. In the mean 

time, Ofwald and Jofeph returned in filencc 

iuto the houfe j they retired to their refpe&ive 

apartments without hearing or being heard by 

any one* 

About the dawn of day Ofwald intended 
to lay his packets in the way of thofe to 
whom they were addreffed ; after much con- 
trivance he determined to take a bold ftep, 
and, if he were difcovered, tQ frame fome ex- 
cufe. Encouraged by his late fuccefs, he 
went on tip-toe into Mafter William's cham- 
ber, placed a letter upon his pillow, and 
withdrew unheard. Exulting in his heart, 
be attempted the Baron's apartment, but 
found it fattened within; finding this fcheme 
fruftrated, he waited till the hour the Baron 
was expected down to breakfaft, and laid the 
letter and the key of the haunted apartment 
upon the table. 

F 4 Soon 
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Soon after, he few the Baron enter 
breakfaft room ; he got out of fight, but ftal 
within call, preparing himfelf for a fummons. 
The Bttron fat down to breakfaft ; he faw a 
lerter directed to himfelf, he opened it, and, 
to his* great furprife, # read as follows : 

ct The guardian of the haunted apartment 
tt to Baron Fitz-Owen. To thee I remit 
a the key of my tharge, until the right owner 
**&all come, who will both difcover and 
<< avenge my wrongs ; then, woe be to the 
<c guilty ! But let the innocent reft in peace; 
« In the mean time, let none prefume to ex- 
** plore the fecrets of my apartment, left they 
cc fuffer for their temerity." 

The Baron was ftruclc with amazement at 
£fce letter : he took up the key, examined it, 
then laid it down, and took up the letter $ he 
was in fuch confufion of thought, he knew 
fcot what to do or fay for feveral minutes : at 
length he called his fervants about him ; the 

j firft cfueftion he afked was, Where is Ed- 

] mund ? — They could not tell. — Has he been 
called ? — Yes, my Lord, but nobody anfwer- 
ed, and the key was not in the door.— Where 
is Jofeph ? — Gone into the ftables. — Where 
> is father Olwald ? — In his ftucfy.— Seei: him, 
' and 
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and defire him to come hither. By the time 

the Baron had read the letter over again, he 

came. 
He had been framing a fteady countenance 

to anfwer to all interrogatories ; as he came 
in he attentively obferved the Baron, whofe 
features were in ftrong agitation \ as foon as 
he&w.Ofwald, hefpoke as one out of breath. 
—Take that key, and read this letter ! — He 
did fo, fhrugged up his fhoulders, and remain- 
ed filent.— father, iaid my Lord, what think 
you of this letter ?.— It is a very furprifing 
one.— The contents are alarming j where is 
Edmund?— I do not know, — Has nobody 
feen him ? — Not that I know of.— Call my 
ions, my kinfinen, my fervants.— The fer- 
vants came in.— Have any of you feen or 
heard of Edmund ? — No, was the anfwer.—* 
Father, ftep'up flairs to my fons and kinfmen, 
and defire them to come down immediately. 
Ofwald withdrew ; and went, firft, to 
Mafter William's chamber. -i.My dear Sir, you 
muft come to my Lord now direftly; he has 
fomething extraordinary to communicate to 
you.-— And fo have T, father ; fee what I have 
found upon my pillow !— Pray, Sir,, read it, 
to me befqre you fhew it to any body; my 
F 5 Lord 
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Lord is alarmed too much already, and wan^ 
nothing to increafe his confternation. Wiff 
liam read this letter, while Ofwald looked a 
if he was an utter ftranger to the contents- : 
which were thefe : 

" Whatever may be heard or feen, let th^ 
u feal of friendfhip be upon thy lips. Th^ 
u peafant Edmund is no more : but there 
u ftill lives a man who hopes to acknow- 
ledge, and repay, the Lord Fitr-Owcn's 
a generous care ahd protection ; to return 
« c his beloved William's vowed affection, 
"and to claim his friendfhip on terms of 
« equality." 

What, faid William, can this mean !— It 
is not eafy to fay, replied Ofwald.— Can you 
tell what is the caufe of this alarm ? — I can 
tell you nothing, but that my Lord defires to 
fee you direftly; pray make hafte down; I 
muft go up to your brothers and kinfmen : 
Nobody knows what to think or believe. 

Matter William went down flairs, and fa- 
ther Ofwald went to the matecontents : as 
foon as he entered the outward door of their 
apartment, Mr. Wenlock called out— Here 
comes the friend ; now for fome new pro- 
f ofal J— -Gentlemen, kid Ofwald, my Lord 

* defires 
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owes your company immediately in the 
taakfaft parlour. — What ! to meet your fa- 
vourite Edmund, I fuppofe? faicfMr. Wen- 
lock.— No, Sir. — What then, is the matter? 
6id Sir Robert.— Something very extraordi- 
nary has happened, Gentlemen : Edmund is 
lot to be found ; he difappeared from the 
haunted apartment, the key of which was 
conveyed to my Lord in a ftrange manner, 
with a letter from an unknown hand : my 
Lord is both furprifed and concerned, and 
wifhes to have your opinion and advice on 
the occafion. — Tell him, faid Sir Robert, we 
Will wait upon him immediately. 

As Ofwald went away, he heard Wenlock 
fey,— So Edmund is gone, it is no matter 
how, or whither. — Another faid, I hope the 
ghoft has taken him out of the way. The 
reft laughed at the conceit, as they followed 
Ofwald down flairs. — They found the Baron 
and his fon William, commenting upon the 
key and die letter. My Lord gave them to 
Sir Robert, who looked on them with marks 
of furprife and cqnfufion. The Baron ad- 
dreffed him : — Is not this a very ftrange affair? 
Son Robert, lay aflde your ill humours, and 
Jpehave.to your father with the refpedfc arwj 
. * F 6 affection 
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affection his tendernefs deferves from you, 
and give me your advice and opinion of this 
alarming fubje&.— My Lord, faid Sir Robert, 
I am as much confounded as yourfelf: I can 
give no advice : let my coufins fee the let- 
ter ; let us have their opinion. They read it 
in turn; they were equally furprifed : but 
when it came into Wenlock's hand, he paufed 
and meditated fome minutes; at length — *— 
I am indeed furprifed, and flill more con- 
cerned, to fee my Lord and Uncle the dupe 
Of an artful contrivance; and, if he will 
permit me, I (hall endeavour to unriddle it, 
to the confufion of all that are concerned in 
it.— Do fo, Dick, faid my Lord, and you 
fhall have my thanks for fa— This letter, faid 
he, I imagine to be the contrivance of Ed- 
mund, or fome ingenious friend of his, to 
conceal fome defigns they have againft the 
peace of this family, which has been too often 
dtfturbed upon that ratal's account.— But 
what^nd cotdd be propofed by it? faid the 
Baron.— Why, one part of the fcheme is to 
cover Edmund's departure, that is dear 
enough ; for the reft, we can only guefs at it : 
Perhaps he may be concealed fomewhere in 
that apartment, from whence he may mfh 
. * '• ' Tut 
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out in the night, and either rob or murder 
us 5 or at leaft, alarm and terrify the family. 
The Baron failed! — You fhoot beyond the 
mark, Sir, andoverfhoot yourfelf, as you hare 
done before now ! you {hew only your inve- 
teracy againft that poor l?ui, whom you can- 
not mention with temper: to what pur- 
pose fcould he (hut himfelf up there, to be 
ftarved ?— Starved i no, no ! he has friends 
in this houfe (looking at Ofwald) who will 
not fufFer hinv to want any thing : thole 
who have always magnified his virtues, and 
extenuated his faults, will lend a hand to help 
him in time of need* and perhaps, to affift 
his ingenious contrivances. Ofwald fhrug- 
ged up his fhouldere, and remained filent. 
——This is a ftrange fancy of yours, Dick, 
(aid my Lord : but I am willing to puriue 
it; firft, to difcover what you drive at ; and, 
fecondly, to fatisfy all that are here prefent of 
die truth or faHehood of it, that they may 
know what value to fet upon your fagacity 
hereafter* Let us all go over that apartment 
together; and let Jofeph be called to attend 
us thither. Ofwald offered to call him, but 
Wenlock flopped htm.— No, father, faid he, 
you muft ftay vrhh us ; we want your gbp#ly 
- counfel 
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counfcl and advice : Jofcphfhall have no pri- 
vate conference with you, — What mean you, 
(aid Ofwald, to infinuate to my Lord againft 
me, or Jofeph ? But your ill-will fpares no- 
body. It will one day be known who is the 
difturber of the peace of this family ; I wait 
for that time, and am filent. 

Jofeph came; when he was told whither 
they were going, he looked hard at Ofwald. 
Wenlock obferved them : — Lead the way, fa- 
ther, faid he ; and Jofeph {ball follow us. ' 
Ofwald fmiled;— We will go where heaven 
permits us, faid he ; alas ! the wifdom of 
man can neither haften, nor retard, its de- 
crees. 

They followed the father up (lairs, and 
went dire&ly to the haunted apartment. The 
Baron unlocked the door; he bid Jofeph 
open the fhutters, and admit the day-light, 
which had been excluded for many years. 
They went over the rooms above flairs, and 
then defcended the flaircafe, and through the 
lower rooms in the fame manner. However, 
they overlooked the clofet, in which the fatal 
fecret was concealed ; the door was covered 
with tapeftry, the fame as the room, and 
united fo well, that it feemed but one piece. 

Wenlock 
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Wenlock tauntingly dcfired father Ofwald, to 
introduce them to the ghoft. The lather, in 
reply, afked them where they fhould find 
Edmund? — Do you think, faid he, that he 
lies hid in my pocket, or in Jofeph's ?— 'Tis 
no matter, anfwered he; thoughts are free* 
—My opinion of you, Sir, faid Ofwald, is 
not founded upon thoughts: I judge of men 
by their a&ions; a rule, i believe, it will not 
fuit you to be tried by.— None of your in- 
folent admonitions, father ! returned Wen- 
lock ; this is neither the time nor the place 
for them* — That is truer than you are aware 
of, Sir; I meant not to enter into the fubje& 
juft now. — Be filent, faid my Lord. I fhall 
enter into this fubjeft with you hereafter; 
then look you, be prepared for it! In the 
mean time, do you, Dick Wenlock, -anfwe'r 
to my queftions. Do you think Edmund is 
concealed in this apartment ?— No, Sir.— 
Do you think there is any myftery in it ?— 
No, my Lord.— Is it haunted, think you? 
—No, I think not. — Should you be afraid to 
try?— In what manner, my Lord?— Why, 
ybu have fheWn your wit upon the fubjeft, 
and I mean to (hew your courage ; you, and 
Jack Markham your confident, fhall fleep 

here 
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here three- nights, as Edmund has done be* 
fore.— Sir, (aid Sir Robert, for what purpofe i 
I (hould be glad to underfland why.— I have 
my reafons, Sir, as well as your kinfmen 
there. — No reply, Sirs ! I infift upon being, 
obeyed in this point. Jofeph, let the beds be 
well aired, and every thing made agreeable to 
jhe; Gentlmen : if there is any contrivance 
to impofe upon me, they, I am fure, will have 
pleafure in dete&ing it ; and, if not, I {hall 
obtain my end in making thefe rooms habi- 
table. Ofwald, come with me ; and the reft 
may go where they lift till dinner-time. 

The Baron went with Ofwald into the 
parlour* Now, tell me father, (aid he, do 
you difapprove what I have done? — Quite 
the contrary* my Lord, faid he} I entirely 
approve it.— But you do not know all my 
reafons for it. Yefterday Edmund's behavi- 
our was different from what I have ever feen 
it s he is naturally frank and open in all his 
ways; but he was then filent, thoughtful, 
abfent; he fighed deeply, and onc6 I few 
tears ftand in his eyes : Now, I do fufpe& 
there is fomething uncommon in that apart- 
ment ; that Edmund has difcovered the fecret : 
and, fearing to difclofe it, he is fled away 

from 
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from the houfe. As to this letter, perhaps, 
he may have written it to hint that there is 
more than he dares reveal; I tremble at the 
hints contained in it, though T (hall appear to 
make light of it : but I and mine are inno- 
cent; and if Heaven difclofes the guilt of 
others, I ought to adore and fubmit to its de- 
crees. — That is prudently and pioufly re* 
fotved, my Lord; let us do our duty, and 
leave events to Heaven^-But^ father, I have 
a further view in obliging my krn&nen to 
fleep there : if any thing fhould appear to 
them 1 , it is better that it fhould only be known 
to my own family ; if the're is nothing in it* 
I fhatf put to the proof the courage and ve- 
racity of my two kinfmen, of whom I think 
very indifferently, I mean fhortly to inquire 
into many things I have heard lately to their 
di&dvantage ; and, if I find them guilty, 
they (hall not efcape with impunity.— My 
Lord, faid Ofwald, you judge like yourfelf;, 
I wife you to make inquiry concerning them, 
and believe the refult will s be to their con- 
fuiion, and your Lordfliip will be enabled to 
re-eftablifh the peace of your family. 

During this converfation,. Ofwald tvas 
upon his guard, left any thing fhould efcape 

that 
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that might create fufpicion. He withdrew as 
toon as he could with decency, and left the 
Baron meditating what all thefe things fhould 
mean : he feared there was fome misfortune 
impending over his houfe, though he knew 
not from what caufe* 

He dined with his children and kinfmen, 
and ftrove to appear chearful > but a gloom 
was perceivable through his deportment. Sir 
Robert was referved and refpe&fulj Mr. 
William was filent and attentive ; the reft 
of the family dutifully a&duous to my Lord ; 
only Wenlock and Markham were fallen and 
chagrined. The Baron detained the young 
men the whole afternoon ; he ftrove to amufe 
and to be amufed $ he fhewed the great- 
eft affe&ion and parental regard to hia chil- 
dren, and endeavoured to conciliate their af- 
fections, and engage thtir gratitude by kind- 
nefs. Wenlock and Markham felt their 
courage abate as the night approached : at 
the hour of nine, old Jofeph came to conduit 
them to the haunted apartment; they took 
leave of their kinfmen, and went up flairs 
with heavy hearts. 

They found the chamber fet in order for 
them, and a table fpread with proviiion and 

good 
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good liquor to keep up their fpirits. — It feems, 
laid Wenlock, that your friend Edmund waii 
obliged to you for his accommodations here. 
— Shyfaid Jofeph, his, accommodations were 
bad enough the firft night ; but, afterwards, 
they. were bettered by my Lord's orders. — 
Owing to your officious cares, faid Wenlockr : 
—I own it, faid Jofeph, and I am not afham- 
ed of it.-:- Are you not anxious to know what 
is become of him? faid Markham.— Not 
at all, Sir ; I trait he is in the b'eft protection ; 
fd good 1 a young man as he is, is fafe every 
trfiere.— Youfee, coiifin Jack, faid Wenlock, 
how thfe villain lias ftole the hearts of my 
ancle's fervant's : I fuppofe this canting old 
fellow ' knows where he is, if the truth were 
known.— Have you any further commands 
forme, Gentlemen? faid the old man. — No, 
not we. — Then I am ordered to attend my 
Lord,' when you have done with me. — Go, 
then, about your bufinefs. Jofeph went away, 
glad to be^ difmnTed. 

« -What lhalf we do, coufin Jack, faid Wen- 
lofck, to paft away the time ? it is plaguy dull 
fitting here,— Dull enough, faid Markhamj 
I think the beft thing we can do, is to go to 
bed, and ileep it »way.^Faith, fayr Wenlock, 

: * ! <• I am 



\ 



128 TII£ OLD ENGLISH BARON? 

I am in no difpofition to fleep f Who would 
have thought the old man would have obliged 
us to fpend the night here? —Don't fay zu, I 
beg of you ; it was all your own doings re- 
plied Markham. — I did not intend he fliould 
have taken me at my worcL — Then you 
fhould have fpoken more cautioufly* I have 
always been governed by you, like a fool as I 
sun ; you play the braggart, and I fuffer for 
it: But they begin to fe* through your ftiae- 
fpun arts and contrivances^ and I believe yout 
will meet with your deferts one day or other*. 
—What now? do you mean to affront me* 
Jack? Know, that fame are born to plan, 
pthers to execute ; I am erne of the former* 
thou of the latter: : Know your friend, cor. 
——Or what,? replied jMarkhsufU dp you; 
mean to threaten me/ If you do !— What 
then ? faid Wenlock.-^Why, $w\> I ^ fry 
which of us two is the beft man, Sir ! Upqrx 
this Markham arofe, and pu* bimfelf into a 
pofture of defence. Werdock perceiving he 
was ferious m his anger, began to footh him;" 
he persuaded, he flattered, he promifed great 
things if he would be compofed. Mark- 
ham was fallen, uneafy, refentful; when- 
ever he fpoke, it wa* to upbraid Wenlock 

with 
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;tt^h^ry^fi«Biood. Wenlock 
'felbquence ^6 get him into a 
tx* but in vain; he threatened to 
i -Uncle with all that he knew, 
ftpite 'himfelf at the other's ex- 
began to find his cholcr 
re both almoft choaked with 
length, they both rofe with a 
/$ght. 
H wod nvidi thdr fiftscfenched, on 
iiSd^ttiey were alarmed with a difmal 
?Mfefe J &i6 rtibm 'uhderhea th. ' They 
iffl^Jhtues, petrified by<fcafr, ^et liff fcft- 
With-^Mnblirig'expeaation: A Jecohd 
#c^lnc*eafed their confternatioh; and,foon 
iy 4 f$5rd completed ifc They ftagge&red 
l^a flat^'and funk down upon it, ready to 
t ; i pfftjfehtly, all "Ae doors flew* open, a 
f glimmering light appeared affile? door* 
'the Mircafei ii$l0k "man in complete 
_ iUr'eflt^^M^^^i^'He 'ftofcd with 
one hand extended,' pointing to the* outward 
door ; ^Vtity took the hihtj and crawled iway 
as ftft as fear vtotiM let them; they ftaggered 
Sloftg the' gaHefy, 'fcrtd"' from thence to the 
Baron's apajrttneht, ' Virheie Wenlock ftmk 
: -:■ . . - ;.*■ >>;.* •; . . • '-down 
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down in a fwoon, a(nd Mafkham ^4 jpft 
ftrength enough .to knock at the' door. : - 
The fervant who flept in the outward fpora 
alarmed his Lord : Markham cried out— Fpr 
Heaven's fake, let Us in ! Ujfon hearing hjs 
voice, the dopr was opened, and' Markham 
approached his Uncle in fuch an attitude of 
. fear, as excited a degree of k in the Baron. 

He pointed to Wenlock, .who was with fome ^ 
. difficulty recovered from jthe £t>hf was fallen 
into; the fervant was terrified, • h$ rung the 
alarm-bell; the feryants came running from 
all parts .to their Lord's agar tment : The 
young. Gentleinen;came like wife, ^nd pre- 
fently all was confufion, and the terror was 
., universal. .. .QfwaJ^ yrho gi\cffed, the bufinefs, 
was the only one that could queftion them ; 
he. afked feveral time% — What is the matter ? 
Markham, at laft, ajafwered him>r We*have 
feen the ghfcft!— A1J regard to t feerecy, was 
now at an eaid; the echo. ran through the 
whole family:— They have feen the ghoft ! 

The Baron defired Ofwald to talk -to the 
young men 2 and endeavour ; to> quiet the 
difturbance. lie came fprwafd; he com- 
forted fomc, he rebuked others ^ he bad die 
Servants retire into the outward room : The 

Baron, 
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#aron, with his ions and kinfmen, remained 
in the bed-chamber. — It is very unfortunate, 
laid Ofwald, that this affair ihould be made 
.fo public; furely thefe young men might 
have related what they had feen, without 
alarming the whole family: I am very much 
concerned upon my Lord's account. — I thank 
you, father, faid the Baron; but prudence 
was quite overthrown here: Wenlock was 
half dead, and Markham half diftfac^ed; the 
Jamiiywere alarmed without my being able 
to prevent it : But let us hear what thefe poor 
terrified creatures fay. Ofwald demanded, 
,7- What have you feen, Gentlemen? — The 
, ghoft f laid Markham,— In what form did it 
appear? — A man in armour.— Did it (peak 
to you ?— No.*— What did it do to terf ify you 
fo much ?— It flood a* the fartheft door, and 
pointed to the outward door, as if to have us 
leave the room ; we did not wait for a fecond 
notice, but came away as fail as we could.— 
Did it follow you? — No. — Then you need 
not have raifed fuch a djftuibance- Wenlock 
lifted* up his head, and /poke:— I believe, fa- 
ther, if you had been with us, you would not 
have flood upon ceremonies any more than 
we did, I wifh my Lord would fend you to 

parley 
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parley with the ghoft ; for without doubt, 
you* are better qualified .than we. — My Lord, 
laid Ofwald, I will go thither, with your 
permiffion ; I will (fee that every thing, is fafe, 
and bring the* key back to you: Perhaps th& 
may help to difpel the fears that have been 
raifed ; at leaft, I will try to do it.— I thank 
you, father, for your good office*; do as you 
pleafe. 

Ofwald went into die outward room. I am 
going, faid he, to (hut up the apartment : 
The young gentlemen have been ipore 

< frightened than they had occafion for; I will 
try to account for it* Which of you will go 
with me ? They all drew back, except Jofeph, 
who offered to bear him company. They 
wenf Jftjto the b6d-rootn in'the haunted apart- 
ment, and found every thing quiet there. 
They put out the fire, extinguished the lights, 
locked the 4oor, and brought away the key. 
As they returned,-rl thought how it would 
be, faid Jofeph.— Hufh ! not a word, faid 

'Ofwald; youftndwe are fufpeded of fotne- 

tbmg, though they know not what. Wait 

• till you are called upon, and then we will 

both fpeak to purpefe. They carried the feey 

to the Baron* * - - •' 

All 
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All is quiet in the apartment, faid OfwaTd, 
as we can teftify. — Did you afk Jofeph to go 
with you, faid the Baron, or did he offer him- 
felf ?— My Lord I afked if any body would 
go with me, and they all declined it but he ; 
I thought proper to have a witnefs befide 
myfelf, for whatever might be feen or heard. 
— Jofeph, you was fervant to the late Lord 
Lovel 5 what kind of man was he ? — A .very 
comely man, pleafe your Lordfhip.— Should 
you know him if you were to fee him ? — I 
cannot fay, my Lord. — Would you have any 
objedion to fleep a night in that apart- 
ment? — I beg, — I hope, — 1 befeech your 
Lordfhip not to command me to do it !— 
You are then afraid ; why did you offer your- 
felf to go thither ?— Becaufe I was not fo 
much frightened as the reft. — I wifti you 
would lie a night there ; but I do not infift 
uport it. — My Lord, I am a poor ignorant 
old man, not fit for fuch an undertaking: 
befide, if I fhould fee the ghoft, and it it 
fhould be the perfon of my Matter, and if it 
fhould tell me any thing, and bid me keep 
it fecret, I fhould not dare to difclofe it; 
and then what fervice fliould I do your Lord- 
fhip ?— That is true, indeed, faid the Baron. 
G .. This 
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This fpeech, faid Sir Robert, is both a 
fimple and an artful one : you fee, however, 
that Jofeph is not a man for us to depend 
upon : he regards the Lord Lovel, though 
dead, more than Lord Fitz-Owen, living; 
he calls him his Mafter, and promifes to keep 
his fecrets. What fay you, father ? Is the 
ghoft your Mafter, <£r your friend ? are you 
under any obligation to keep his fecrets ?— 
Sir, faid Ofwald, I antaer as Jofeph does ; I 
would fooner die than difcover a fecret re- 
vealed in that manner. — I though as much, 
faid Sir Robert; there is a myftery in father 
Ofwald's behaviour, which I cannot compre- 
hend.— Do not reflect upon the father, faid 
the Baron, I have no caufe to complain of 
him ; perhaps the myftery may be too foon 
explained: but let us not anticipate evils. 
Ofwald and Jofeph have fpoken like good 
men ; I am fatisfied with their anfwers : let 
us, who are innocent, reft in peace ; and let 
us endeavour to reftore peace in the family; 
and do you father, affift us. — With my beft 
fer vices, faid Ofwald; He called the fervants 
in : let nothing be mentioned out of doors, 
faid he, of what has lately pafTed within, 
especially in the eaft apartment ; the young 

Gentlemen 
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Gentlemen had* not fo 'much reafon to be 
frightened as they apprehended ; a piece of 
furniture fell down in the rooms underneath, 
which made the noife that' alarmed them fo 
much : but I can certify that all things in 
the rooms are in quiet, and there is nothing to 
fear. All of you attend me in the chapel in 
an hour ; do your duties, put your truft in 
God, and obey your Lord, and you will find 
every thing go right as it ufed to do. 

They xlifperfed ; the fun rofe, the day came 
on, and every thing went on in the ufual 
courfe ; but the fervants were not fo eafily 
fatisfied ; they whifpered that fomething was 
wrong, arid expected the time that fhoiild fet 
all right.— The mind of the Baron was em* 
ployed in meditating upon thefe circumftances, 
that feemed to him the forerunners of fomc 
great /events : he fometimes thought of Ed- 
mund; he fighed for his expulfion, and la- 
mented the uncertainty *>f his fate; but, to 
his family, he appeared eafy, and fatisfied. , 
- From the time of Edmund's departure* 
the fair Emma . had > many uneafy hours ; fhe 
wiihed to inquire after him, but feared t<# 
fhew any folicitude concerning him: The 
next day* when her .brother, William cams 
G 2 into 
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into her apartment, (he took ctouiage to afk a 
queftion.— Pray, brother, can you give any 
guefs what is become of Edmund ?— No, (aid 
he (with a ligh) ; why do you afk me ?— 
Becaufe, my dear William, I (hould think 
if any body knew, it muft be you; and I 
thought he loved you too well to leave you in 
ignorance ; but don't you think he left the 
Caftle in a very ftrange manner ?— I do, my 
dear ; there is a myftery in every circumftance 
of his departure : neverthelefs (I will truft 
you with afecret) he did not leave the Oaftle 
without making a diftin&ion in my favour.— 
I thought fo, faid (he; but you might tell 
me what you know about him.— * Alas ! my 
dear Emma ! I know nothing : When Lfaw 
him laft, he feemed a good deal affeded, as if 
he were taking leave of me; and I had a 
foreboding that we parted for a longer time 
than ufual. Ah ! fo had I, faid (he, when 
he parted from me in the garden*— What 
leave did he take of you, Emma ?— She 
Mufhed and hefitated to tell him aU that 
paffed between them ; but he begged, per- 
fuaded, infifted; and, at length, under the 
ftrongeft ihjundions of fecrecy, (he Cold him 
all. He (aid, that Edmund's behaviour on 

that 
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that occafion was as myfterious as the reft of 
his conduit ; but now you have revealed 
your fecret, you have a right to know mine. 
He then gave her the letter he found upon his 
pillow; fhe read it with great emotion. 
Saint Winifred aflift me ! faid fhe ; what can 
I think ? " The peafant Edmund is no more, 
u but there lives one,"— that is to my 
thinking, Edmund lives, but is no peafant.— 
Gp on, my dear, faid William; I like your 
explanation.— Nay, brother, I only guefs; 
but what think you ?— I believe we think 
alike in more than one refpeA, that he meant 
to recommend no other perfon than himfelf 
to yottr favour; and, if he were indeed of 
noble birth, I TjrouhJ prefer him to a princp 
for a hufband to my Em/ua !— Bl^fs me, faid 
fhe, dp you think it potfible tha; he fhould be 
of either birth or fortune? — It is hard to fay 
what is poffible ! we have proof that the eaft 
apartment is haunted : It was there that Ed- 
mund was made acquainted with many fe- 
crets, I doubt not; and, perhaps, his own 
fete may be involved in that of others. I am 
confident that what he faw and heard there, 
was the caufe of his departure. We muft 
Wait with patience the unravelling this intri- 
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cate affair: I believe I need .not enjoin your 
fccrefy as to what I have faid ; your heart 
Will be my fecurity. — What mean you, bro- 
ther ? Don't affe<St ignorance, my dear; you 
love Edmund, fo do I ; it is nothing to be 
alhamed of: It would have been ftrange, if 
a girl of your good fenfe had not diftinguifhed 
a fwan among a flock of geefe. — Dear Will 
liam, don't let a word of this efcape you ; but 
you have taken a weight off my heart. Yod 
may depend that I will not difpofe of my 
hand or heart till I know the end of this affair. 
William fmiled : Keep them for Edmund's 
friend: I fhall rejoice to fee him in'a fituation 
to afk them. — Hufh, my brother ! not a word 
more; I hear footfteps. They were her 
cldeft brother's, who came to afk Mr. Wil- 
liam to ride out with him, which finiihed the 
conference. 

The fair Emma from this time aflumed an 
air of fatisfaction ; and William frequently 
iiole away from his companions to talk with 
his fifter upon their favourite fubje£h { 

While thefe things parted at the Caftle of 
Lovel, rdmund, and his companion John 
Wyatt, proceeded on their journey to Sir 
Philip Harclay's feat; they converfed together - 

on 



I 



A GOTHIC S TORY. 139 

on the way, and Edmund found him a man 
of underftanding, though not improved by 
education; he alfodifcovered that John loved 
his Alafter, and refpe<fted him even to vene- 
ration; from him he learned many parti- 
culars concerning that worthy Knight. 
Wyatt told him, that Sir Philip maintained 
twelve old foldiers who had been maimed 
and difabled in the wars, and had no provifion 
made for them ; alfo fix old officers, who had 
been unfortunate, and were grown grey with- 
out preferment ; he likewife mentioned the 
Greek Gentleman, his mafter's captive and 
friend, as a man eminent for valour and 
pietji; but, befide thefe, faid Wyatt, there 
are many others who eat of my Mailer's 
bread, and drink of his cup, and who join in 
bleffings and prayers to Heaven for their noblte. 
benefactor ; his ears are ever open to diftrefs, 
his hand to relieve it, and he fhares in every 
good man's joys and bleffings.— Oh, what a 
glorious character ! faid Edmund ; how my 
heart throbs with wifhes to imitate fuch a 
man ! Oh, that I might refemble him though 
at eyer fo great a diftance ! Edmund was 
never weary of hearing the adtions of this 
truly great man, nor Wyatt with relating 
G4 them; 
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them j and, during three days journey, there 
were but few paufes in their converfation. 

The fourth day, when they came within 
view of the houfe, Edmund's heart began to 
raife doubts of his reception. — If, faid he, 
Sir Philip fhould not receive me kindly, if he 
fhould refent my long negledt, and difown my 
acquaintance, it would be no more than 
juftice. 

He fent Wyatt before, to notify his arrival 
to Sir Philip, while he waited at the gate,, full 
of doubts and anxieties concerning his recep- 
tion. Wyatt was met and congratulated on 
his return by moll of his feHow r fervants s he 
afked, — Where is my Mafter ?— Jn the par- 
lour.— Are any Grangers with him?— No, 
only his own family. — Then I will fhew my- 
felf to him. He prefented himfelf before Sir 
Philip. — So, John, (aid he, you are welcome 
home! I hope you left your parents and re- 
lations wtll. All well, thank God! and 
fend their humble duty to your Honour, and 
they pray for you every day of their lives; I 
hope your Honour is in good health.— Very 
. well.— Thank God for that ! but, Sir, I have 
fomething further to tell you ; I have had a 
companion all the way home, a perfon who 

comos 
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come? to wait on your Honour, onbufinefc of 
gre^t cpnfequence, as he fays, — Who is that, 
Joj^n. ?— It is Maj^er Edmund Twyfprd, from 
^he caftle of Lovely — Young Edmund ! iaya 
Sir Philip furprifed : Where is he f— At the 
gate, Sir.— Why djdyou J[eave him there ?— 
Jj&ecaufe £e bad me ;pome tyeJbre, and acquaint 
jfpur J^joufc that be waits > oltf pleaiiire.— 
Bring (urn hither, faid Sir Philip* tell him ,1 
JJiallhe glad tofeeium. 

Jphn n^ebai^e tQ deliver hip,meflage y axyl 
Jfuimupd $$c£wed bini in filence into Sir 
^PhUipfc prsfcfice ; JHe bqwM Ipw, **i4 kept 
at 4iftance> Sir Philip held put Jus hand, 
apdifea^ hipi approach* As he drew near, 
be was fei^ed with an univerfal trembling * 
he k^eele^l down, took his hand, killed it, 
ai>$l .pjreJTad it tohis fceart in filence. 

You .are wekpme, )oung,ipan! &id Sir 
JJiiljp^ta^e courage, and fpeajs: for ypurfetf. 
.Edmund tighed deeply * he at length broke 
fiience w^ith difficulty.— I am come thus far, 
noble Sir, to throw myfejf at your feet, aqd 
implore your prpte&ipjn You are,, under 
•God, my only reliance,— I receive you, fajd 
Sir Philip, with all my heart ! Ypor perfpn 
is greatly improved finqei iaw.you laft, agd 
G 5 I hope 



i 



142 THE OLD ENGLISH BARON: 

1 hope your mind is equally fo ; X have hear** 
a great character of you from fome that knew 
you in France. I remember the promife 1 
made you long ago, and am ready now to fulfil 
it, upon condition that- you have done no- 
thing to difgrace the good opinion I formerly 
entertained of you; and am ready to fetfve 
you in any thing confiftent with rnyovfti 
-honour. Edmund kiffed the hand that was 
extended to raife him,— I ac6ept your fa- 
vour, Sir, upon this condition only; and if 
ever you find me to impofe upon your cre- 
dulity, or encroach on' your goodnefs, may 
you renounce me from that moment !— 
Enough, faid Sir Philip; rile, then, and let 
me embrace you: You are truly welcome! 
— Obj noble Sir, laid Edmund, I have a 
ftrange ftory to tell you ; but k muft be by 
ourfelves, with only Heaven to bear witnefs 
to what paffes between us.— Very WfctJ, (kid 
Sir Philip; I am ready to hear you : Batfirfr, 
go and get fome refrefhment after your jour- 
ney, and then come to me again: John 
Wyatt will attend you.— I want no refrefh- 
ment, faid Edmund ; and 1 cannot eat or 
drink till I have told my bufmefc to your 
Honour. Well then, faid Sir Philip, come 

along 
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along with me* He took the youth by the 
hand, and led him into another parlour, leaving 
his friends in great furprifc, what this young 
man's errand could be : John Wyatt told 
them all that he knew relating to Edmund's < 
birth, charter, and fituation. 
• When Sir Philip had feated his young 
friend, he liftened in (ilence to the furprifing 
tale he had to tcUhim. Edmund told him 
briefly the moft remarkable circumftances of 
his life, from the time when he firft faw and 
liked him, till his return from France j but 
from that sera, he related at large every thing 
that /. had happened, recounting every inte- 
refting particular, which was imprinted on his 
memory in ftrong and lafting characters.-— 
Sir Philip grew every moment more affeded 
by the recital; fometimes he clafped his 
hands together, he lifted them up to Heaven, 
he fmote his breaft, he fighed, he exclaimed 
aloud ; when Edmund related his dream, he 
breathed fhort, and feemed to devour him 
with attention ; when he defcribed the fatal 
clofet, he trembled, fighed, fobbed, and was 
almoft fuflfocated with his agitations : But 
when h&xelated all that had pafTed between his 
fdppofed mother and himfelf,, and finally, f r*~ 
G,6 duceJ 
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-duced die jewels, the proofs of his birth, 

and the death of his unfortunate mother— he 

flew to him, he preffed him to his bofom, he 

{trove to freak, but fpeech was for fome 

minutes denied: He wept aloud; and, at 

length, his words found their way in broken 

exclamations—- Son of my deareft friend K— 

dear and precious relic of a noble houfe !— 

child of Providence !— the beloved of Heaven ! 

—welcome ! thrice welcome to my arms 1 

—-to my heart ! — I will be thy parent from 

henceforward, and thou (halt be indeed my 

child, my heir ! My mind told me fr6m the 

firft moment I beheld thee, that thou wert 

the image of my friend 1 my "heart then 

opened itfelf to receive thee, as his offspring* 

I had a ftrange foreboding mat I was to be 

thy prote&or. 1 would then have made thee 

.my own j but Heaven orders things for the 

beft; it made thee the instrument of this 

difcovery, and in its own time and manner 

condu&ed thee to my arms. Pralfe be to Gdd 

for his wonderful doings toward the children 

of men ! every thing that has befallen thee is 

by his direction, and he will not leave his 

work unfinished; I truft that I ihall be his 

inftrument to do juftice on the guilty, and to 

reftore 
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reftore the orphan of my friend to his rights 
and title. I devote myfelf to th|s fervice, 
and will make it the bufine£ of my life to 
^ffe&it. 

Edmund gave vent to his emotions, in rap- 
tures of joy and gratitude* They fpent feve^ 
ral hours in this way, without thinking of 
the time that pafied; the one inquiring, thp 
other explaining and repeating, every par- 
ticular of the interesting ftory. 

At length they were interrupted by the 
careful John Wyatt, who v was anxious to 
know (if any thing was likely to give trouble 
to his Mafter,— Sir, faid John, it grows dark; 
do you want a light f — We want no light 
but what Heaven gives us, faid Sir Philip; 
I knew not whether it was dark or light.— 
I hope, faid John, nothing has happened, I 
hope your Honour has heard no bad tidiags,-*- 
I— I— I hope no offence. — None at all, faid 
the good Knight; I am obliged to your jfoli- 
citude for me : I have heard fome things that 
grieve me, and others that give me great 
pleafure j but the forrows are paft, and the 
joys remain.— Thank God! (aid John,} I 
was afraid- fomething was the matter to give 
your Honour trouble.— I thank you, my good 

iervant ( 
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ftrvant! You fee this yoftng gentleman ; I 
would have you, John, devote yourfelf to his 
fervice : I give you to him for an attendant 
on his pcrfon, and would have you fhew your 
affe&ion to me by your attachment to him.-— 
Oh, Sir !i faid John, in a melancholy voice, 
what have I done to be turned out of your 
fcrvice ?— .No fuch matter, John, faid Sir 
Philip ; you will not leave my fervice.-^Sir, 
faid John, I would rather die than leave you. 
—And, my lad, I like you too well to part 
with you; but in ferving my friend you will 
ferveme: Know that this young man is rny 
fon. — Your fon, Sir ! faid John. — Not my 

-natural fon, but my relation; my fon by 
adoption, my heir ! — And will he live with 

•you, Sir? — Yes, John; and I hope to die 
with him.— Oh, then, I will ferve him with 
all my heart and foul : and I will do my beft 
to pleafc you both.— I thank you, John, and 
I wilt not forget your honeft love and duty : 

-I have fo good an opinion of you that I will 
telLyou of fome things concerning this gen- 
tleman that will entitle him to your refpe&.— 
'Tis enough for me, faid John, to know that 
your honour refpedte him, to make me pay 
him as much duty as yourfelf. But, Johfi, 

when 
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whenytnr know him better, you will refpedt 
him fHH more ; at prtfent I (hall only tell 
you what he is not, for you think him only 
the fon of Andrew 1 Twyford. — And is he 
not, laid John?— No, but his wife nurfed 
him, and he palled for her fon. -And does 
old Twyford know it, Sir ?— He does, and will 
bear Witnds to it ; but he is the fon of a near 
friend of mine, of quality fiiperior to my own, 
and as fuch you muft ferve'and refpedt him. 
—I fhall, to be fure, Sir ; but what name 
fliall I call him? — You fhall know that here- 
after ', in the mean time bring a light, and 
wait on us to the other parlour. 

When John was withdrawn, Sir PhiHp 
faid, that is a point to be confidered and de- 
termined immediately : It is proper that you 
fhould affume a name till you can take that 
* of your father 5 for I choofe you fhould drop 
that of your fofter- father; and I would hare 
you be called by one that is refpe&able.-*.- 
In that^ and every other point, I will be 
wholly governed by you, Sir, faid Edmund. 
—Well then, I will give you the name of 
Seagrave : I fhall fay that you are a relation 
of my own; arid my mother was really of 
that family. : 

John 
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John foon returned, and at$$wjled .ttyem jc£o 
the other parlour : ' Sir Philip outered with 
Edmund in his hand.— My friends, faid he,~ 
this gentleman is Mr. Edward Seagr^ve, the 
fon of a dear friend and relation qf iriiae :. He 
was loft in his infancy, brought up by. a good 
woman out of pure humanity, and ^s but 
lately reitored to his own family. The cir- 
cumflanjces fhall be made known hereafter: 
In the mean time, I have taken hirn under 
my care and protection, and will ufe all my 
power apd intereft to fee him reftored to his 

, fortune, which is enjoyed by the ufurper 
who was the caufe of his expulfion,, and t^e 
death of his parents. Receive him as my re- 
lation, and friend : Zadifky, do you embrace 
him firft. Edmunn, you and this gentleman 
muft love each other for rny fake j hereafter 
you will do it for your own. They all rofe, 
each embraced and congratulated the yo f iujg 
inan. Zadiikyfaid, Sir, wha/te^e^grjiefs aj^d 
misfortunes, you may have endured, you irjay 
reckon therri at an. end, from the Jionr^pu 
are beloved and protected by Sir Philip Har- 
clay.— I firmly believe it, Sir, replied J§d- 

; jocund : and my heart enj^s, .already, rn«fj;e 
happinefs than I ever yet felt, and pxpmi^s 

me 
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me all that I can wifh in future : his friend* 
fhip is the earneft Heaven gives me of its 
bleffings hereafter. 

They fat down to fupper with mutual 
chearfulnefs ; and Edmund enjoyed the repaft 
with more fatisfaflion than he had felt a long 
time. Sir Philip faw his countenance brighten 
up, and looked on him with heart-felt plea- 
fure. — Every time I look on you, faid he, re- 
minds me of your father i you are the fame 
perfon I loved twenty-three years ago : I re- 
joice to fee you under my roof. Go to your 
repofe early, and to-morrow we will confult 
farther. Edmund withdrew, and enjoyed a 
night of fweet undifWbed repofe. 

The next morning Edmund arofe in per- 
fect health and fpirits ; he waited on his be- 
oefa&or. They were foon after joined by 
Zadifky, who fhewed great attention and re- 
fpe& to the youth, and offered him his beft 
fervices without referve. Edmund accepted 
mem with equal refpcft and modefty; and 
finding himfelf at eafe, began to difplay his 
amiable qualities. They breakfafted toge- 
ther i afterwards, Sir Philip defued Edmund 
to walk out with him. 

As 
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As foon as they were out of hearing, Sir 
Philip faid, — I could not fleep laft night for 
thinking of your affairs ; I laid fchernes for 
you, and rejected them again. We muft lay 
cur plan before we begin to a&. What (hall 
be done with this treacherous kinfman ! this 
inhuman monfter ! this aflailin of his neareft 
relation ? I will rifk my life and fortune 
to bring him to juftice. Shall I go to court, 
and demand juftice of the King? or (Kail I 
accufe him of the murder, and make him ftand 
a-public trial ? if I treat him as a Baron of 
the realm, he muft be tried by his Peers; if as 
a commoner, he muft be tried at the county 
aftize: but we muft (hew reafon why he 
fhould be degraded from his title. Have you 
any thing to propofe? — Nothing, Sir; I have 
only to wifh that it might be as/private as 
poftible, for the fake of my noble benefactor, 
the Lord Fitz-Owen, upon whom fome part 
of the family difgrace would naturally fall ; 
and that would be an ill return for all his 
kindnefs and generofity to me. That is a 
generous and grateful confideration on your 
part ; but you owe ftill more to the memory 
of your injured parents. However, there is 
yet another way that fuits me better than any 

hitherto 
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fcitherto propofed : I will challenge the traitor 
to meet me in the field; and, if he ha* 
fpirit enough to anfwer my call, I will therfc 
bring him to jufticej if not, I Will brimj 
him to a public trial. 

No, Sir, faid Edmund, that is my province. 
Should I ftand by and fee my noble, gallant 
friend expofe his life for me, I mould be un- 
worthy tob^arthe name of that friend whorti 
you fo much lament. It will become his fori 
to vindicate his name, and revenge his death 1 . 
I will be the challenger, and no other. — And 
do you think he will anfwer the challenge of 
'an unknown youth, with nothing but his pre- 
tentions to his name and title? Certainly not. 
'Leave this matter to me: Til think of away 
'that will oblige him to meet me at the houfe 
'bf a third perfoh who is known to all the pari- 
ties concerned, and where we will have au> 
thentic witnefles of all that paffles between 
him and me. I will devife the time, place, 
and manner, and fatisfy all your fcruples. 
Edmund offered to reply ; but Sir Philip bad 
him be filent, and let him proceed in his own 
way. 

He men led him over his eftate, and (hewed 
him every thing deferving his notice: he told 
••'• : him, 
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him all the particulars of his domeftic ctco* 
xiomys and they returned home in time to 
meet their friends at dinner. 

They fpent feveral days in confulting hovf 
to bring Sir Walter to account, and in im- 
proving their friendfliip and confidence in 
each other* Edmund endeared, himfelf fo 
much to his friend and patron, that he de- 
clared him his adopted fon and heir before all 
his friends and fervants, and ordered tbem to 
refpefl: him*s fuch. He every day approved 
their love and regard for him, and became the 
darling of the whole family. 

After much confideraiion, Sir Philip fixed 
his refolutions, and began to execute his pur- 
poses. He fct out for the feat of the Lprd 
Clifford, attended Vy Edmund* M. Zadifkj, 
jtnd two fer vantsu Lord Cliffordreceived theni 
with kindneis *nd hofpitality* 

Sir Philip prefented Edmund to Lord Clif- 
ford and his family, as his near relation and 
preemptive heir : they fpent their evening in 
the pleafures of convivial mirth and hofpitab|e 
entertainment. The next day Sir Philip be- 
gan to open his mind to Lord Clifford, in- 
forming him that both his young friend and 
himfelf had received great injuries from the 

prefent 
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prefeiit Lord Corel, for which they Were re- 
fofaed to call him to account ; but that, for 
many reafons, they were defirous to have 
proper witneffes of all that fhould pafs be- 
tween them, and begging the favour of his 
Lordmiptobe me principal one. Lord Clifford 
acknowledged the confidence placed in him ; 
and befought Sir Philip to let him be the ar- 
bitrator between them. Sir Philip allured 
him, that their wrongs would not admit of 
arbitration, as he fhould hereafter judge ; but 
that he was unwilling to explain them further 
kill he knew certainly whether or not tiie Lord 
Lovel would meet him 5 for, if he fefufed> 
he muft take another wethod with him. 

Lord Clifford was defirous to know the 
grounds <ot the quarrel ; but Sir Philip de- 
dined entering into particulars at prefeiit, af- 
furinghimof a fuU information hereafter. He 
then fent M. Zadtiky, attended by John 
Wyatt, and a fervant of Lord Clifford, with 
it letter to Lord Lovel 5 the contents were as 
fellows : 

" My Lord Lovel ! 

' u Sir Philip Harclay earneftly defires to 
u 4ce you at the houfe ©f Lord Clifford* 
" where he waits to call you to account for 

cc the 
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« the injuries done by you to the late Ar- 
f< thur Lord Lovel, your kinfman: if you 
" accept his demand, he will make the Lord 
<c Clifford a witnefs and a judge of thecaufe* 
<c if not, he will expofe you publicly as a 
f 4 traitor and a coward. Pleafe to anfwer 
u this letter, and he will acquaint you with 
<c the time, place, and manner of the meefr- 
" ing. .. 

« Philip Harclay." 

Zadiflcy prefentcd the letter to Lord Lovel, 

informing him that he was the friend of Sir 

Philip. Harclay. He feemed furprifed and 

confounded at the contents ; but, putting on 

an haughty air; I know nothing, faid he, of 

the bulinefs this letter hints ,at : but wait a 

few hours, and I will give you an anfwer. 

He gave orders to treat Zadifky as a gentle* 

man in every refpedt, except in avoiding his 

company ; for the Greek had a fhrewd and 

penetrating afpe£, and he obferved every turn 

-of his countenance.. The next day he came 

and apologized for his abfence, and gave him 

the anfwer, fending his refpe&s to the Lord 

Clifford. 7 he meflengers returned with all 

/peed, and Sir Philip read the anfwer before 

aliprefcnt*. 

« Lord 
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u Lord Lovel knows not of any injuries 
" done by him to the late Arthur Lord 
* Lovel, whom he fiicceeded by juft right of 
" inheritance; nor of any right Sir Philip 
" Harclay has, to call to account a man to 
" whom he is barely known, having tea 
" him only once, many years ago, at the 
" houfe of his uncle, the old Lord Lovel : 
« Neverthelefs, Lord Lovel will not fuffer 
" any man to call his name and honour into 
u queftion with impunity ; for which reafbn 
u he will meet Sir Philip Harclay at any 
" time, place, and in what manner he fhall 
w appoint, bringing the fame number of 
" friends and dependents, that juftice may be 
u done to all parties. 

« Lovel." 

'Tis well, faid Sir Philip^ I am glad to 
find he has the fpirit to meet me ; he is an 
enemy worthy of my fword. Lord Clifford 
then propofed, that all parties fhould pais 
the borders, and obtain leave of the warden 
of the Scottifh marches to decide the quarrel 
in his jurifdi&ion, with a feleifc number of 
friends on both fides. Sir Philip agreed to the 
propoial ; and Lord Clifford wrote in his own 
name to aflc permiiHon of the Lord Graham, 

that 



< 



t5« THE-OLD-ENGLI5H BA-RON: 

thatJu^ friends might come there; and obtained 
it, on condition that neither party fliotild ex- 
ceed a limited number of friends and followers. 
• Lord Clifford fent chofen meflengers to 
Lord Lovel, acquainting him with the con- 
ditions, and appointing the time, place, and 
manner of their meeting, and that he had been 
defired to accept the office of judge of the 
field* Lord Lovel accepted the conditions, 
and promifed to be there without fail. Lord 
Clifford notified the fame to Lord Graham, 
warden of the marches, who caufed a piece of 
ground to be enclofed for the lifts, and made 
preparations againft the day appointed. 

In the interim, Sir Philip Harclay thought 
proper to fettle his wordly affairs : he made 
Zadifky acquainted with every circumftance 
of Edmund's hiftory, and the obligation that 
lay upon him to revenge the death of his 
friend, and fee juftice done to his heir. 
Zadifky entered in the caufe with an ardour 
that fpoke the affe&ion he bore to his friend. 
Why, faid he, would you not fuffer me to 
engage this traitor ? — Your life is of too much 
Confcquence to be ftaked againft his: but 
though I truft that the juftice of your caufe 
muft fucceed, yet, if it feould happen other- 
I Wife, 
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- wife, I vow to revenge you j he fhall never 
|o back from us both : However, my hope 
and truft is, to fee your arm the miniftcr of 
j«ftice. Sir Philip then fent for a lawyer and 
made his will, by which he appointed Ed- 
mund his chief heir, by the name of Lovel, 
alias Seagrave, alias Twyfordj he ordered 
that all his old friends, foldiers, and fervants, 
fhould be maintained in the fame manner 
during their lives ; he left to Zadifky an an- 
nuity of an hundred a year, and a legacy of 
two hundred pounds; one hundred pounds to 
a certain monaftery ; the fame fum to be diftri- 
buted among difbanded foldiers, and the fame 
to the poor and needy in his neighbourhood. 

He appointed Lord Clifford joint executor 
with Edmund, and gave his will into that no- 
bleman's care, recommending Edmund to his 
favour and protection. If I live, faid he, I 
will make him appear to be worthy of it; if 
I die, he will want a friend. I am defirous 
your Lordfhip, as a judge of the field, fhould 
be unprejudiced on their fide, that you may 
judge impartially. If I die, Edmund's pre- 
tenfions die with me ; but my friend Zadifky 
will acquaint you with the foundation of 
them. I take thefe precautions, becaufe I 
•ught to b~e prepared for every thing ; but 
H * my 
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my heart is warm with better hopes, and I 
truft I fhall live to juftify my own caufe, as 
well as that of my friend, who is a perfon of 
more confequence than he appears to be. 
Lord Clifford accepted the truft, and exprefled 
the greateft reliance upon Sir Philip's honour 
and veracity. 

While thefe preparations were making for 
the great event that was to decide the pretent- 
ions of Edmund, his enemies at the Caftle of 
Lovel were brought to fhame for their beha- 
viour to him. ' 

The difagreement between Wenlock and 
Markham had by degrees brought on an ex- 
planation of fome parts of their conduct 
Father Ofwald had often hinted to the Baron, 
Wenlock's envy of Edmund's fuperior qua- 
lities, and the artifices.by which he had ob- 
tained fuch an influence with Sir Robert^ 
as to make him take his part upon all occa- 
fions. Ofwald now took advantage of the 
breach between thefe two incendiaries, to per- 
fuade Markham to juftify himfelf atWenlock's 
expence, and to tell all he knew of his wick- 
ednefs; at length he promifed to declare all 
he knew of Wenlock's conduct, as well in 
France as fince their return, when he fhould 

be 



JfcXJOTHIC STORY. 159 

&e called upon,; and, by him, Ofwald was 
•enabled to unravel the whole of his contri- ' 
varices againft the honour, intereft, and even 
iik of Edmund, 

He prevailed on Hewfon, and Kemp his 
aflbciate, to add their teftimony to the others. 
Hewfon confefled that he was touched in his 
confeience, when he reflected on the cruelty 
and injufticc of his behaviour to Edmund, 
whofe behaviour towards him, after he had 
laid a fnare for his life, was fo noble and 
generous, that he was cut to the heart by it, 
and had fullered fo much pain and remorfe, 
that he longed for nothing do much as an 
opportunity to unburden his mind ; but the 
dread of Mr. Wenlock's anger, and the 
effe&s of his refentrrient, had hitherto kept 
him filent, always hoping there would come 
a time, when he might have leave to declare 
the whole truth. 

Ofwald conveyed this information to the 
Baron's ear, who waited for an opportunity 
to make the proper ufe of it. Not long after, 
the two principal incendiaries came to an 
open rupture, and Markham threatened 
Wenlock that, he would fhew his unci?; what 
a ferpent he had harboured in his bofom. 
H 2 The 
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The Baron arretted his words, and infifted 
upon his telling all he knew : adding, if you 
fpeak the truth, I will fupport you^ but if 
you prove falfe, I will punifh you feverely : 
As to Mr. Wenlock, he fhall have a fair 
trial ; and, if all the accufations I have heard 
are made good, it is high time that I fhould 
put him out of my family. The Baron, 
with a ftern afpe£, bade them follow him into 
the great hall ; and fent for all the reft of the 
family together. 

He then with great folemnity told them 
he was ready to hear all fides of the queftion. 
He declared the whole fubftance of his in- 
formations, and called upon the accufers to 
fupport the charge. Hewfonand Kemp gave 
the fame account they had done to Ofwald, 
offering to fwear to the truth of their tefti- 
mony; feveral of the other fervants related 
fuch circurriftances as had come to their 
knowledge. Markham then fpoke of every 
thing, and gave a particular account of all 
that had pafled on the night they fpent in 
the eaft apartment; he accufed himfelf of 
being privy to Wenlock's villainy, called « 
himfelf fool and blockhead, for being the in- 
ftrument of his malignant difpofition, and 

afked 



i A GOTHICSTO R Y. r&t 

af^ed pardon of his uncle for concealing it fo 
Jk>ng. 

The Baron called upon Wenlock to reply 
to the charge -, who, inftead of anfwering, 
flew into a paflion, raged, fwore, threatened, 
and finally denied every thing. The wit- 
nefles perfifted in their aflertions. Markham 
defired leave to make known the reafon why 
they were all afraid of him i he givds it out, 
laid he* that he is to be my Lord's fon-in- 
law j and they, firppofing him to ftand firft 
in his favour, are afraid of his difpleafure. — 
I hope, faid the Baron, I (hall not be at fuch 
a lofs for a fon-in-law, as to make choice of 
fuch a one as him ; he never but once hinted 
at fuch a thing, and then I gave him no en- 
couragement, I have long feen-lfjere was 
fomething very wrong in him ; but I did not 
believe he was of fo wicked a difpofition : It 
is no wonder that princes fhould be fo fre- 
quently deceived, when I, a private man, 
could be fo much impofed upon within the 
circle of my own family. What think you* 
fon Robert ? — I, Sir, have been much more 
impofed upon ; and I take fhame to myfelf on 
the occafion. Enough, my fon, faid the 
, Baron ; a generous confeflion is only a proof 
H 3 of 
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of growing wifdom : You are now fenfible, 
that the bcft of us are liable to imposition* 
The artifices of this unworthy kinfman have 
fet us at variance with each other, and driven 
away an excellent youth from this houfe, to 
go I know not whither: But he fhall no 
longer triumph in his wickednefs ; he fhall 
feel what it is to be baniflied from the houfe of 
his protector. He fhall fetoutfor his mother's 
this very day; I will write to her in fuch 
a manner as fhall inform her that he has of- 
fended me, without particularifing the nature 
of his faults : I will give him an opportunity 
of recovering his credit with his own family, 
and this flail be my fecurity againft his doing 
further mifchief. May he repent, and be 
forgiven. 

Markham deferves punifhment, but not in 
the fame degree. — I confefs it, faid he, and • 
will fubmit to whatever your Lordfhip fhall 
enjoin, — You fhall only be banifhed for a 
time, but he for ever. I will fend you abroad 
on a bufinefs that fhall put you in a way to 
do credit to yourfelf, and fervice to me. Son* 
Robert, have you any objection to my fen- 
tence ?— My Lord, faid he, Ihave great rea- 
fonto diftruft myfelfj I am fenfible of my 

own 
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©wn weakncfs, and your fuperior wifdom, as 

weli as goodnefs ; and I will henceforward 

fiibmit to you in all things. 

The Baron ordered two of his fervants to 
pack up Wenlock's clothes and neceflaries r 
and to fet out with him that very day; he 
bade fome others keep an eyo upon him left 
he fhould efcape: As foon as they were 
*cady, my Lord wifhed him a good journey, 
and gave him a letter for his mother. He de- 
parted without faying a word, in a Allien kind 
of refentment; but his countenance (hewed 
the inward agitations of his mind. 

As foon as he was gone, every mouth was- 
opened againft him ; a thoufand ftories came 
out that they never heard before : The Ba- 
ron and his fons were aftonifhed that he fhould 
go on fo long without detection* My Lord 
fighed deeply at the thoughts of Edmund's, 
cxpulfion, and ardently wished to know what 
was become of him- 

Sir Robert took the opportunity of coming 
to an explanation with his brother William > 
he took fhame to himfelf for fome part of hi$ 
paft behaviour, Mr. William owned his 
affeflion to Edmund, and juftified it by his 
merit and attachment to him, which were 
H 4 fuch 
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fuch that he was certain no time or diftance 
could alter them. He accepted his brother's 
acknowledgement, as a full amends for all 
that had pafled, and begged that henceforward 
an entire love and confidence might ever fub- 
fift between them. Thefe new regulations 
reftored peace, confidence, and harmony, in 
the CaftleofLovel. 

At length, the day arrived for the com- 
batants to meet. The Lord Graham, with 
twelve followers, gentlemen, and twelve fer- 
vants, was ready at the dawn of day to re- 
ceive them. 

The firft that entered the field was Sir 
Philip Barclay, Knight, armed completely, 
excepting his head-piece j Hugh Rugby, his 
Efquire, bearing his lance; John Barnard, 
his page, carr) ing his helmet and fpurs ; and 
two fervants in his proper livery. The next 
came Edmund, the heir of Lovel, followed by 
his fervant John Wjattj Zadifky followed by 
his fervant. 

At a fliort diftance came the Lord Clifford, 
as judge of the field, with his Efquire, two 
pages, and two livery fervants > followed by 
his eldeft f >n, his nephew, and a gentleman 
his friend, each attended by one fervant: 

He 
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He alfo brought a furgeon of note to take 
care of the wounded. 

The Lord Graham faluted them j and, by 
his order they took their places without the 
lifts,, and the trumpet founded for the chal- 
lenger. It was anfwered by the defendant, 
who foon after appeared, attended by three 
gentlemen his friends, with each one fervant, 
befide his own proper attendants. 

A place was erected for the Lord Clifford* 
as judge of the field; he defired Lord Gra- 
ham would /hare the office, who accepted it* 
on condition that the combatants fhould 
make no objection ; and they agreed to it with 
the greater! courtefyand refpect. They con- 
futed together on many points of honour and 
ceremony between the two combatants. 

They appointed a marflial of the field,, and 
other inferior officers, ufually employed on> 
thefe occafions. The Lord Graham' fent the 
marflial for the challenger, defiring him to 
declare the caufe of his quarrel before hia 
enemy* Sir Philip Harclay then advanced* 
and thus fpoke : 

w I Philip Harclay, Knight* challenge * 
w Walter, commonly called Lord Lovel, as a 
K bafe*. treacherous, and bloody man* who* 
US . "by 
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44 by his wicked arts and devices, did kill* 
44 or caufe to be killed, his kinfman, Arthur 
<€ Lord Lovel, my dear and noble friend, I 
u am called upon, in an extraordinary man- 
<c ner, to revenge his death j and I will prove 
44 the truth of what I have affirmed at the 
44 peril of my life." 

Lord Graham then bade the defendant an- 
fwer to the charge. Lord Lovel flood forth 
before his followers, and thus replied : 

c< I Walter, Baron of Lovel, do deny the 
cc charge againft me, and affirm it to be a 
" bafe, falfe, and malicious accufation of this 
44 Sir Philip Harclay, which I believe to be 
44 invented . by himfelf, or elfe framed by 
u fome enemy, and told to him for wicked 
<€ ends ; but, be that as it may, I will main- 
iC tain my own honour, and prove him to be 
44 a falfe traitor at the hazard of my own 
44 life, and to the punifhment of his pre- 
44 fumption." 

Then faid the Lord Graham,— Will not 
this quarrel admit ©f arbitration ? — No, re- 
plied Sir Philip i when 1 have juflified this 
charge, I have more to bring againft him. I 
truft in God and the juftice of my caufe, 
and defy that traitor to the death I Lord Clif- 
ford 
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fcrcf then fpoke a few words to Lord Gra- 
ham, who immediately called to the marfhal, 
and bade him open the lifts, and deliver their 
Weapons to the combatants. v 

While the marftial was arranging the com- 
batants and their followers, Edmund ap- 
proached his friend and patron ; he put one 
knee to the ground, he embraced his knees 
with the ftrongeft emotions of grief and anx- 
iety. He was dreffed in complete armoury 
with his vifor down> his device was a haw- 
thorn, with a graft of the rofe upon it, the' 
motto — This is not my true farent * r but Sir 
Philip bade him. take thefe words — Efrudu 
arbor cognofcitur. 

Sir PhHip embraced the youth with ftrong 
marks of affe&ion : Be compofed, my child f 
fold he ; I have neither guilt, fear, nor doubt 
in me ; I am fo certain of fuccefs, that 14>id 
you be prepared for the confequence, Za- 
difky embraced his friend, he comforted Ed- 
mund, he fuggefted every thing that could 
confirm his hopes of fucceft. 

The marflial waited to deliver the fpear to 

Sir rtiilip^ he now prefentcd it with the 

ufual form.— Sir, receive your lance, and God 

defend the right I—Sir Philip anfwered v 

H 6 Amen P 
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Amen ! in a voice that was heard by all 
prefent. 

He next prefented his weapon to Lord 
Lovel with the fame fentence, who likewife . 
anfwered Amen ! with a good courage. Im- 
mediately the lifts were cleared, and the 
combatants began the fight. 

They contended a long time with equal 
(kill and courage ; at length Sir Philip un- 
horfed his antagonift. The judges ordered, 
that either he fhould alight, or fuffer his ene- 
my to remount; he chofe the former, and a # 
fliort combat on foot enfued. The fweat ran 
off their bodies with the violence of the ex- 
ercife. Sir Philip watched every motion of 
his enemy, and ftrove to weary him out, in- 
tending to wound, but not to kill him, unlefs 
obliged for his own fafety. 

He thruft his fword through his left arm, 
and demanded whether he would confefs the 
<fa£t ? Lord Lovel enraged, anfwered, he 
would die fooner. Sir Philip then pafTed the 
fword through his body twice, and Lord 
Lovel" fell, crying out that he was flain. 

I hope not, faid Sir Philip, for I have a 
great deal of bufinefs for you to do before you 
die: Confefs your fins, and endeavour to 

atone 
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atone for them, as the only ground to hope 
for pardon. — Lord Lovel replied, You are 
the vi&or, ufe your good fortune generouily I 

Sir Philip took away his fword, and then 
waved it over his head, and beckoned for 
affiftance. The judges fent to beg Sir Philip 
to (pare the life of his enemy. — I will, fa id 
he, upon condition that he will make aiv 
honeft cofefiion. 

Lord Lovel defired a furgeon and a. con* 
feffor. — You (hall have both, (aid Sir Philip* 
but you mult firft anfwer me a queftion or 
two. Did you kill your kinfman or not ?— 
It was not my hand that killed him, anfwered 
the wounded man. — It was done by your own 
order, however ? You fhall have no afliftance 
till you anfwer this point. — It was* laid he, 
and Heaven is juft !— Bear witnefs all pre- 
fent, laid Sir Philip : he confefles the fad ! 

He then beckoned Edmund, who approach* 
ed. — Take off your helmet, iaid he: look 
on that youth, he is the fon of your injured 
kinfman. — It is himfelf ! faid the Lord Lovel, 
and fainted away. 

Sir Philip then called for a furgeon and a 
prieft, both of which Lord Graham had prt*- 
vided; the former began to bind up his 

wounds, 
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wounds, and his affiftants poured a cordial 
into his mouth. — Prefer ve his life, if it be* 
poflible, faid Si* PhUip; for much depend* 
upon itr 

He then took Edmund by the hand r and 
prefented him to all the company.— In this 
young man, faid he, you fee the true heir of 
the houfe of Lovel ! Heaven has in its own, 
way made him the inftrument to difcover the* 
death of his parents. His father was aifaifc- 
nated by order of that wicked man,, who now 
receives kis punifhment ; his mother was, by 
his cruel treatment, compelled to leave her 
own houfe; flie was delivered in the fields, 
and perifhed herfelf in fe eking a fhelter for 
her infant. I have fufficient proofs of every 
Aing I fay, which I am ready to communicate 
to every perfon who defires to know the par- 
ticulars : Heaven, by my hand, has chaftifed 
him ; he has confefled the fa& 1 accufe him 
of, and it remains that he make reftitution of 
the fortune and honours he hath ufurped fa 
long. 

Edmund kneeled, and with uplifted hands 
returned thank* to Heaven, that his noble 
friend and champion was crowned with vic- 
tory ! —The Lords and gentlemen gathered 

round. 
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round them, they congratulated them both * 
While Lord Lovel'sfricnds and followers were 
employed in taking caw of him. Lord Clifw 
ford took Sir Philip's hand. — You have a&ed 
With fo much honour and prudence, that it is 
prefomptuous te offer you advice ; but what 
mean you to do with the wounded man ?— I 
have not determined, (aid he ; I thank you 
for the hint, arid beg your advice how to pro- 
ceed.— Let us confult Lord Graham, replied 
he. — Lord Graham infifted upon their going 
all to his cattle; there, faid he, you will 
have impartial witnefTes of all that pafles. 
Sir Philip was unwilling to give fo much 
trouble. The Lord Graham protetted he 
ihould be proud to do any fervice to fo noble 
a gentleman* Lord Clifford enforced his 
requeft, faying, it was better upon all ac- 
counts to Jceep their prifoner on this fide the 
borders till they faw what turn his health 
would take, and to keep him fafely till he 
"had fettled his worldly affairs. 

This refolution being' taken, Lord Graham 
invited the wounded man and his friends to 
his cattle, as being the neareft place where 
he could be lodged and taken proper care •£ 
it being dangerous to carry him further* They 

accepted 
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accepted the propofal with many ackriow- . 
lodgments; and, having made a kind of 
litter of boughs, they all proceeded to Lord 
Graham's caftle, where they put kord Lovel 
to bed, and the furgeon drefied his wounds, . 
and defired he might be kept quiet, not , 
knowing at prefent whtehcr they were dan- 
gerous or not* 

About an hour after, the wounded man . 
complained of thirft ; he aiked for the fur- 
geon, and inquired if his life was in danger ? 
The furgeon anfwered him doubtfully. He 
alked,~ Where is Sir Philip Harclay ?— In 
the caftle. — Where is that young man whom 
he calls the heir of Lovel ?— He is here, too* 
—Then 1 am forrounded with my enemies* . 
I want to fpeak to one of n^y own fervants, 
without witneffes ; let one be fent to me. 

The furgeon withdrew, and acquainted the 
gentlemen below. — He fhall not fpeak to any 
man, faid Sir Philip, but inmy-prefence. He 
went with him into the fick man's room. 
Upon the fight of Sir Philip, he feemed in 
great agitation.*— Am I not allowed to fpeak 
with my own fervant, faid he ? — Yes> Sir, 
you may ; but not without witneffes.— Then 
I am a prifoner, it feems f— No, not fo, Sir; 

but 
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but fome caution is neceffary at prcfent : 

But compofe yourfelf, I do not wifli for your 

death.— Then why did you feek it ? I never 

injured you. — Yes, you have, in the perfon 

of my friend y and I am only the inftrumerift 

of juftice in the hand of Heaven; endeavour 

to make atonement while life is fpared to 

you. — Shall I fend the prieft to you ? perhaps 

he may convince you of the neceflity of rc- 

ftitution, in order to obtain forgivenefs of 

y6ur fins. 

Sir Philip fent for the prieft and the fur* 
geon, and obliged the fervant to retire with 
him. I leave you, Sir, to the care of thefe 
gentlemen ; and whenever a third perfon iar 
admitted, 1 will be his attendant : I will vifit 
you again within an hour. He then retired; 
and confulted his friends below v they were 
of opinion that no time fhould be loft*-— You 
will then, laid he, accompany me into the 
lick man's apartment in an hour's time; 

Within the hour, Sir Philip, attended by 
Lord Clifford and Lord Graham, entered the 
chamber. Lord Lovel was in great emotion y 
the prieft flood on one fide of the bed, the 
furgeon on the other 5 the former exhorted 
him to confefs his fins, the other defired he 

might 
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might be left to his repofe. Lord LoveF 
feemed in great anguifh of mind y he trem- 
bled, and was in the utmoft confuflon. Sir 
Philip entreated him, with the piety of a 
confeflbr, to eonfider his foul's health before 
&at of his body. He then afked Sir Philip,, 
by what means he knew that he was concern- 
ed in the death of his kinfman ?— Sir, replied 
he, it was not merely by human means this 
feft was difcovered. There is a certain a* 
partment in the Caftle of Lovel, that has beea 
(hut up thefe one-and-twenty years, but has 
lately been opened and examined into. 

Oh Heaven ! exclaimed he, then Geoffry 
muft have betrayed me !— No^Sir^ he has not, 
it was revealed in a very extraordinary man- 
ner to that youth whom it moft concerns.*— 
How can he be the heir of Lovel ? —By being 
the fon of that unfortunate woman, whom, 
you cruelly obliged to leave her own houfe* 
to avoid being compelled to wed the murderer 
©f her hufband :.. we are not ignorant, more** 
over, of the fictitious funeral you made for 
her. All is difcovered, : and you will not tell, 
us any more than we know already ; but we 
defire to have it confirmed by your confeffioan 
— The judgments of Heaven are fallen upon. 

me I 
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me I fiud Lord LoveL I am childlefi, and 
one is arifen from the grave to claim my in- 
heritance. — Nothing then hinders you to do> 
juftice and make refutation - r it is for the eaie 
of your conference 5 and you have no other 
way of making atonement for all the mifchief 
you have done.-*- You know too much, faid 
the criminal,, and I will relate what you . do> 
not know* 

You may remember, proceeded he, that 1 
few you once at my mcle's houfe ?— I well 
remember it.— At that time my mind was 
difturbed by the baleful pamon of envy ; it 
was from that root all my bad a&ions 
iprung.-^Praife be to God ! (aid the good 
prieft ; he ham touched your heart with true 
Contrition, and you fhew the effect of his- 
mercies 5 you will do juftice, and you wilL 
be rewarded by the gift of repentance unta 

falvation. Sir Philip defircd the penitent 

to proceed. 

My kinfman excelled me in every kind of 
merit, in the graces of perfon and mind, in 
all his exercifes, and in every accomplifh- 
ment. I was totally eclipfed by him, and I 
hated to be in his company ; but what finifli- 
ed my averfion, was his addreffing the lady 

upon 
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upon whom I had fiied my affections : -■ t 
ftroveto rival him there, bat ihe gave him 
the preference, that indeed, was only big 
due; but I could not' bear to fee, or ac- 
knowledge it* 

The moft bitter hatred- took poffeflion o£ 
my breafty and I vowed to revenge the Atp~ 
pofed injury as foon as opportunity fhould 
©iFer. I buried my refentment deep, in my 
heart, and outwardly appeared to rejoice at 
his fuccefs ; I made a merit of refigning my 
pretenfions tohim % butI could npt bear to be 
prefent at his nuptials : I retired to my fa- 
ther's feat, and brooded over my revenge ii* 
fecret. My father died this year, and foon 
after my uncle followed him ; within another 
year my kinfman was fummoned to attend 
the King on his Welfti expedition. 

As foon as I heard he was gone from 
home,. I refolved to prevent his return, ex- 
ulting in the profpedt of pofTeffing his title*, 
fortune, and his Lady. I hired mefiengers,. 
who were conftandy gping and ; corning to- 
give me intelligence of all that paiTed at 
the cattle; I went there foon after, under 
pretence of vifiting piy kinfman. My (pies 
brought me an account of all that hap- 
pened ;. 
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pened; one informed me of the event of the 
tattle, but could not tell whether my rival 
was living or dead; I hoped the latter, that 
I might avoid the crime I meditated : I re- 
ported his death to his Ltdy, who took it 
xcry heavily. 

Soon after a meflenger arrived with tidings 
that he was alive and well, and had obtained 
leave to return home immediately. 

I inftantly difpatched my two emifiaries to 
intercept him on the way. He made lb much 
hafte to return, that he was met within a mile 
of his own caftle : he had out-rode his fer- 
vants, and was alone : They killed him, and 
drew him afide out of the highway* They 
then came to me with all fpeed, and defired 
ray orders ; k was then about funfet : I fent 
them back to fetch the dead body, which they 
brought privately into the caftle : They tied 
it neck and heels, and put it into a trunk, 
which they buried under the floor in the 
dofet you mentioned. The fight of the 
body ftung me to the heart; I then felt the 
pangs of remorfe, but it was too late : I took 
every precaution that prudence fuggefted to 
prevent die di&overy; but nothing can be ] 
concealed from the eye of Heaven. 

From 
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From that fatal hour I hasre never knowA 
peace, always in fear of fbmething impending 
%o dtfcover my guilt, and to bring me te 
ihame : at length I am overtaken by juftice. 
I am brought to a fevere reckoning here, and 
I dread to meet one more fevere hereafter. 

Enough, faid the prieft ; you have done a 
good work, my fon ! truft in the Lord ; and 
now this burden is off ycur mind, the reft 
will be made eafy to you. 

Lord Lovel took a minute's repofe, and 
then went on, — I hope by the hint you gave, 
- Sir Philip, the poor Lady is yet alive ? — No, 
Sir, (he is not : but fhe died not till after fhe 
brought forth a fon, whom Heaven made its 
inftrument to difcover and avenge the death 
of both his parents.— They are well aVenged ! 
faid he. I have no children to lament for me j 
all mine have been taken from me in the 
bloom of youth* only one daughter lived to 
be twelve years old ; 1 intended her for a wife 
for one of my nephews, but within three 
months I have buried her. He fighed, wept, 
and was filent. 

The gentlemen prefent lifted up their hands 

and eyes to Heaven in filence. The will of 

Heaven be obeyed ! feid the prjeft. My peni- 

i tent 
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tent hath confefled all : what more would you 
^require?— That he make atonement, laid Sir 
Philip j that he furrender the title and eftate 
to the Tight heir, and difpofe of his own pro- 
per fortune to his neareft relations, and rengn 
himfelf to penitence and preparation for a 
future ftate. For this time I leave him with 
you, father, and will join my prayers with 
yours for his repentance. 

So faying, he left the room, and was fol- 
lowed by the Barons and the furgeonj the 
prieft alone remaining with him. As foon as 
they were out of hearing, Sir Philip queftion- 
ed the forgeon concerning his patient's fitua- 
tion ; who \anfwered, that at prefent he few 
no figns of immediate danger, But he could 
not yet pronounce that there was none : if he 
were mortally wounded, faid he, he could not 
be fo well, nor fpeak fo long without faint- 
nefs j and it is my opinion that he will foon 
recover, if nothing happens to retard the cure* 
Then, faid Sir Philip keep this opinion from 
him j for I would fuffer the fear of death to 
operate on him .until he hath performed fome 
neceflary afts of juftice : Let it only be 
known to thefe noblemen, upon whofe honour 
1 can rely, and I truft they will approve my 

requeft 
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requeft to you, Sir. — I join in it, (kid Lord 
Clifford, from the fame motives. — I infift 
upon it, (aid Lord Graham ; and I can an- 
fwer for my furgeon's difcretion.— My Lords, 
laid the furgeon, you may depend on my fide- 
lity; and, after what I have juft heard, my 
conference is engaged in this noble gentle- 
man's behalf and I will do every thing in 
my power to fecond your intentions. — I thank 
you, Sir, (aid Sir Philip, and you may de- 
pend on my gratitude in return. I prefume , 
you will fit up with him to night; if any 
danger fhould arife, I defire to be called im- 
mediately ; but, otherwife, I would fufFer him 
to reft quietly, that he may be prepared for 
the bufinefs of the following day. — I (hall 
obey your dire&ions, Sir; my neceflary at- 
tendance, will give me a pretence not to leave 
him, and thus I (hall hear all that pafles be- 
tween him and all that vifit him. — You will 
oblige me highly, faid Sir Philip, and I (hall 
go to reft with confidence in your care. 

The furgeon returned to the fick man's 
chamber, Sir Philip and the Barons to the 
company below: they fupped in the great 
hall, with all the gentlemen that were prefent 
at the combat Sir Philip and his Edmund 

retired 
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**ifed to their repefe, baing heartily fatigued; 
«W the company Hayed to* late hour, com* 
menting upon the a&kmof the day, praifing 
-the courage and generality of the noble 
Km'*ht, and mMki&g a good event to his un- 
dertaking. 

M«ft of 'Loud' Lovel's friends went away* as 
foott as they (aw htm fafely lodged, being 
slimmed of h'mii and of their appearance in 
his behalf; and the few that flayed were in- 
duced by their defire of a further information 
of the bafe aft ion he had committed, and to 
jiiftify their own chara&erS and condu&. 

The next morning Sir Philip entered into 
confutation with the two Barons, on the me- 
thods he mould take to get Edmund received 
and acknowledged as heir of the hoiife of 
Lovel. They were all of opinion, that the 
criminal fhould be kept in fear till he had 
fettled his worldly affairs, and they had re- 
fohredhow to difpofe of fcim. With this de- 
termination they entered his room, and in* 
quired of the furgeon how he had paffed the 
night ? 'He fliook his head, and faid but 
little. 

Lord Lovel defired that he might be re- 
moved to his own houfe. Lord Graham 
I faid, 
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laid, he could not confent to that, as there w^^ 
evident danger in removing him ; and ap^ 
pealed to the furgeon, Who confirmed his op^ 
nion. Lord Graham defired he would mak^ 
himfelf eafy, and that he ihould have ever^ 
kind of affiftance there. 

. Sir Philip then propofed to fend for th^= 
Lord Fitz-Owen who would fee that aU pof — " 
fible care was taken of his brother-in-law*— 
and would affift him in fettling his affairs. 
Lord Lovel was againft it j he was peevifh 
and uneafy, and defired to be left with only 
his own fervants to attend him. Sir Philip 
%, quitted the room with a fignificant look; and 
the two Lords endeavoured to reconcile him 
to his fituation. He interrupted them.— It is 
eafy for men in your fituation to advife, but 
it is difficult for one in mine to pra&ife; 
wounded in body and mind, it is natural that 
I Ihould ftrive to avoid the extremes of frame 
and punifhment : 1 thank you for your kind 
offices, and beg I may be left with my own 
fervants— With them, and the furgeon, you 
(hall, {aid Lord Graham; and they both 
retired. 

Sir Philip met them below.— My Lords, 
{aid he, I am defirous that my Lord Fitz- 

Owen 



A' GOTHIC STORY. %t$ 

™wen (liquid be fent for, and that he may 
**Sar his brother's confeffionj for I fufpeifc 
*hat he may hereafter deny, what only the 
^ar of death has extorted from him : with 
)^our permiffion, I am determined to fend 
ftieflengers to-day. They both exprefled ap- 
probation, and Lord Clifford propofed to 
Write jo him, laying, a letter from an im- 
partial perfon will have the more weight : I 
will fend one of my principal domeftics with 
your own. This meaftire being refolved 
upon, Lord Clifford retired to write, and Sir 
Philip to prepare his fervants for inftant de- 
parture. Edmund defired leave to write to 
father Ofwald, and John Wyatt was ordered 
to be the bearer of his letter. When the Lord 
Clifford had finiflied his letter, he read it to 
Sir Philip and his chofen friends, as follows 1 
." Right Hon. my good Lord, 
c< I have taken upon me to acquaint your 
" Lordfhip, that there has been a folemn 
u combat at arms between your brother-irr- 
" law, the Lord Lovel, and Sir^Philip Har- 
<c clay, Knt. of Yorkfhire. It was fought in 
tt the jurifdi&ion of the Lord Graham, who, 
" with myfelf, was appointed judge of the 
" field j it was fairly won, and Sir Philip Is 
I 2 « the 
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" the xxmcjueror. After he had gained tZ ^ 
*« viftory, he declared at large the caufe 
u the quarrel, and that he had revenged 00^ 
** death of Arthur Lord Lovel, his frien-^^ 
« whom the prefent Lord Lovel had affafin^^ 
c< ated, that he might enjoy his title an 
** eftate. The wounded man confefled th 
" fa& : and Sir Philip gave him his life-^ 
" and only carried off his fword as a troph}^ 
« of his viftory. Both the vi&or and the^ 
<c vanquifhed were conveyed to Lord Gra — 
fC ham's caftle, where the Lord Lovel now 
u lies in great danger. He is defirous to 
" fettle his worldly affairs, and to make his 
u peace with God and man. Sir Philip Har- 
" clay fays, there is a male heir of the houfe 
" of Lovel, for whom he claims the title and, 
" eftate ; but he is very dentous that your 
11 Lordfhip fhould be prefent at the difpofal 
« of your brother's property, that of right be- 
" longs to him, of which your children are 
" the undoubted heirs: He alfo wants to 
" confult you in many other points of ho- 
<l nour and equity, , Let me mtreat you, on 
" the receipt of this letter, to fet outimme- 
« diately for Lord Graham's caftle, where 
« you will be received with the utmoft re- 

« fpetf 
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fycSt and hofpitality. You will bear 
Cc things that will furprife you as much as 
Cc they do me; you will judge of thern with 
C€ thatjuftice and honour tj>at fpeaks your 
Cc character > and you will unite with us in 
<c wondering at the ways, of Providence, and 
c * fubmitting to its decrees, in punifhing thq 
c< guilty* and doing juftice to the innocent 
c < and opprefled. My be.ft wi/hes and prayers 
cc attend vqu and your hopefuj family. My 
cc Lord, I remain your humble feryant, 

ic Clifford," 



Every one prefent expreffcd the higheft ap- 
probation, of this letter. Sir Philip gave 
orders to John Wyatt to b^ very cjrcumfpecl: 
in his behaviour, to give Edmund's letter pri- 
vately to father Ofwald, and to make no 
mention of him, or his pretenfions to Lovel 
Cattle. 

Lord Clifford gave his fervant thq requifite 
precautions* Lord Graham added a note of 
invitation, and fent it by a fervant of his 
own. — As foon as all things Were ready, the 
meflengers fet out with all fpeed for the Caftle 
of Lovel. 

I 3 They 
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They flayed no longer by the way than to 
take fome refrefhment, but rode night and day 
till they arrived there. 

Lord Fitz-Owen was in the parlour with 
his children. Father Ofwald was walking in 
the avenue before the houfe, when he faw 
three meflengers, whofe horfes feemed jaded, 
and the riders fatigued, like men come a long 
journey. He came up, juft a* the flrft had 
delivered his meflage to die porter. John 
Wyatt knew him, he difmounted, and made 
figns that he had fomething to fay to him ; 
he retired back a few fteps, and John, with 
great dexterity, flipped a letter into his hand. 
The father gave him his bleffing, and a Wel- 
come — Who do you come from? faid he 
aloud.— From theLords Graham and Clifford, 
to the Lord Fitz-Owen j and we bring letters 
of confequence to the Baron. 

Ofwald followed the meflengers into the 
halJ, a fervant announced their arrival. Lord 
Fitz-Owen received them in the parlour: 
Lord Clifford's fervant delivered his matter's 
letter, Lord Graham's his, and they faid they 
would retire and wait his Lordfhip's anfwer. 
The Baron ordered them fome refrefhment. 
'} hey retired, and he opened his letters : He 

read 
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*" ead them with great agitations, he ftruck his 
Hand upon his heart, he exclaimed — My 
'ears are all verified ! the blow is ftruck,and 
it has fellen upon the-guilty ! 

Ofwald came in a minute after, — You arc 
Come in good time, £\id the Baron. Read 
that letter, that my children may know the 
contents. He read it with faultering voice, 
and trembling limbs. They were all in great 
furprife. William looked down, and kept a 
ftudied filence. Sir Robert exclaimed — Is it 
poffible ? can my uncle be guilty of fuch an 
a6Hqo ? — You hear, fakb the Baron, he haa 
confefleditl — But to whom? faid Sir Ro- 
bert. — His father replied, Lord Clifford's 
honour is unqueftionabie, and I cannot doubt 
what he affirms. 

Sir Robert leaned his head upon his hand, 
as one loft in thought : at length he feemed 
to awake — My Lord, I have no doubt thgt 
Edmund is at the bottom of this bufinefs. 
Do you not remember that Sir Philip Plar- 
clay long ago promifed him his friendfhip ? 
Edmund disappears 3 and, foon after, this 
man challenges my Uncle. You know what 
pafled here before his departure ; he has fug- 
gefted this affair to Sir Philip, and inftigated 
I 4 him 
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him to this action. This" is the return he 
has made for the favours he has received from 
our family, to which he owes every thing.— 
SoftJy, my fon ! faid the Baron ; led us he 
cautious of refie&ing upon Edmund : there 
is a greater hand in this hufinefs. My con- 
jecture was too true: it was in that fatal 
apartment that he was made acquainted with 
the circumftances of Lord LoveFs death ; he 
was, perhaps, enjoined to reveal them to Sir 
Philip Harclay, the bofom friend of the de- 
ccafed. The myftery of that apartment is 
diiclofed, the woe to the guilty is accompliih- 
ed : There is no reflection npon any one ; 
Heaven efFeds its purpofes in its own time 
and manner. I and mine are innocent ; let 
us worfhip and be filent ! 
' But what do you propofe to do ? faid Sir 
Robert.— To return with the rheffengers, an- 
fwered the Baron* I think it highly proper 
that I (hould fee your Uncle, and hear what 
J*e has to fay : My children are his heirs ; in 
j^iftice to them, I ought to be acquainted with 
every thing that concerns the difpoial of his 
fortune. — Your Lordfhip is in the right, an*- 
fwered Sir Robert, it concerns us all. I have 
only to afk your permiflion to bear you com- 
• - panjv 
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pany.— With all my heart, faid the Baron : 
I have only to a(k of you in return, that you 
will command yourfelf, and not fpeak your 
mind baftilyj wait for the proofs before you 
give judgment, and take advice of your rea- 
fon before you decide upon any thing : if you 
refledt upon the pair,, you will find reafon ta 
diftruft yourfelf* Leave all to me, and be 
aflured I will protect your honour and my 
own.— I will obey you in all things, my 
Lord; and will make immediate preparation* 
for our departure. So faying, he left the 
room. 

As foon as he was gone, Mr. William 
broke filence,— *My Lord, faid he, if you have 
no great obje&ion, I beg leave alfo to accom- 
pany you both. — You fhaU, my fon, if you> 
defire it; I think I can fee your motives,, 
and your brother's alfo; your coolnefs wiH 
be a good balance to his warmth : you (hall 
go with us. My fon Walter (hall be hi* 
filter's protestor in our abfence, and he fhalli 
be mafter here till we return. — I hope, my 
dear father, that w»U not be long; I (hall 
not be happy till you come home, faid the 
fair Emma. — \t fhall be no longer, my dear- 
eft, than till this untoward affair is fettled. 
I 5 The 



i 9 o THE OLD ENGLISH BARON: 

The Baron defired to Enow when the meffen- 
gers were expe&ed to return. Ofwald took 
this opportunity to retire; he went to his 
own apartment, and read the letter, as fol- 
lows: 

u The Heir of Love!, to his dear and re- 
u verend friend, father Ofwald. 

<c Let my friends at the. Caftle of Lovel 
" know that I live in hopes one day to fee 
<c them there. If you could by any means 
iC return with the meflengers, your tefti- 
u mony would add weight to mine ; perhaps 
" you might obtain permifiion to attend the 
" Baron : I leave it to you to manage this* 
" John Wyatt will inform you of all that 
4€ has paffed here, and that hitherto my fuo 
u cefs has outrun my expectation, and, ai- 
<c moft, my wiflies. I am in the high road' 
*•** to my inheritance; and truft that the ; 
44 Power who hath condu&ed me thus far 
M will not leave his work unfintfhed. Tell 
M my beloved William, that I live, and hope 
" to embrace him before long. I recorn- 
4i mend myfelf to your holy prayers- and- 
tt bleifing, and remain your fon and fervant, 

« Edmund." 

Ofwald 
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Ofwald then went to the meflenger's -> he 
drew John Wyatt to a diftance from the reft, 
and got the information he wanted : he flayed 
with him till he was fent for by the Baron, 
to whom he went directly and prevented hi* 
queftions, by faying, — I have been talking 
With the meflengers : I find they have tra- 
velled night and day to bring the letters with 
all fpeed ; they only require one night's reft r 
and will be ready to fet out with you to- 
morrow. — 'Tis well, faid the Baron ; we will 
fet out as foon as they are ready.— My Lord, 
faid Ofwald, 1 have a favour to beg of you - r 
it is, that I may attend you : I have feen the 
progrefs of this wonderful difcovery, and L 
have a great defire to fee the conclufion of it - r , 
perhaps my pretence may be of fervice in the 
courfe of your bufinefs* — Perhaps it may,, 
faid the Baron ; I have no objection, if you 
defire to go* — They then feparated, and went 
to prepare for their journey. 

Qfwald had a private interview with Jo~ 
fe; h, whom he informed of all that he knew r 
and his refclution to attend the Baron in his. 
journey to the north. — I go, kid he, to bear 
witnefe in behalf of injured innocence : if it 
be needful,' I iball call upon you \ therefore 
I 6 hold 
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hold yourfelf in readinefs In cafe yoa febul ^^ 
be fent for.— That I will, faid Jofeph, an ^ 
fpend my laft remains of life and itaength, t^** 
help my yourtg Lord to his right and tide ^ 
but do they not begin to fwfpeft who is th^^ 
Heir of Lovel ?— Not in the leaft, faid Of— - 
wald ; they think him concerned rn the dif-^ — ' 
covery, but have no idea of his being inter-— 
efted in the event. — Oh, father ! faid Jofeph, 
I (hall think every day a week till you re- 
, turn ; but I will no longer keep yoa from 
your repofe.<~Good night, faidOfwald; bat 
I have another vifit to pay before I go to reft. 
He left Jofeph, and went on tip- toe to Mr. 
William's room, and tapped at his door 5 he 
came and opened it.— What news, father ?— 
Not much j I have only orders to tell you that 
Edmund is well, and as much your friend as 
ever.— I guefTed, faid William, that we fliould 
hear fbmething of him : I have ftili another 
guefs. — What is that, my child 1 — That we 
fhall fee or hear of him where we are going. 
— It is very likely, (aid Ofwald - y and I would 
have you be prepared for it : I am confident 
we (hall hear nothing to his difcrcdit.— i am 
certain of that, faid William, and I fhall re- 
joice to fee him ; I conclude that he is- under 

the 
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the ptotedkm of Sir Philip Harclay.— He is 
fb^ faid Ofwald ; I had my information from 
Sir Philip's fervapt, who i^ one of the mef- 
fbngers, and was guide to the others in their 
way hither. After fome further converfation 
tb^yfeparated^an^ ea$h went to hi^ repofe. 

The next morning the whole party fet out 
€Hi their journey; they travelled by eafy 
ftages on account of the Baron's health 
which began to be impaired, and arrived in 
health and fpicits at the caftle of Lord Gra- 
ham, where they were received with the ut- 
mofb refpe& and kindnefs by the noble 
Matter. 

The Lord Lovel had recovered his health 
and ftrength as much as poffible in the tiij*e t 
and was impatient to be gone from thence to 
his own houfe. He was furprifed to hoar of 
the arrival of his brother and nephews, and 
exprefied no pleafure at the thoughts of fee- 
ing them* When Sir Philip Harclay came 
to pay his refpe&s to Baron Fitz-Owen, the 
latter received him with civility, but with a 
eddneis that was apparent. Sir Robert left 
. the room, doubting his refolution. Sir Philip 
advance^ and took the Baron by the band. 
—•My Lord, faid he, I rejoice to fee you here. 

cannot 
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I cannot be fetisfied with Ae bare civilitit 
of fuch a man as you. I afjwre to your ^* * 
efteem, to you* friendships -and I fhallnot be^^ 
happy till I obtain them. I will- make you the 
judge of every part of my conduft, and wh$re 
you (hall condemn- me* I- will condemn^ 
myfelf. - t 

The Baron was foftened, his noble heart 
felt its alliance with its counterpart, but he 
thought the fituation of his brother demanded 
fome referve towards the man who fought his 
life; but, in fpite of himfelf, it wore off every 
moment. Lord Clifford related all that had 
paffed, with the due regard to Sir Philip's 
honour; he remarked how nobly he con- 
cealed the caufe of his referring t againft the 
Lord Lovel till the day of combat, that he 
might not prepofiefs the Judges againft him. 
He enlarged on his humanity to the van- 
quished, on the defire he exprefTed to have 
juftice done to his heirs ; finally, he mention- 
ed his great refpe& for the Lord Fitz-Owen, 
and the folicitude he {hewed to have him 
come to fettle the eftateof the lick man in fa- 
vour of his children. Lord Clifford alfo em- 
ployed^ his fon to fo/ten bir Robert, and to 

explain, 
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kin to him every doubtful part of Sir 
lip's behaviour. 

i fter the travellers had taken fome reft, the 
rd Graham propofed that they fhould make 
Pi fit to the fick man's chau ber. The Lords 
: to acquaint him they were coming to vifit 
i, and they followed the meflenger. The 
lord Fitz-Owen went up to the bedftde ; he 
ibraced his brother with ftrong emotions of 
[>ncern; Sir Robert followed him; then 
Mr. William. Lord Lovel embraced them, 
but faid nothing j his countenance fhewed hiy 
inward agitations*— Lord Fitz-Owen firft 
broke filence.— I hope, faid he, I fee my bro- 
ther better than I expe&ed — -Lord Lovel bit 
his fingers, he pulled the bed-clothes, he feem- 
ed almoft diftrafted 5 at length he broke out 
—I owe no thanks to thofe who fent for my 
relations ! Sir Philip Harclay, you have ufed 
ungeneroufly the advantage you have gained 
over me ! you fpared my life, only to take a- 
way my reputation. You have expofed me to 
ftrangers ; and what is worfe, to my deareft 
friends : when I lay in a irate of danger, you 
obliged me to fay any thing, and now you 
take advantage of it, to ruin me in my friend* 

affe&ion: 
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affe&ion : But, if I recover, you may re- 
pent it. 

SirPhilipthen came forward. — My Lords, 
I {hall take no notice of what this unhappy 
man has juft now faid; I fhall appeal to you, 
as to the honourable witneffes of all that ha*. 
pafTed: You fee it was no more than necef- 
fery. I appeal to you for the motives of my 
treatment of him, before, at, and after our 
meeting. I did not take his life,, as I might 
have done j I wifhed him to repent of his 
fins, and to make reft i tut ion of what he un~ 
juftly poffeffes. I was called out to do an aft 
of jufticej I had taken the heir of Lovel 
under my proteftion, my chief view was to 
fee juftice done to him j wh%t regarded thlsf 
man was but a fecondary motive. This was 
my end, and I will never, never lofe fight 
of it. 

Lord Lovel feemed almoft choked with 
paflion> to fee every one giving fome mark 
of approbation and refpe:* to Sir Philip. .He 
called out,-* »I demand to know who is this 
pretended heir, whom he brings out to claim 
niy title and fortune?— My noble auditors, 
faid Sir Philip, I (hall appeal to your judg- 
ment, in regard t© the proofs of my ward's 

birth 
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1 and family; every circumftance (halt be 

before you, and you (ball decide upon 
1. 

jere is a young man, (uppofed the fon of a 
int, who, by a train of circumftancea 
could not have happened, by human con- 
mce, difcovers not only who were his 

parents, but. that they came to untimely 
hs. He even difcovers the. different places, 
re their bones are buried, both out of con- 
ited ground, and appeals to their afhes foe 
;ruth of his pretenfions. He has alfo liv- 
proofs to offer, that will conyince the 
: incredulous. I have deferred entering 
particulars). till the arrival of ,Barcn Fita.- 
in; I know his noble heart and honour- 
character, from one that has long been an. 
stitnefs of his gpodnefs; fuch is the opi- 

i have of his juftice, that I willl accept 
as one of the judges in his brother's caufe* 
i my ward will bring our proofs before 

and the compaay here prefent; in the 
fe of thenv it will appear that he is the 
qualified of any to judge of them, be- 
1 he can afcertain many of the fa&s we 

have occaiion to mention; I will reft 

:aufe upoa their decjficun. 

Lord 
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Lord Graham applauded Sir Philip's appeal* 
affirming his own -impartiality, and calling 
upon Lord Clifford and his fon, and alfo hid 
own nephews who were prefent* Lord Clif- 
ford faid, Sir Philip offers fairly, and like 
himfelf ; there can be no place nor peribns 
more impartial than the prefent, and I prefume 
the Lord Lovel can have no obje&ion* — No 
objection! anfwered he; what, to be tried 
like a criminal, to have judges apppointed over 
riie, to decide upon my right to my own eftate 
and title ? I will not fubmit to fuch a }urif~ 
diction l—^Then, faid Sir Philip, you had ra- 
ttier be tried by the laws of the land, and 
have them pronounce fentence upon youfc 
Take your choice, Sir; if you refufe the one, 
you fh?Jl be certain of the other. Lord Clifc 
ford then faid,— You will allow Lord Lovel 
to ctfnfider of the propofal; he will confute 
his friends, and be determined by their advice. 
Lord Fitz-Owen faid,— I am very much fiir-* 
prifed at what I have heard. I fhould be glad 
fb know all that Sir Philip Harclay has to fey 
for his ward, that 1 may judge what my bro^ 
ther has to hope or fear ; 1 will then give my 
beft advice, or offer my mediation, as he may 
ftand in need of them.— You fey well, replied 

Lord 
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Lord Graham ; and pray let us come direfily 
to the point: Sir Philip, you will introduce 
jour ward to this company, and enter upon 
your proofs. 

Sir Philip bowed to the company ; he went 
out and brought in Edmund, encouraging him 
by the way ; he prefented htm to Baron Fitz- 
Owen, who looked very ferious — Edmund 
Twyfordi faid he, are you the heir of the 
houfe of Lovel ? — I am, my Lord, faid Ed-r 
round, bowing to the ground; the proofs will 
appear; but I am, at the fame time, the 
mod humble and grateful of all your fer~ 
fonts, and the fervant of your virtues. Sir 
Robert rofe up, and was going to leave the 
room. — Son Robert, ftay> faid the Baron : If 
there is any fraud, you will be pleafed to de- 
tfe& it, and if all that is affirmed be true, you' 
will not (hut ydur eyes againft the light ; you* 
are concerned in this bufinefs : hear it in 
filence, and let reafon be arbiter in your 
caufe. He bowed to his father, bit his lip,' 
and retired to the window. William nodded 
to Edmund, and was filent. All the com- 
pany had their eyes fixed on the young man, 
who flood in the midft, cafting down his eyes 
With modeft refpeft to the audience : while- 

bit 
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Sir Philip related all the material circum— 
fiances of his life, the wonderful gradatiott 
by which he came to the knowledge of his 
birth, the adventures of the haunted apart- 
ment, the difcovery of the fatal ciofet, and" 
the preemptive proofs that Lord Lovel was 
buried there. At this part of his narration, 
Lord Fitz-Owen interupted him — Where 
is this ciofet you talk of? for I and my fons 
went over the apartment fince Edmund's de- 
parture, and found no fuch place as you de- 
fcribe.. — My Lord, faid Edmund, I can ac- 
count for it : the door is covered with tape- 
ftry, the fame as the room, and you might 
eafily overlook it i but I have a witnefs here* 
faid he, and putting his hand into, his bofom> 
he drew out the key- If this is not the key 
of that ciofet, let me be deemed an impoftor* 
and all I fay a falfehood ; I will rifk my pre* 
tenfions upon this proof. 

And for what purpofe did you take it away? 
(aid the Baron.— To prevent any perfon from 
going into it, replied Edmund j I have vowei 
to keep it till I fball open that; ciofet before 
witneffes appointed for that purpofe. — Pro- 
ceed, Sir, faid the Baron Fitz-Owen^— Sir 
Philip then related the converfatioa between. 

Edmund 
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E&nnnd and Margery Twyford, tii$ fup- 
pofed mother.— Lord Fitz-Owen feemed in 
the utmonV furprife : He exclaimed,— Can this 
be true ? ftrange difcovery ! unfortunate child! 
^-Edmund's tears bore witnefs to his vera- 
city ; he was obliged to hide his face, he lifted 
up his clafped hands to heaven, and was in 
great emotions during all this part of the 
relation; while Lord Lovel groaned, and 
feemed in great agitation. 

Sir Philip then addreffed himfelf to Lord 
Fitz-Owen. ' My Lord, there was another 
perfon prefent at the conversation between 
Edmund and his fofter-mother, who can wit- 
hefs to all that pafledj perhaps your Lord- 
fhip can tell who that was ? — It was father 
Ofwald, replied the Baron ; I will remember 
that he went with him at his requeft; let him 
be called in. He was fent for, and came im«» 
mediately. The Baron defired him to relate 
all that pafled between Edmund and his 
mother. 

* Ofwald then began. Since I am now pro- 
perly called upon to teftify what I know con- 
cerning this young man, I wi'd ipeak the 
truth, without fear or favour of any one; 
and I will fwear by the rules of my holy 
1 order, 
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order, to the trutlvof what I (hall relate. He 
then gave a particular account of all that 
, paired on that occafion, and mentioned the 
tokens found on both the infant and his mo* 
ther. — Where are thofe tokens to be feen ? 
laid the Lord Clifford.— I have them here, 
my Lord, faid Edmund, and I keep them as 
my greateft treafures. He then produced 
them before all the company.— There is no 
appearance of any fraud or collufion, faid 
Lord Graham ; if any man thinks he fees 
any, let him (peak.— Pray, my Lord, fuffer 
me to (peak a word, (aid Sir Robert. Do you 
remember that I hinted my fufpicions con- 
cerning father Ofwald, the night our khif- 
men lay in the eaft apartment?— I do, faid 
the Baron. — Well, Sir, now appears that he 
did know more than he would tell us ; you 
find he is very deep in all Edmund's fecrets, 
and you may judge what were his motives for 
undertaking this journey.— I obferve what 
you fay, anfwered his father, but let us hear 
all that Ofwald has to fay : I will be as im- 
partial as poffible.— My Lord, returned Of- 
wald, I beg you alfo to recollect what I faid, 
on the night your fon fpeaks of, concerning 
fecrecy in certain matters.— I remember that 

alfo, 
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$0, faid the Baron; but proceed — My 
lord, continued Ofwald, I knew more than 
I thought myfelf at liberty to difclofe at tha$ 
time; but I will now tell you every thing. 
Iiaw there was fomething more than common 
in the accidents that befell this young man, 
and in his being called out to fleep in the 
eaft apartment j I earneftly defired him to let 
me be with him on the fccond night, tp 
which he corifented relu&antly; we heard a 
great noife in the rooms underneath, we went 
down ftairs together; I (aw him open die 
fatal clofet, I heard groans that pierced me 
to the heart, I kneeled down and prayed for 
the repofe of the fpirit departed; I found a 
feal, with the arms of Lovel engraven upon 
it, which I gave to Edmund, and he now has 
it in his poffefiion; He enjoined me to keep 
fecret what I had feen and heard, till the 
time fhould come to declare it. I conceived 
that I was called to be a witness of thefe 
things ; befides, my curiofity was excited to 
know the event ; I, therefore, defired to be 
prefent at the interview betwen him and his 
mother, which was affe&ing beyond exprefr 
fion : I heard what I have now declared as 
nearly as my memory perpits me. 1 hope 

no 
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no impartial perfbri wHf blame me for arty part 
of my conduft ; but if they mould, I do not re- 
cent it: If I fhoukl forfeit the favour of the 
rich and great, I&all have acquitted myfelfto 
God and my confcience. I have no woj-lcfly 
ends to anfwer ; I plead the caufe of the injured 
orphan; and I think, alfo, that I fecond the 
defigns of Providence — You have well fpokeri, 
father, faid the Lord Clifford ; your teftimony 
is indeed of confequence. 

It is amazing and convincing, faid Lord 
Graham; and the whole ftory is fo well con- 
ficfted,thatl can fee nothing to make us doubt 
the truth of it ; But let us examine the proofs. 
Edmund gave into their hands the necklace 
and ear-rings Vhe fhewed them the locket 
with the cypher of Lovel, and the feal with 
the arms;' he told them the cloak in which 
he was wrapped was in the cuftody of his 
fofter-mother, who would produce it on de- 
mand. He begged that fome proper perfons 
might be commiflioned to go with him to ex- 
amine whether or no the bodies of his parents 
were buried Where he affirmed ; adding, that 
Tie put his pretenfions into their hands with 
pleafure, relying entirely upon their honour 
andjuftice. * 

During 
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During this interefting fcene, the criminal 
covered his face, and was filent, but he fent 
forth bitter fighs and groans that denoted the 
anguifh of his heart. At length, Lord Gra- 
ham in companion to him, propofed that they 
fhould retire andconfider of the proofs j add* 
iig, Lord Love) muft hetds be fatigued ; we 
will refume the fubje<9: in his prefence, when 
he is difpofed to receive us. Sir Philip Har- 
clay approached the bed : Sir, faid he, I now 
leave you in the hands of your own relations ; 
they are men of ftrift honour, and I confide 
in them to take care of you, and of your con- 
cerns. They then went out of the room, 
leaving only the Lord Fita>Owen and his fons 
with the criminal. They difcourfed of the 
wonderful ftory of Edmund's birth, and the 
principal events of his life. 

After dinner, Sir Philip requefted another 
conference with the Lords, and their principal 
friends. There were prefent alfo, father Of- 
wald, and Lord Graham's confeflbr, who had 
taken the Lord Lovel's confeffion, Edmund, 
and Zadifky. Now, gentlemen, faid Sir Phi- 
lip, I defire to know your opinion of our 
proofs, and your advice upon them. 

Lord Graham replied, I am defired to fpealc 

for the reft : We think there are ftrong pre- 

K fumptive 
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fumptive proofs that this young man is the true 
heir of Lovel ; but they ought to be confirmed 
and authenticated* Of the murder of the late 
Lord there is no doubt ; the criminal hath con- 
feffed it, and the circumftances confirm it; the 
proofs of his crime are fo conneded with thofe 
of the young man's birth, that one cannot be 
public without the other. We are defirous to 
do juftice ; and yet are unwilling, for the Lord 
Fi tz-O wen's fake, to bring the criminal to pub- 
lic fhame and punifhment. We wifh to find 
out a medium; we therefore defire Sir Philip 
to make propofals for his ward, and let Lord 
Fitz-Owen anfwer for himfelf and his brother, 
and we will be moderators between them. Here 
every one exprefleji approbation, and called 
upon Sir Philip to make his demands. 

If, faid he, I were to demand ftri£t juftice, 
I fhould not be fattsfied with any thing lefs 
than the life of the criminal ; but I am a 
Chriftian foldier, the difciple of him who came 
into the world to fave Tinners : for his fake, 
continued he (croffing himfelf) I forego my re- 
venge, I fpare the guilty : If Heaven gives 
him time for repentance, man fhould not deny 
it. It is my ward's particular requeft, that 
I will not bring fhame upon the hoi^e of his 

benefa&or, 
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tiefa&or, the Lord Fitz-Owen, for whom 
hath a filial affe^ion and profound venera- 
n. My propofals are tbefe: Firft, that 
i criminal make reftitution of the title and 
ite, obtained with fo much injuftice and 
eky, to the lawful heir, whom he (hall ac- 
)wledge fuch before proper witneffes. Sc- 
idly, that he fhall furrender his own lawful 
eritance and perfonal eftate into the hands 
the Lord Fitz-Owen, in truft for his fons, 
o are his heirs of blood. Thirdly, that he 
U retire into a religious houfe, or elfq quit 
\ kingdom in three months time ; and, in 
tier cafe, thofe who enjoy his fortune fhall 
jw him a decent annuity, that he may not 
,nt the comforts of life. By the laft, I dif- 
ehim from the means of doing further 
fchief, and enable him to devote the re- 
minder of his days to penitence. Thefe are 
f propofals, and I give him four- and-twenty 
urs to confider of them j if he refufes to 
mply with them, I fhall be obliged to pro- 
ed to feverer meafures, and to a public profe- 
ition : But the goodneis of the Lord Fitz- 
wen bids me expedt, from bis influence 
ith his brother, a compliance with propofols . 
ade out of refpe& to his honourable cha- 
ncer. 

K z Lord 
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Lord Graham applauded the humanity, pru- 
dence, and piety of Sir Philip's proposals. He 
enforced them with all his influence and elo- 
quence. Lord Clifford feconded him ; and the 
reft gave tokens of approbation. Sir Robert 
Fitz-Owen then rofe up— I beg leave to ob- 
serve to the company, who are going to difpofe 
Jo generoufly of another man's property, that 
my father purchased the caftle and eftate of 
the houfe of Lovel : Who is to repay him 
the money for it ? 

Sir Philip then faid* I have alio a queftkm 
to afk. Who is to pay the arrears of my 
ward's eftate, which he has unjuftly been kept 
out of thefe one-and-twenty years ? Let Lord 
Clifford anfwer to both points, for he is not 
interefted in either. — Lord Clifford fmiled— 
I think, returned he, the firft queftipn is an- 
fwered by the fecond, and that the parties con- 
cerned fhould fet one againft die ot{ier, efpe- 
cially as Lord Fitz-Owen's children will in- 
herit the fortune, which includes the purchafe- 
money. Lord Graham faid, This determi- 
nation is both equitable and generous, and I 
hope will anfwer the expectations on all fides. 
— 1 have another proposal to make to my Lord 

Fits- 
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Fitz-Owen, laid Sir Philip; but I firft watt 
for the acceptance of thofe already made.— 
Lord Fitz-Owen replied, I fliall report them 
to my brother, and acquaint the company 
with his refolution to-morrow. 

They then feparated ; and the Baron v with 
hisfons, returned to the ficlc man's chambers 
there he exhorted his brother, with the piety 
of a confeflbr y to repent of his fins, and make 
atonement for them. He made known Sir 
Philip's propofals, and obferved on the won- 
derful difcovery of his crime,, and the punifh- 
ment that followed it. Your repentance, 
continued he, may be accepted, and your 
crime may yet be pardoned : If you continue 
refractory, and refufe to make atonement,, 
you will draw down upon you a fcverer pu- 
nifhment. The criminal would not confefs, 
and yet could not deny, the truth and juftice 
©f his obfervations- The Baron fpent feveral 
hours in his brother's chamber ; he fent for a 
prieft, who took his confeffion ; and they both 
fat up with him all night, advifing, perfuad- 
ing, and exhorting him to do juftice, and to 
comply with the propofals. He was unwil- 
ling to give up the world, and yet more fo to 
K 3. become. 
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become the objeft of public fhame, difgrace, 
and punifliment. 

The next day Lord Fitz-Owen fummoned 
the company into his brother's chamber, and 
there declared, in his name; that he acceptid 
Sir Philip Harclay's propofals; that, if the 
young man could, as he promifed, direft them 
to the places where his parents were buried, 
and if his birth fhould be authenticated by his 
fofter-parents, he fliould be acknowledged the 
heir of the houfe of Lovel. That, to be cer- 
tified of thefe thmgs, they muft commiflion 
proper perfons to go with him for this pur- 
pofej and, in cafe the truth fliould be made 
plain, they fliould immediately put him in 
poffeflion of the caftle and eftate, in the ftate 
it was. He defired Lord Graham and Lord 
Clifford to chufe the commiffioners, and gave 
Sir Philip and Edmund a right to add to them, 
each, another perfon. 

Lord Graham named the eldeftfonof Lord 
Clifford ; and the other, in return, named his 
nephew; they alfo chofe the prieft, Lord 
Graham's confeffor, and the eldefl fon of Ba- 
ron Fitz-Owen, to his great mortification. 
Sir William appointed Mr. William Fitz- 
Owen, 
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Owen, and Edmund named father Ofwald; 
they chofe out the fervants to attend them, 
who were alfo to be witneffes of all that 
fhould pafs. Lord Clifford propofed to Ba- 
ron Fitz-Owen, that, as foon as the commif- 
fioners were fet out, the remainder of the 
. company fhould adjourn to his feat in Cum- 
berland, whither Lord Graham fhould be in- 
vited to accompany them, and to ftay till this 
affoir was decided. After fome debate > this 
was agreed to; and, at the fame time, that 
the criminal fhould be kept with them till 
every thing was properly fettled. 

Lord Fitz-Owen gave his fon William the 
charge to receive and entertain the commif- 
fioners at the caftle : But, before they fet out, 
Sir Philip had a conference with Lord Fitz- 
Owen, concerning the furrender of the Caftle ; 
in which he infiftedon the furniture and flock 
of the farm, in coniideration of the arrears. 
Lord Fitz-Owen flightly mentioned the young 
man's education and expences. Sir Philip 
anfwered, you are right, my Lord, I had 
not thought of this point j we owe you y 
in this refpecT:, more than we can ever repay : 
K4 But 
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But you know not half the refpeft and affec- 
tion Edmund bears for you. When reftitu^ 
tion of his title and fortune are fully made, his 
happinefs will (till depend on you. How on 
me ? faid the Baron. — Why, he will not be 
happy unlefe you honour him with your no- 
tice and efteem ; but this is not all, I niuft hope 
that you will ftill do more for him.— Indeed^ 
faid the Baron, he has put my regard for him 
to a fevcrc proof; ^hat further can he exr 
peft from me ?— My dear Lord> be not of- 
fended, I have only one more pro, ofal to make 
to \ ou ; if you refufe it, I can allow for you ; 
and I confefs it requires a greatnefs of mind, 
but not more than you poffefs, to grant 
it.— Well, Sir, fpeak your demand.— Say ra- 
ther my requeft ; it k this cafe: Ceafe to 
lookx upon Edmund as the enemy of your 
houfe ; look upon him as a fon> and make 
him fo indeed.— How fay you, Sir. Philip ? my 
fon ! — Yes, my I ord, give him your daugh- 
ter : He is already your fon in filial affe&ion ;, 
your fon William and he are fworn brothers;., 
what remains but to make him yours ? He - 
deferves fuch a parent, you fuch a fon ; and 

you. 
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you will, by this means, ingraft into your fa- 
mil/, the name, title* and eftate of Lovely 
which will be entailed on your pofterity for 
*Y?W This offer /equires much confido-ation* 
i^tyrned the Baron,— Suffer me to fuggeft fome- 
hints to you, faid Sir Philip. This match is* 
I think, verily pointed out by Providence^, 
whiqh hath conducted the dear boy through. 
fa many dangers, and brought him within, 
view of his happibefs; look en him as th* 
precious relic of a noble houfe, the fon of my 
dearejfl: friend 1 Of look on him as my fon and 
heir, arid let me, as his father, imploreyou to- 
confent to his marriage with your daughter- 
The Baron's heart was touched, he turned* 
away his face.— Oh, Sir Philip Barclay^ 
what a friend are you ! why flxould iuch a 
man be our, $£emy? — —.My Lord, Aid Sir 
Philip, we are not, cannot be enemies; our- 
hearts axe already allied ; and lam certain we 
(hall one day be dear friends. The Baron 
(upprefied his emotions, but Sir Philip few 
into his heart. I muit confult my eldeft fon*, 
returned he^-Then, replied Sir Philip^ J 
forefee much difficulty; he is .prejudiced 
againft Edmund, and thinks the reftitution of 
Jus inheritance an injury to your family: 
K 5 Hereafter* 
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Hereafter he will fee this alliance in a different 
light, and will rejoice that fuch a brother is 
added to the family; but, at prefent, he 
will fct his face againft it. However* we 
will not defpair; virtue and refolution will 
furmount all obftacles. Let me call in young 
Lovel. 

He brought Edmund to the Baron, and ac- 
quainted him with the propofal he had been 
making in his name, my Lord's anfwers, and 
the objections he feared on die part of Sir 
Robert. Edmund kneeled to the Baron ; he 
took his hand and pre/Ted it to his lips. Beft 
of men f of parents ! of patrons ! faid he, I 
will ever be your fon in filial affedion, whe- 
ther I have the honour to be legally fo or 
not j not one of your own children can feel a 
ftronger fenfe of love and duty.— Tefl me, 
laid the Baron, do you love my daughter ?— 
1 d<t my Lord, with the moft ardent affec- 
tion; I never loved any woman but her; 
and, if I am fo unfortunate as to be refufed 
her, I Will not marry at alk Oh, my Lord, 
rejefl not my honeft fuit ! Your alliance will 
give me confequence with myfelf, it will ex- 
cite me to ad worthyof the ftatien to which 

lam 
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Jam exalted j if you refufe me, I {hall feem 
an abjeft wretch, difdained by thofe whom 
my heart claims relation to : Your family are 
the whole world to me. Give me your lovely 
daughter ! give me alio your fon, my beloved 
William j and let me (hare with them the for- 
tune Providence beftows upon me ; but what 
i$ title or fortune, if I am deprived of the fo~ 
ciety of thofe I love ? ■ 

Edmund, faid the Baron, you have a noble 
friend ; but you have a ftronger in my hearty 
which I think was implanted there by Heaven 
to aid its own purpoles : I feel a variety of 
emotions of different kinds, and am afraid to- 
truft my own heart with you* B ut anfwer me 
a qu eft ion ; Arc you affured of my daughter's* 
confent ? Have you folicited her favour ? have 
you gained her affections ? — Never, my Lord I 
I am incapable of fo bafe an adtion : I have 
loved her at an humble diftance ; but, in my 
fituation, I fhould have thought it a violation 
f>f all the laws, of gratitude and hofpitality to 
have prefumed to fpeak the fentiments of mjr 
heart. — Then you have a&ed with unques- 
tionable honour on this, and I muft fay, on, 
all other occafions.— Your approbation, my 
K6 ' Lwd, 
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Lord, is the firft wifh of my life ; it is the feat 
of my honour and happinefs. 

Sir Philip finiled: My Lord Fitz-Owen, I 
am jealous of Edmund's preferable regard for 
you ; it is juft the fame now as formerly. Ed^ 
mund came to Sir Philip, he threw himfelf into 
his arms, he wept, he was ovepowered with 
the feelings of his heart 5 he prayed to Heaven 
to ftrengthen his mind to fupport his inex- 
preffible fenfations. I am overwhelmed with 
obligation ! faid he; oh, beft of friends, teach 
me, like you, to make my aftions fpeak for 
me ! — Enough, Edmund, I know your heart, 
and that is my fecurity. My Lord, fpeak to 
him, and bring him to himfelf, by behaving 
coldly to him, if you can. The Baron faid, 
I muft not truft mjrfelf with you, you make a 
child of me ! 1 will only add, Gain my fon 
Robert's favour, and be affiired of mine 1 I 
owe fome refpeft to the heir of my family; he 
is brave, honeft, and fincere ; your enemies 
are feparated from him, you have William's 
influence in your behalf; make one effort, 
arid let me know the refult. Edmund krffed 
his hand in tranfports of joy and gratitude.— 
I will not lofe a moment, faid he ; I fly to 
obey your commands, 

Edmund 
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Edmund went immediately to bis friend 
William, and related all. that had patted be- 
tween the Baron, Sir Philip, and himfelf- 
William promifed him his intereft in the 
warmeft manner: he recapitulated all that 
had paffed in the Cattle fince his departure £ 
kit he guarded his fitter's delicacy, till it 
ihotild be refolved to give way to his addrefi*. 
They both consulted young Clifford* wha 
bad conceived an affe&ion to Edmund for hi* 
amiable qualities, and to William for bis 
generous friendship for him- He promifed 
them his ai&ttance, as Sir Robert feemed de- 
firous to cultivate bis friendship. Accord- 
ingly^ they both attacked him with the whole 
artillery of friendihip and perfuafiori. Clifford 
urged the merits of Edmund,, and the advan- 
tages of his alliance ; William enforced his 
arguments by a retroiped of Edmund's pad 
life -, and ohfer ved, that every obftacle thrown 
in his way had brought his enemies to fhame, 
and increafe of honour to himfelfl— I lay no s 
thing, continued he* of his noble qualities 
and affe&ionate heart* thofe who' have been 
fo many yean his companions, pan want no 
proofs of it* We know your attachment to 
him. Sir, Jaid Sir Roberts and, in confer 

quence* 
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quence, your partiality. — Nay, replied Wil- 
liam, you are fenfible of the truth of my 
affertions ; and) I am confident, would have 
loved him yourfelf, but for the infatuations 
of his enemies : but if he fhould make good 
his affertions, even you muft be convinced of 
his veracity.— And you would have my father 
give him your fifter upon this uncertainty ?— ■ 
No, Sir, but upon thefe conditions.— But 
(uppofe he does not make them good ? — Then 
I will be of your party, and give up his inte- 
rcft.— Very well, Sir; my father may do as 
he pleafes ; but I cannot agree to give my 
fifter to one who has always ftood in the way 
of our family, and now turns us out of our 
own houfe. 

I am forry, brother, you fee^is pretenfions* 
in fo wrong a light ; but if you think there 
is any impofture in the cafe, go with us, and 
be a witnefe of all that paffes.— No, not I; 
if Edmund is to be matter of the Caftle, I 
will never more fet my foot in it.-* This 
matter, faid Mr. Clifford, muft be left to 
time, which has brought Granger things ta 
pafs. Sir Robert's honour and good fenfe 
will enable him to fubdue his prejudices, and 
to judge impartially. They took leave, and 
Went to make preparations for their journey. 

Edmund 
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Edmund made his report of Sir Robert's 
inflexibility to "his father, in prefence of Sir 
Philip; who, again, ventured to urge the 
Baron on his favourite fukjeA.— It becomes 
me to wait for the further proofs, faid he ; 
but, if they are as clear as I expedfc, I will 
not be inexorable to your wifhe§ : fay no* 
thing more on this fubjeft till the return of 
the commiflioners. They were profufe in 
their acknowledgments of his goodnef?. 

Edmund took a tender leave of his two 
paternal friends : — When, faid he, I take 
pofleflion of my inheritance, I muft hope for 
the company of you both to complete my bap- 
pinefs.— Of me, laid Sir Philip* you may be 
certain; and, as far as my influence reaches^ 
©f the Baron/— He was filent. Edmund af- 
Fured them of his conftant prayer* for their 
happinefs. 

Soon after, the commiflioners, with Ed* 
mund, fet out for Lovel Caftle ; and the fol- 
lowing day the Lord Clifford fet out for hit 
own houfe, with Baron Fitz-Owen and his 
fon. The nominal Baron was carried with 
them; very much againft his will. Sir Philip 
Harclay was invited to go with them by 
Lord Clifford, who declared his prefence ne- 

ceflary 



no THE OLD ENGLISH JBARON: 

tcflary to bring things to a conclusion. They 
all joined in acknowledging their obligation* 
to Lord Graham's generous. ho(pitality, and 
befought him to accompany them; at length, 
he contented, on condition- they would allow 
him to go to and fro* as his duty fhould call 
Jum~ 

Lord Clifford received them with the 
greateft hofpitality r and prefented them to his 
Lady, and three daughters,, who were in the 
bloom of youth and beauty. They fpent 
their time very pleafandy, excepting the cri- 
minal, who continued gloomy and referred,* 
and declined company. 

In the mean time, the commiffioners pro- 
ceeded on their journey. When they were 
within a days diftance from the Caftle,, Mr.. 
William and bis fervant put forward, and ar- 
rived feveral hours before the reft,, to make 
preparations for their reception. His After 
and brother received them with open arms,* 
and inquired eagerly after the event of the 
journey to the North. He gave them a brief 
account of every thing that had happened to 
their uncle;, adding) but this is not all : Sir 
Philip Harclay has brought a young man who' 
he pretends is the fon of the late Lord Love],, 

and 
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■ and claim* his eftatc and title. This perfon is 
1 on his journey hither, with feveral others wh» 
r areoommiiTioned to inquire into certain par- 
ticulars, to confirm his pretenfions :— If he 
make good his claim, my father will furrender 
the Caftle and cftate into, his hands.— Sir 
Philip and my Lord have many points to- 
fettle; and he has propofed a compromife* 
that you, my filter, ought to know, becaufe it 
nearly concerns you* — Me ! brother William *. 
pray explain yourfelf.— Why, he propofes 
that, in lieu of arrears and other expe&a* 
tions, my father fhall give his dear Emma ta 
the heir of Lovel, in full of all demands.-?? 
She changed colour :— Holy Mary I. (aid file ;, 
and does my rather agree to his proposal ?— 
He is not very averfe to it ^ but Sir Robert 
refutes his content : However, I have giver* 
him my intereft with you. — Have you indeed I 
What ? a ftranger, perhaps an impoftor,. who 
comes to turn us out of our dwelling f — 
Have patience* my Emma ! fee this young, 
man without prejudice, and perhaps you will 
like him as well as I do. — I am furprifed at 
you, William !— Dear Emma, I cannot bear 
to fee you uneafy. Think of the man who 
of all others you. would wifh to fee in a fitu- 

ation 
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ation to aflc you of your father, and expe&i 
fee your wifhes realized. — Impoffible ! 
fhe !— Nothing is impoffible* my dear ; let i 
be prudent and all will end happily. Yc 
muft help me to receive and entertain thefe? 
commiifioners* I expe& a very felemn fcened 
but when that is once got over, happier hours 
than the paft will fucceed. We fhall firft • 
vifit the haunted apartment ; you, my After, 
will keep in your own till I fhall fend for 
you. I go now to give orders to the fervants. 
He went and ordered them to be in waiting ^ 
and himfelf and his youngeft brother, flood 
in readwefs to receive them. 
: The found of the horn announced the ar- 
rival of the commiffioners ; at the fame in- 
fant a fudden guft of wind arofe, and the 
outward gates flew open. They entered the 
court-yard, and the great folding-doors into 
the hall were opened without any affiftance. 
The moment Edmund entered the hall, every 
door in the houfe flew open ; the fervants all 
rufhed into the hall* and fear was written on 
their, countenances i Jofeph only was un- 
daunted.— Thefe doors, faid he, open of their 
own accord to receive their matter ! this is he 
indeed ! Edmund was fbon apprifed of what 

had 
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^ happened.— I accept the omen ! (aid he. 
Gentlemen, let us go forward to the apart- 
ment ! let us* finifh the work of fete ! I will 
Jead the way. He went on to the apartment, 
followed by all prefent. — Open the fh utters, 
feid he, the day-light fhall no longer be ex- 
cluded here; the deeds of darknefs fhall now 
s be brought to light. 

They defcended the ftaircafe ; every door 
Was open, till they came to the fatal clofet. 
Edmund called to Mr. William :— Approach, 
ir.y friend, and behold the door your family 
overlooked ! They came forward 5 he drew 
the key oat of his bofom, and unlocked the 
door; he made them obftrve that the boards 
were all loofe 5 he then called to the fervants, 
and bid them remove every thing out of the 
clofet. While they were doing this, Edmund 
(hewed them the breaft-plate all ftained with 
blood ; he then callecr to Jofeph :— Do you 
know whofe was this fuit of armour ? — It was 
my Lord's, faid Jofeph ; the late Lord Love!; 
I have feen him wear it. 

Edmund bade them bring fhovete aad re- 
move the earth. While they were gone, he 
defired Ofwald to repeat all that paffed the 
night they fat up together in that apartment, 

which, 



% H THE OLD ENGLISH BAROTvr 

which he did till the fervants returned- Theyr I 
threw out the earth, while the by-ftanders in 
folemnfilence waited the event- After fome 
time and labour they ftruck againft fomething- 
They proceeded till they difcovered a large 
trunk, which with fome difficulty, they drew 
put. It had been corded reund y but the 
cords were rotted to duft. They opened it^ 
and found a fkeleton which appeared to have 
been tied neck and heels together, and forced 
into the trunk. — Behold, faid Edmund, the 
bones of him to whom I owe my birth ! The 
prieft from Lord Graham's advanced^— This 
is undoubtedly the body of the Lord Lovel ; I 
heard his kinfman confefs the manner in 
which he was interred- Let this awfid Ipec-r 
tacle be a leffon to all prefent, that though 
wickednefs may triumph for a ieafon, a day > 
ef retribution will come !. Ofwald exclaimed,, 
—Behold -the day of retribution ! of triumph 
to the innocent, of ihame and confuilon to 
the wicked. 

The young gentlemen declared that Ed- 
mund had made good his affertions; what 
then, faid they,, remains? I propofe, faid 
Lord Graham's prieft, that an account be. 
written of this djfcovery, and figned by all 
; . . the 
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the wttnefles prcfcnt ; that an attcfted copy be 
left in the hands of this gentleman, and the 
original be Tent to the Barons and Sir Philip 
Harclay, to convince them of the truth of it. 
Mr. Clifford then defired Edmund to .pro- 
ceed in his own way.— The firft thing I pro- 
pofe to do, faid he, is to have a coffin mack 
for thefe honoured remains ; I trttft to find 
the bones of my other parent, and to inter 
them all together in confecrated ground. Un- 
fortunate pair ! you (hall at laft reft together ! 
your fon fhall pay the laft duties to your 
afhcs ! He flopped to fhed tears, and none 
prefent but paid this tribute to their misfor- 
tunes. Edmund recovered his voice and pro- 
ceeded—My next requeft is, that father Os- 
wald and this reverend father, with whoever 
elfe the gentlemen fhall appoint, will fend for 
Andrew and Margery Twyford, and examine 
them concerning the circumftances of my 
birth, and the death and burial of my un- 
fortunate mother.— It fhall be done, (aid Mr. 
William ; but firft let me entreat you to come 
with me and take fome refrefhment after your 
journey, for you muft be fatigued: after 
dinner we will proceed in the inquiry. 

I They 
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They all followed him into the great hall, 
where they were entertained with great hofpi- 
tality, and Mr. William did the honours in 
his father's name. Edmund's heart was deep- 
ly affe&ed, and the folemnity of his deport- 
ment bore witnefs to his fincerity ; but it was 
a m$nly forrow, that did not make him 
negleft his duty to his friends or himfelf. He 
inquired after the health of die Lady Emma. 
— - She is well, faid William, and as much 
your friend as even Edmund bowed in 
filence. 

After dinner the commiilioners fent for 
Andrew and his wife. They examined them 
feparateljv and found their accounts agreed 
together and were in fubftance the fame as 
Ofwald and Edmund had before related, fe- 
parately alfo. The commiffioners obferved, 
that there could be no conclusion between 
them, and that the proofs were indifputable. 
They kept the fofter parents all night j and the 
next day Andrew dire&ed them to the place 
where the Lady Lovei was buried, between 
two trees which he had marked for a memo- 
rial. They colle£ted the bones and carried 
them to the caftle, where Edmund caufed a 
flately coffin to be made for the remains of 

the 
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the unfortunate pair. The two priefts ob- 
tained leave to look in the coffin buried in 
the church, and found nothing but ftones 
and earth in it. The commifioners then 
declared they were fully fatisfied of the reality 
of Edmund's pretentions^ 

The two priefts were employed in drawing 
up a circumftantial account of thefe difcoverics* 
in order to make their report to the Barons at 
their return. In the mean time Mr. William 
took an opportunity to introduce Edmund to 
his lifter.— My Emma, faid he, the heir of 
Lovel is defirous to pay his refpe&s to you. 
They were both in apparent confufion; but 
Edmund's wore off, and Emma's increafed,— I 
have been long defirous, faid he, to pay my 
reipe&s to the Lady whom I moft honour, 
but unavoidable duties have detained me; 
when thefe are fully paid, it is my wifli to 
devote the remainder of my life to Lady Em- 
ma J — 'Are you, then, the heir of Lovel ?— 
I am, Madam; and am alio the man in 
whofe behalf I once prefumed to fpeak.— 
'Tis very ftrange indeed ! — It is fo, Madam, 
to" myfelf ; but time, that reconciles us to all 
things, will, I hope, render this change in 
my (ituation familiar to you. William faid, 

-You 
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—You art both well acquainted with the* 
withes of my heart; but my advice is, that 
you do not encourage a farther intimacy till 
my Lord's determination be fuHy known.— 
You may difpofe of me as you pleafe, faid Ed- 
mund j but I cannot help declaring my 
wi(hes; yet I -will fubmit to my Lord's (en- 
tence, though he (hould doom me to defpair. 

From this period, the young pair behaved 
with folemn refpe& to each other, but with 
apparent referve. The young Lady fome- 
times appeared in company, butoftener chofe 
to be in her own apartment, where fhe began 
to believe and hope for the completion of her 
wiflies. Tht uncertainty of the Baron-'s de- 
termination threw an air of anxiety over 
Edmund's face : his friend William, by the 
moft tender care and attention, ftrove to dif- 
pel his fears, and encourage his hopes ; but 
lie waited with impatience for the return of 
the commiffioners, and the decifion of his 
.fate; 

While thefe things pafled at the caftle Of 
Lovel, the nominal Baron recovered his health 
and ftrength at the houfe of Lord Clifford: In 
the fame proportion he grew more and more 
ihy and referved> avoided the company of his 

brother 
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brother ajad nephsw> and ifas frequently fbut 
Up with his two fervant$. Sir Robert Fitz- 

. Qwen made feveral attempts to gain his con- 
fidence, but in vain j be was equally fhy to 

- him ^s the reft. M. Zadifky obferved his 
motions with the penetration for which his 
countrymen have been diftinguifhed in all 
ages; He communicated his fufpicions to Sir 
Philip and the Barons, giving it as his opinion, 
that the criminal was meditating an efcape. 
They aflccd, what he thought was to be 
done ? Zadifky offered to watch him in turn 
N with another perfon, and to lie in wait for 
him ; he alfo propofed, that horfes fhould be 
kept in readinefs, and men to mount them, 
without knowledge of the fervice they were 
to be employed in. The Barons agreed to 
leave the whole management of this affair to 
Zadiiky. He took his meafures fo well, that 
be intercepted the three fugitives in the fields, 
adjoining to the houfe, and brought them all 
back prifoners. They confined them fept- 
rateJy, while the Lords and Gentlemen con- 
felted how to difpofe of them. 

Sir Philip allied to Lord Fitz-Owen, who 

begged leave to be filent : I have nothing, (aid 

be, to offer. iu favour of thi&bad man; and I 

L cannot 
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cannot propofe'harfher meafures with Co near ' 
a relation. Zadi&y then begged to be heard, • 
You can no longer, have any reliance upon 
the word of a man who has forfeited alt pre- 
tenfions to honour and fincerity. I have 
long wiflied to fevifit once more my native 
country, and to enquire after fome very dear 
friends I left there ; I will undertake to con- 
vey this man to a very diftant part of the 
world, where it will be out of his power to do 
, further mifchief, and free his relations from 
an ungrateful charge, unlefs you fhould ra- 
ther chufe to bring him to punifhment here. 
Lord Clifford approved of the propofal 5 Lord 
Fitz Owen remained filent, but {hewed no 
marks of difapprobation. 

Sir Philip obje&ed to parting with his 
friend j but Zadifky allured him he had par- 
ticular reafons for returning to the Holy 
Land, of which he fhould be judge hereafter. 
Sir Philip defired the Lord Fitz-Owen to give 
him his company to the criminal's apartment, 
faying, we will have one more, converfation 
with him, and that fhall decide his fate. 
They found him filent and fuilen, and he 
refufed to anfwer their queftions.— Sir Philip 
then befpoke him— After the proofs you have 

given 
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given of your falfehood and infincerity, we 
can no longer have any reliance upon you* 
nor faith in your fulfilling the conditions of 
our agreement ; I will, therefore, once more 
make you a propofal that (hall dill leave you 
indebted to our clemency. You /hall banifh 
yourfelf from England for ever, and go in 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land, with fuch com- 
panions as we fhall appoint; or, fecondly, 
you fhall enter directly into a monaftery, and 
there be fhut up for life; or thirdly, if you 
fefufe both thefe offers, I will go directly to 
Court, throw myfelf at the feet of my So- 
vereign, relate the whole ftory of your wicked 
life and a&ions, and demand vengeance on 
your head. The King is too good and pious 
to let fuch villainy go unpunifhed ; he will 
bring you to public fhame and punifliment : 
And be you aflured, if I begin this profc- 
cution, I will purfue it to the utmoft. I ap- 
peal to your worthy brother for the juftice of 
my proceeding. I reafon no more with you, 
I only declare my refolution. I wait your 
anfwer one hour, and the next I put in exe- 
cution whatever you fhall pblige me to de- 
termine. So faying, they retired, and left 
him to reflect and to refolve. At the expi • 
L 2 . ration 
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ration of the hour they fent Zadifky to re- 
ceive his anfwer; he infinuated to him the 
generofity and charity of Sir Philip and the 
Lords, and the certainty of their resolutions, 
and begged him to take care what anfwer he 
returned, for that his fate depended on it. 
He kept filent feveral minutes, refentment 
and defpair were painted on his vifagej at 
length he fpoke : 

Tell my proud enemies that I prefer ba- 
nifhment to death, infamy, or a life of foli- 
tude. You have chofen well, laid Zadifky. 
To a wife man ajl countries are alike; it 
(hall be my care to make mine agreeable to 
you. — Are you then the perfon chofen for 
my companion?— I am, bir; and you may 
judge by that circumftance, that thofe whom 
you call your enemies, are not fo in effect. 
Farewell, Sir j I go to prepare for our de- 
parture. 

Zadifky went and made his report, and 
then fet immediately about his preparations. 
He chofe two active young men for his at* 
tendants ; and gave them directions to keep a 
ftricY eye upon their charge, for that they 
ihould be accountable if he fhould efcape 
-them. 

In 



\ 



A GOTHIC STORY. *js 

In the mean time the Baron Fitz-Ower* 
had feveral conferences with his brother : he 
endeavoured to make him fenfible of his 
tfrirne*, arid of the juftice and clemency of his 
conqueror ; but he was moody and referved 
to him as to the reft. Sir Philip Harclay 
obliged him to furrender his worldly eftates 
into the hands of Lord Fite-Owcn ; A wri-> 
ting was drawn up for that purpofe, and exe- 
cuted in the prefence of them all. Lord 
Fhz*Owen engaged to allow him an annual 
Aim, and to advance money far the expences 
of hit voyage. He fpoke to him in the tnoft 
affe&ionate manner) but he refufed his em- 
brace :— You will have nothing to regret, faid 
he, haughtily * for the gain is yours. Sir 
Philip conjured Zadtiky to return to him 
again ; who anfwered,~I will either return, 
or give Aich reafons for my flay, as you fhall 
approve. I will fend a meilenger to acquaint 
you with my arrival in Syria, and with fucli 
other particulars as I (hall judge interefting 
to you and yours. In the mean time remem- 
ber me in your prayers, and preferve for me 
thofe fentiments of friendfhip and efteem, 
that I have always deemed one of the chief 
honours and bleffings of my life.— Commend 
L 3 my 
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my love and duty to your adopted fop ; he will 
more than fupply my abfence, and be the 
comfort of your old age. Adieu, belt and 
nobleft of friends I — They took a tender 
leave of each other, not without tears on both 
fides. 

The travellers fet out directly for a diftant 
iea-port, where they heard of a fhip bound for 
the Levant, in which they embarked and pro- 
ceeded on their voyage. 

The Commiffioners arrived at Lord Clif- 
ford's a few days after the departure of the 
adventurers. They gave a minute account 
of their commiffion, and exprefled themfelves 
entirely fatisfied of the juftice of Edmund's 
pretentions ; they gave an account in writing 
of all that they had been eye-witneffes' to, and 
ventured to urge the Baron Fitz-Owen on the 
fubje& of Edmund's wiflies.- The Baron was 
already difpofed in his favour y his mind was 
employed in the future eftablifliment of his 
family. During their refidence at Lord Clif- 
ford's, his eldeft fon Sir Robert had caft his 
eye upon the eldeft daughter of that noble-* 
man, and he befought his father to afkher in. 
marriage for him. The Baron was pleafed 
with the alliance, and took the firft opportu- 
nity 



A GOTHIC S?ORY. *# 

nky to, mention it to Lord Clifford; who 
anfwered him pleafantly, — I will give my 
daughter to your fon, upon condition that you 
will give yours to the heir or Lovel. The 
Baron looked ferious : Lord Clifford went on 
— I like that ) oyng man fo well, that I would 
accept him for a fon-in-law, if he aiked me 
for my daughter ; and if I have any influence 
with you, I will ufe it in his behalf. — A 
powerful folicitor indeed ! faid the Baron ; 
.but you kn6w my eldeft fon's reluctance to 
it j if he confents, fo will I. — He fhall con- 
fent, faid Lord Clifford, or he fhall have no 
daughter of mine. Let him fubdue his pre- 
judices, and then I will lay afide my fcruples. 
.—But, my Lord, replied the Baron, if I can 
.obtain his free confent,, it will be the beft for 
all : I will try once more, and if he will not,. 
i will leave it wholly to your management* 

When the noble company were all at- 
fembled, Sir Philip Harclay revived the fub- 
jecl, and befought the Lord Fitz-Owen to 
put an end to the work he had begun, by 
confirming Edmund's happinefs. The Baron 
rofe up, and thus fpoke : — The proofs of Ed- 
mund's noble birth, the ftill ftronger ones of 
his excellent endowments and qualities, the 
L 4 foiicitations 
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folicitations of fo many noble friends in his 
behalf, have altogether determined me in his 
favour ) and I hope to do juftice to his merit, 
without detriment to my other children : I am 
refolved to make them all as^ happy as my 
powcF will allow me to do. Lord Clifford 
has been fo gracious to promife his fair daugh- 
ter to my fon Robert, upon certain con- 
ditions, that I will take upon me to ratify, 
and which will render my fon worthy of the 
happinefs that awaits him. My children are 
the undoubted heirs of my unhappy brother, 
Level ; you, my fon, fhall therefore irame* 
diatdy take poflfeflion of your Uncle's houfe 
and eftate, only obliging you to pay to each 
of your younger brothers the fum of one thoir- 
fand pounds; on this condition, I will fc- 
cure that eftate to you and your heirs for eveiv 
I will, by my own ad and deed, furrender the 
caftle and eftate of Lovel to the right owner,, 
and at the fame time marry him to my daugh- 
ter. I wili fettle a proper allowance upon 
my two younger fon?, and difpofe of what 
remains by a will and teftament; and then I 
fhall have done all my bufinefs in this world* 
and fhall have nothing to do but prepare for 
the next. 

Oh, 
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Oh, my father ! faid Sir Robert, I cannot 
kfear your generofity ; you would give away 
all to others, and referve nothing for yourfclf* 
—Not fo, my Ton, faid the Baron : I will re- 
pair my old caftle in Wales, and refide there. 
1 will vifit my children, -and be vifrted by 
them: I will enjoy their happinefs, and by 
that means increafe my own ; whether 1 look: 
backwards or forwards, I (hall have nothing 
to do but rejoice, and be thankful to Heaven 
that has given me fo many bleffings ; I {hall 
have the comfortable reflexion of having dif- 
charged my duties as a citizen, a hufband, a 
father, a friend; and, whenever I am fum- 
moned away from this world, I fhall die 
content. 

Sir Robert came forward with tears on hi* 
cheeks; he kneeled to hrs father— Beft of 
parents, and erf 1 men ! faid he ; you have fub- 
dued a heart that has been too refra&ory to 
your will : you have this day made me fen- 
ftble how much I owe to your goodnefs and 
forbearance with me. Forgive me all that ia 
paft, and from henceforward dif r ofe of me ; I 
will have no will but yours, no ambition but 
to be worthy of the name of your fon.— * 
And this day, faid the Baron, de I enjoy the 
L 5 true 
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true happinefs of a father ! Rife, my fori, and 
take poffeflion of the firft place in my affection 
without referve. They embraced with tears 
on both fides : The company rofe, and con- 
gratulated both father and fon. The Baron 
prefented his fon to Lord Clifford, who em- 
braced him, and faid, — You fhall have my 
daughter, for I fee that you deferve her. 

Sir Philip Harclay approached ; the Baron 
gave his fon's hand to the Knight:— Love 
and refpeft that good man, faid he ; deferve, 
his friendfhip, and you will obtain it. No- 
thing^but congratulations were heard on all 
fides. 

When the joy was in fome degree re- 
duced to compofure, Sir Philip propofed that 
they fliould begin to execute the fchemes of 
happinefs they had planned. He propofed 
that my Lord Fitz-Owen fliould go with him 
to the caftle of Lovel, and fettle the family 
there, The Baron confented ; and both to- 
gether invited fuch of the company, as liked 
it, to accompany them thither. It was agreed 
that a nephew of Lord Graham's, another of 
Lord Clifford's* two gentlemen, friends of 
Sir Philip Harclay, and father Ofwald, fhould 
be of the fiarty; together with feveral of Sir 

Philip's 
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Philip's dependants and 4<>meftics, and the 
attendants on the reft. Lord Fitz-Owen 
gave orders for their fpeedy departure. Lord 
Graham and his friends took leave of them, 
in order tp return to his own home ; but, be- 
fore he went, he engaged his eldeft nephew 
and heir to the fecond daughter of the Lord 
Clifford: Sir Robert offered himfelf to the 
eldeft, who modeftly received his addrefs, and 
made no obje&ion to his propofaL The fa- 
thers confirmed their engagement* 

. Lord Fitz-Owen promifed to returji to the 
celebration of the marriage $ in the mean time 
fee ordered his fon to go and take poffeflion of 
his uncle's houfe, and to fettle his houfe- 
hold : He invited young Clifford,, and fqme 
other gentlemen, to go with him. The com- 
pany, ieparated with, regret, and with many 
promifes of friendfhip on all fides ; and tie, 
gentlemen of the North wejre to cultivate the 
good neighbourhood on both fides of the 
borders. 

Sir Philip Harclay and the Baron Fitz- 
Owen, with their friends and attendants, fet 
forwards for the caftle of Lovel ; a fervant 
\vent before,, at full fpeed, to acquaint the. 
family of their apprqacK. Edmund was in 

.. ,i L 6 great 
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great anxiety of mind, now the enfis of his 
fate was near at hand : He inquired of the 
meffenger, who were of the party ? and find- 
ing that Sir Philip Harclay wad there, and 
that Sir Robert Fitz-Owen ftaid \h the 
North, his hopes rofe above his fears. Mr. 
William, attended by a Servant, rode forward 
to meet them ; he defired Edmund to flay 
and receive them. Edmund was under fome 
difficulty with regard to his behaviour to the 
lovely Emma; a thoufand times his heart rofe 
to his lips, as often he fnppreffed his emo- 
tions ; they both fighed frequently, laid little, 
thought much, and wifhed for the event. Maf- 
ter Walter was too young to partake of their 
anxieties, but he wifhed for the arrival of his 
father to end them. 

Mr; William's impatience fpurred him* on 
t6 meet his father; as foon as he fkw him, he 
rode up dire&fy to'him : My dear father, you 
are welcome home ! jaid he.— I think not> 
Sir, faid the Baron, and looked ferious.— 
Why fo, my Lord ? faid William.— Becaufe 
it is no longer mine, but another man's home, 
anfWered he, and I rhuft receive my welcome 
from him. — Meaning Edmund? faid Wil- 
liam*— Whom *lfe can it be?— -Ah, my 

Lord! 



A GOTHIC. STORY. r 4 i 

Lord ! he is your creature, your fervant ; he 
puts his fate into your hands, and will fubmic 
to your pleafure in all things ! — Why comes ., 
he not. to meet us? faid the Baron.— His 
fears prevent him, faid William; butf r eak 
the word* and I will fetch him- — No, faid. 
the Baron, we will wait on hiin.-r-William; 
looked confuted : Is Edmund fo unfortunate, 
faid he, as to have incurred your difpleafure ? 
Sir Philip Harclay advanced, and laid his 
hand on William's (addle.— -Generous impa- 
tience! noble youth! faid he; look round 
you, and fee if you can difcover in this com- 
pany one enemy of your friend ! Leave to 
your excellent father the time and manner of 
explaining hjmfelf; he only can do jufticeto 
his own fentiments. The Baron failed on 
Sir Philip: William's countenance cleared 
upv they went forward, and foon arrived, at 
the Caftle of Level. 

Edmund was walking to and fro in the 
hall, when he heard the horn that announced 
their arrival; his emotions were fo great that 
hs could hardly fupport them. The Baron 
and Sir Philip entered the hall hand m hand; 
Edmund threw bimfelf at their feet,, and em- 
braced their knees* but could not utter a word* 

They 



2ft THE OLD ENGLISH BARON.- 

They railed him between them, and ftrove to 
encourage him : but he threw himfelf into the 
arms of Sir Philip Harclay, deprived of 
fhrength, and almoft of life. They fupport~ 
ed him to a feat, where he recovered by de- 
grees, but had no power to fpeak his feelings - r 
he looked up to his benefactors in the moft * 
afB&ing manner, he laid his hand upon his 
bofom, but was ftill filent. Compofe your- 
fdf, my dear fon, faid Sir Philip ; you are in 
the arms of >our beft friends. Look up to 
the happinefs that awaits- you; enjoy the 
bleffings that Heaven- fends you; lift up 
your heart in gratitude to the Create*, and 
think lefs of what you owe to the creature ! 
You will have time enough to pay us your 
acknowledgments hereafter. 

The company came round them^the feiK 
vants flocked into the hall y fhoutsoEjoy were 
heard on all fides ; the Baron came and took 
Edmund's hand: Rife, Sir, faid he, and do 
the honours of your houfe ! it is yours frpm 
this day : We are your guefts, and expeel: 
from you our welcome ! Edmund kneeled to 
the Baron, he fpoke with a faultering voice— 
My Lord, i am yours ! all that I have, is at 
your devotion ! difpofe of me as it pleafes you. 
I beft. 
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beft. The Baron embraced him with the 
greateft affedton : Look round you, faid he y 
and falute your friends \ thefe gentlemen 
came hither to do you honour. Edmund re- 
vived, he embraced and welcomed the gentle- 
men. Father Ofwald received his embrace 
with peculiar aiFe&ion, and gave him his be- 
nediction in a moft afFe&ing manner. Ed- 
mund exclaimed — Pray for me, father ! that, 
I may bear all thefe bleffings with gratitude 
and moderation ! He then faluted and {hook 
hands with all the fervants, not omitting the 
meaneft ; he diftinguiflied Jofeph by a cor- 
dial embrace, he called him his dear friend : 
Now, faid he, I can return your friendfhip, 
and I am proud to acknowledge it \ The old 
man, with a feultering voice, cried out — Now. 
I have lived long enough J I have feen my 
matter's fon acknowledged for the heir o£ 
Lovel ! the hall echoed with his words : 
Long live the heir of Lovel ! 

The Baron took Edmund's hands inrhis 
own : Let us retire from this crowd, faid he ; 
we have bufinefs of a more private nature to 
tranfaft. He led to the parlour, followed by 
Sir Philip and the other gentlemen. Where 
are my other children ? faid he. William 

retired, 
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retired, and prefendy returned with his bro*' 
ther and fitter. They kneeled to their lathe ry 
who raifed and embraced them.-^He thea 
called oat, William? — Edmund! — come and 
receive- my bleffing alfo : They approached 
hand in hand, they kneeled and he gave then* 
a folemn benediction — Your friendship de- 
ferves our praife, my children; love each 
other always f and may Heaven pour down 
its choiceft bleffings upon your heads ! They 
rofe and embraced in filent raptures of joy* 
Edmund prefented his friend to Sir Philip : I 
underftand you, faid he ; this Gentleman was 
my firft acquaintance of this family, he has a 
title to the fecond place in my heart : I fhall 
tell him, at more leafure, how much I love 
and honour him for his own fake as welt 
as yours. He embraced the youth, and 
defired his friendship. 

Come hither, my Emma f faid the Baron, 
She approached, with tears on her cheek T 
fcveetly blufhing, like the damafk rofe, wet 
with the dew of the morning, I mutt afk you 
aierious queftion, my child > anfwer me with 
the fame fincerity you would to Heaven. You 
fee this young man, the Heir of Loved ! Yoi* 
have known him long; confult your own, 

heart, 
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heart, and tell me whether you have any ob* 
jedion to receive him for your hufband. I 
have promi&d to all this company to give yoit 
to him ; but upon, condition that you ap- 
prove him : 1 think him worthy 6f you ; and, 
whether you accept him or not, he (hall ever 
be to me a foirj but Heaven forbid that I 
Ihould compel my child to give her hand 
where flie cannot beftow her heart! Speakfree- 
ty, and decide this point for me and for your- 
felf. The fair Emma blu&ed, and was un- 
der fome confufion 5 her virgin modefty pre- 
vented her ipeaking for fome moments. Ed- 
mund trembled ; he leaned upon William's 
fhoulder to fupport himfelf. Emma caft her eye 
upon him, flie faw his emotion, and haftened 
to relieve him ; fhe thus fpoke, in a foft 
voice which gathered ftrength as fhe proceeds 
ed — My Lord and father's goodnefs has al- 
ways prevented my wifhes ^ I am the hap- 
pieft of all children, in being able to obey his 
commands, without offering violence to my 
own inclinations : As I am called upon ii* 
this public manner, it is but juftice to thi-s 
gentleman's merit to declare, that, were I at 
liberty to chufe a huftand from all the world* 
he only fhould be my choice, who* I can fay* 

with 
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with joy^ is ijiy father's alfov Edmund bow* 
ed low, he advanced towards her; the Barorf 
took his daughter's hand, and prefente^ it td 
kirn ; he kneeled upon one knee, he took her 
hand, kifled it, and prefled it tb his bofom : 
The Baron embraced and (defied them * y he 
prefented them to Sir Philip Harclay — Re*^ 
ceive and acknowledge your children ! faid 
he.— I do receive them as the gift of Heaven ! 
(aid the noble Knight ; they are as much 
mine as if I had begotten them i All that I 
have is theirs, and (hall defcend to their chil- 
dren for ever# A frefli fcene of congratula- 
tion enfued j and the hearts of all the au- 
ditors were too much engaged to be able foon 
to return to the eafe and tranquillity of com- 
mon life* , 

. After they had refrefhed themfelves, and re«- 
covered from the emotions they had fuftained 
on this interefting occafion, Edmund thus ad- 
dreffed the Baron: — On the brink of happi- 
nefs I muft claim your attention to a melan*- 
choly fubjecT*. The bones of both my pa- 
rents lie unburied in this houfe ; permit me, 
my honoured Lord, to perform my laft duties 
to them, and the remainder of my life (hall be 
devoted to you an^ yours.^Certainly, faid 
. .. the 
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the Baron ? why have you not interred them ? 
«— My Lord, I waited for your arrival, that 
you might be certified of the reality, and that 
no doubts might remain.— I have no doubts, 
faid the Barpn : Alas ! both the crime and pu- 
nilhment of the offender leave no room for 
them ! — He fighcd,-— Let us now put an end 
tp this affair j and, if poflible, forget it for 
ever. 

If it will not be too painful to you, my 
Lord, I would entreat you, with thefe gende* 
men our friends, to follow me into the eafl: 
apartment, the fcene of my parents woes, and 
yet the dawning of my better hopes. 
. They rofe to attend him ; he committed 
the Lady Emma to the care of her youngeft 
brother, obferving that the fcene was too fo~ 
kmn for a Lady to be prefent at it. They 
proceeded to the apartment 5 he (hewed the; 
Baron the fatal clofet, and the place where the, 
bones were found, alfo the trunk that con- 
tained them ; he recapitulated all that parted 
before their arrival; he fliewed them the cof- 
fin where the bones of the unfortunate pain 
were depofited : He then defired the Baron to 
give orders for their interment. Noy replied* 
he, it belongs to you. to order,, and every one 

here 
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here is ready to perform it. Edmund then de- 
fired father Oiwald to give notice to the Friars 
of the Monaftery of St. Auftin y that, l¥ith 
their permiflion, the funeral fhould be folem- 
nteed there, and the bones interred in the 
church. He alfo gave orders that the clofet 
Ihould be floored, the apartment repaired, and 
put in order. He then returned to the other 
fide of the Caftle. 

Preparations being made for the funeral* it 
was performed a few days after, Edmund at- 
tended in perfon as chief mourner, Sir Philip 
HarcJay ts the fecond * Jofeph defired he 
might affift as fervant to the deceafed : They 
were followed by moil people of the village* 
The ftory was now become public, and every 
one blefled Edmund for the piety and devo- 
tion with which he performed the laft duties, 
to his parents.— Edmund appeared in deep- 
mourning ; die week after,he affifted at a ma& 
for the repofe of the deceafed. 

Sir Philip Harclay ordered a monument ta 
be ereded to the memory of his friends, with, 
the following infcription : 

" Praye for the foules of Arthur Lord 
** Lovele and Marie his wife, who were cut 
a off in the flowere of theire youthe, by the: 

a trecherye 
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* c trecbyer^ and crueltie of theire near* 
" kinnefmanne. Edmund theire onlie foone, 
« one and twentie yeares after theire deathe, 
u by the dire&ion of Heavene, made the djf- 
<c covery6 of the mannere of theire deathe, 
ic and at the fame time proved his own birthe. 
u He collected theire bones together, and inr 
u terred them in this place:— A warning 
" and proofe to late pofteritie, of the jut 
" tice of Providence, and the certaintie of 
" Retribution." 

The Sunday after the funeral, Edmund 
threw off his mourning, and appeared in a 
drefs fuitable to his condition* He received 
the compliments of his friends with eafe and 
cheerfulnefs, and began to enjoy his happU- 
neis. He afked an audience of his fair Mi£> 
"txefs, and was permitted to declare the pafr 
iion he had fo long ftifled in his own bofom. 
She gave him a favourable hearing, and in a 
fhort time confefled that (he had fuffered 
equally in that fufpence that was fo grievous 
to him. They engaged themfelves by mutual 
vows to each other, aqd only waited the Ba- 
ron's pleafure to complete their happinefc; 
every cloud was vanifhed from their brows, 
and fweet tranquillity took pofleifion of their 

bofoms. 
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feofoms. Their friends Shared their happinefs ; 
William and Edmund renewed their vows of 
cverlafting friendfhip, and promifed to be as 
much together as William's other duties 
would permit. 

• The Baron once more fummoned all his 
company together ; he fold Edmund all that 
had pafled relating to his brother-in-Jaw, his 
exile, and the pilgrimage of Zadifky ; he then 
related the circumflances of Sir Robert's en- 
gagement to Lord Clifford's daughter, his 
eftablifhment in his Uncle's feat, and his own 
obligations to return time enough to be pre- 
fent at the marriage : But before I, go, faid 
he, I will give my daughter to the heir of Lo- 
vel, and then I ihall have difcharged my duty 
to him, and my promife to Sir Philip Harclay. 

* You have nobly performed both, fard Sir 
Philip, and whenever you depart I fhall be 
your companion. — What, faid Edmund, am I 
to be deprived of both my fathers at once ? 
My "honoured Lord, you have given away two 
iioufes, where do you intend to refide ? — No 
matter, faid the Baron ; I know I fhall be 
welcome to both. — My dear Lord, faid Ed- 
mund, ftay here and be ftill the M after ; I 
fhall be proud to be under your command, 

and 
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and to be yourtfe^vantas wetf as your fon !«— 
No, Edmund, <faid the Baron, that would not 
now be proper ; this is your Caftle, you are 
its Lord and Matter, and it is incumbent on 
you to fhew yourfelf worthy cf the great 
things Providence hath done for you. — How 
fliaJl I, a young man, acquit myfelf of fo 
many duties as will be upon me, without the 
advice and : afliftance of my two paternal 
friends ? Oh, Sir Philip ! will you too leave 
mef once you gave me hopes — he flopped, 
greatly sffe<5ted. Sir Philip faid, Tell me 
truly, Edmund, do you really defire that i 
ihould live with you ? — As truly, Sir, as I de- 
fire life and happinefs! Then, my dear 

child, I will live and die with you ! They 
embraced with tears of affection, and Ed- 
mund was all joy and gratitude. My good 
Lord, faid Sir Philip, you have difpofed of 
two houfes, and have none ready to receive 
you ; will you accept of mine ? it is much 
at your fervice, and its being in the fame 
county with your eldeft fon, will be an in- 
ducement to you to refide there. The Baron 
caught Sir Philip's hand— *Noble Sir> I thank 
you, and I will embrace your kind offer ; I 
will be your tenant for the prefent ; my caftle 

in 
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in Wales (ball be put in repair* in the mean 
time ; if I do not refide there, it will be aii 
eftablifhroent for one of my youngeft fons : 
But what will yoa. do with your old foldiers 
and dependants ?— My Lord, I will never 
caft them off. There is another houfe on 
my eftate that has been (hut up many years; 
I will have it repaired and furnifhed properly 
for the reception of my old men : I will en- 
dow it with a certain fum to be paid annually, 
and will appoint a fteward to manage their 
revenue ; I will continue it during the lire* 
of the firft inhabitants) and after that I ihali 
leave it to my fon here, to do as he pleafes.--* 
Your fon, (aid Edmund, will make it the bu» 
finefs of his life to ad worthy of fuch a father* 
—Enough, find Sir Philip, I am fatisfied that 
you will. I purpofe to refide myfelf in that 
very apartment which my dear friend yotfr fa- 
ther inhabited ; I will tread in his footfteps, 
and think he fees me a&ing his part in his 
fon's family. I will be attended by my own 
fervants : and, whenever you defire it, I will 
give you my company; your joys, your 
griefs (hall be mine, I {hall hold your children 
in my arms, and their prattle {hall aia&ufe my 
old age : And, as my laft earthly wifh, your 

hands 
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hands fhali clofemyeyes. — Long, very Jong, 
faid Edmund (with eyes and hands lifted up) 
may it be ere I perform fo fad a duty !— 
Long and happily may you live together, 
faid the Baron ! I will hope to fee you fome 
times, and to claim a (hare in your bleifings. 
But let us give no more tears to forrow, the 
reft fliall be thofe of joy and tranfport. The 
firft ftep we take fliall be to marry our Ed- 
mund ; I will give orders for the celebration, 
and they fliall be the laft orders I fliall give in 
this^ houfe. They then feparated, and went 
to £repare for the approaching folemnity. f 
Sir Philip, and the Baron had a private con* 
ference concerning Edmund's afluming the 
name and title of Lovel. I am r refolve'd, faid 
Sir Philip, to go to the King ; to acquaint him 
bHdly_:wkk Edmund's hiitory ; I will requeft 
that he may be called up to parliament by a 
writ, for there is no need of a new patent, he 
being the true inheritor ; in the mean time he 
fliall affume the name, arms, and title, and I 
will anfwer any one that ihall difpute his 
right to them. Sir Phil p then declared his 
refolution to fet out with the Baron at his de- 
iparture, and to fettle all his other affairs be- 
M fore 
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fore he returned to take up his refidence at the 
Caftle. 

A few days after, the marriage was cele- 
brated, to the entire fatisfa&ion of all parties. 
The Baron ordered the doors to be thrown 
open, and the houfe free for all comers; 
with every other token of joy and feftivity. 
Edmund appeared full of joy without levity, 
of mirth without extravagance ; he received 
the congratulations of his friends, with eafe, 
freedom, and vivacity. He fent for his fofteV 
father and mother, 'who began to think them- 
felves neglefted, as he had been fo deeply en- 
gaged iti afiairs of more cdnfequence, that he 
had not been particularly attentive to them ; 
lie made them come into the great hall, and 
prefented them to his Lady. 

Thefe, faid he, are the good people to 
whom I am, under God, indebted for my pre- 
fent happinefs; they were my firft bene* 
fa&ors; I was obliged to them for food and 
fuftenance in my childhood, and this good 
woman nourifhed my infan^ at her own 
breaft. The Lady received V^m gracioufty, 
and faluted Margery. Andrew kneeled down, 
and, with great humility, begged Edmund's 
pardon for his treatment of him in his child* 
I hood. 
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hood. I heartily forgive you, faid he, and I 
will excufe you to yourfehV it was natural 
for you to look upon me as an intruder, that 
was eating your children's bread ; you faved 
my life, and afterwards you fuftained it by 
your food and raiment : I ought to have . 
maintained myfel^ and to have contributed 
to your maintenance- But, be&des this, your 
treatment .of me was the iirft of my prefer- 
ment } it recommended me to the notice of 
this noble family : Every thing that happen- 
ed to me face, has been a ftep to my prefent 
ftate of honour and happinefs. Never man 
bad (o many benefactors as royfelf j but both 
tjiey, and myfelf have been only inftruments 
in the hands of Providence, to bring about its 
own purpofes : Let us praife God for all ! I 
feared your poverty, and you will (hare my 
riches j I will give you the cottage where you 
dwell, and the ground about it 5 I will alfo 
pay you the annual Aim of ten pounds for the 
lives of you both 1 I will put out your chil- 
dren to manual trades, and affift you to pro- , 
vide for then^p their own ftation , and you 
are to look upon this as paying a debt,. an4 
not beftowing a gift : I owe you more than X 
can ever pay: and, if there be any thing fur- 
M 2 . ther 
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thcr in my power that will contribute to your 
happinefc, you can afk nothing in reafon that 
I will deny you. 

Andrew hid his face: I cannot bear it! 
faid he j Oh what a brute was I, to abttfe fuch 
a child as this \ I (hall never forgive rayfelf ! 
— You muft indeed, my friend, for I forgive 
and thank you, Andrew retired back, but 
Margery came forward ; (he looked earneftly 
on Edmund, (he then threw her arms about 
hjs neck, and wept aloud— My precious 
child ! my lovely babe ? thank God, I have 
lived to fee this day! 1 will rejoice in 
your good fortune, and your bounty to 
us, but I muft afk one more favour yet 5 
that I may fomerimes come hither and be- 
hold that gracious countenance, and thank 
God that I was. honoured fo far as to 
give the food from my own breaft, and 
to bring thee up to be a bleffing to me, 
and to all that know thee ! Edmund was 
affected, he returned her embrace; he bade 
her come to the Caftle as often as (he 
phafed, and fhe fhould always be received as 
his mother ; the bride faluted her, and told her 
the oftener fhe came, the more welcome fhe 
Lhould be. Margery and her hufband retired, 

full 
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full of bleffings and prayers for their happi- 
nefs } flie gave vent to her joy, by relating 
to the fervants and neighbours every circum- 
ftance of Edmund's birth, infancy, and child- 
hood : Many a tear was dropped by the audi- 
tors, and many a prayer wafted to Heaven for 
his happinefs. Jofeph took up the ftory where 
(he left it; he told the rifing dawn of youth, 
and virtue, darting its ray through the clouds 
of obfcurity, and how every ftroke of envy, 
and malignity brufhed away fome part of the 
darknefs that veiled its luftre: He told the 
ftory of the haunted apartment, and all the 
coofequences of it j how he and Ofwald con- 
veyed the youth away from the Caflle, no 
more to return till he came as mailer of it ; 
He clofcd the tale with praife to Heaven for 
the happy difcovery, that gave fuch an heir to 
the houfe of 1 ovel; to his dependents fuch a 
Lord and Matter; to mankind a friend and 
benefactor. There was truly a houfe of joy; 
not that falfe kind, in the mid ft of which 
there is heavinefs, but that of rational crea- 
tures, grftteful to the fupreme Benefa&or, 
raifwvg their minds, by a due enjoyment of 
cartWy Weffings, to a preparation fot a more 
perfeft (rate hereafter. 

M3 A few 
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A few days after the wedding, the Lord 
Fitz- Owen. began to prepare for his journey 
to the north. He gave to Edmund the plate, 
linen, and furniture of the Caftle, the farm- 
ing ftockand utenfils; he would have added 
a fum of money, but Sir Philip flopped his 
hand : We do not forget, faid he, that you 
have other children, we will not fuffer you to 
injure them > give us your bleffing and pa- 
ternal affe&ion, and we have nothing more to 
afk : I told you, my Lord, that you and I 
fhould one day be fincere friends. — We muft 
be fo, anfwered the Baron ; it is impoflible to 
be long your enemy : We are brothers, and 
(hall be to our lives end. 

They regulated the young man's houfehold; 
the Baron gave leave to the fervants to choofe 
their mafter; the elder ones followed him 
(except Jofeph, who defired to live with Ed- 
mund, as the chief happinefs of his life); 
moft of the younger ones chcfe the fervice of 
the youthful pair. There was a tender and 
affectionate parting on all fides. Edmund 
befought his beloved William not to leave 
him. The Baron faid, he muft infift on his 
being at his brother's wedding, as a due at- 
tention 
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tention to him 5 but after that he fhould re- 
turn to the Caftle for fome time. 

The Baron and Sir Philip Harclay, with 
their train, fet forward. Sir Philip went to 
London, and obtained all he defired for his 
Edmund 5 from thence he went into York- 
fhire, and fettled his affairs there, removing 
his penfioners to his other houfe, and putting 
Lord Fitz-Owen in pofTeffion of his own. 
They had a generous contention about the 
terms ; but Sir Philip infiftea* on the Baron's 
accepting the ufe of every thing there : You 
hold it in truft for a future grandchild, feid 
he, whom I hope to live to endow with it. 

During Sir Philip's abfence, the young 
Lord Lovel caufed the haunted apartment to 
be repaired and furnifhed for the reception of 
his father by adoption. He placed his friend 
Jofeph over all his men fervants, and ordered 
him to forbear his attendance ; but the o)d 
man would always ftand at the fide- board, 
andfeaft his eyes with the countenance of his 
own Matter's fon, furrounded with honour 
and happinefs. John Wyatt waited upon 
the perfon of his Lord, and enjoyed his fa- 
vour without abatement. Mr. William Fitz- 
Owen accompanied Sk Philip Harday from 

the 
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the north coantry> when he returned to taka 
up his refidence at the Caftle of Lovel. 
r Edmund^ m the arms of love and friendfhip, 
enjoyed with true relifh the bleflings that fuf- 
rounded him, with an heart overflowing with 
benevolence to his fellow-creatures, and rap- 
tures of gratitude to his Creator. His Lady 
and himfelf were examples of conjugal af- 
fe&ion and happinefs* Within a year from 
his marriage (he brought him a fon and heir, 
whofe birth renewed the joy and congratula- 
tions of all his friends : The Baron Fitz- 
Owen came to the baptifm, and partook of 
his children's bleflings. The child was called 
Arthur, after the name of its grandfather. 

The year following was. born a fecond fon, 
who was called Philip Harclay ; upon him the 
noble Knight of that name fettled his eftate in 
Yorkfhirej and by the King's permifiion, he 
took the name and arms of that family. 

The third fon was called William j he in*- 
berited the fortune of his uncle of that name, 
who^adopted him, and he made the Caftle of 
Lovel his residence, and died a bachelor. 
- „ The fourth fon was called Edmund ; the 
itfth Oweaj and there was alfo a daughter 
called £mma» 

When 
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When time had worn out the prejudices of 
Sir Robert Fitz-Owen, the good old Baron 
of that name propofed a marriage between: bis 
eldeft fon and heir, and the daughter of Ed- 
mund Lord Love), which was happily coiv- 
cluded. The nuptials were honoured with 
the prefence of both families * and the Old 
Baron was fo elevated with this happy union 
of his defcendants, that he cried out — Now I 
am ready to die ! I have lived long enough ! 
this is the band of love that unites all my 
children to me, and to each other f He did 
not long furvive this happy event 5 he died 
full of years and honours, and his name was 
never mentioned but with the deepeft marks 
of gratitude, love, and veneration* Sweet is 
the remembrance of the virtuous, ■ and happy 
are the defcendants of fuch a father ! they 
will think on him, and emulate his virtues ; 
they will remember him, and be afhamed ta 
degenerate from their anceftor. 

Many years after Sir Philip Harclay fettled 
at the Caftle, he received tidings from his 
friend Zadiiky, by one of the two fervants 
who attended him to the Holy Land. From 
hirahe learned that his friend had difcovered, 
by private advices, that he had a fon living in 

Paleftine 



afe THE OLD ENGLISH BARON: 

Paleftine, which was the chief motive of his 
leaving England ; that he had met with va- 
rious adventures in "purfirit of him j that at 
length he found him, converted him to th* 
Cbf iftian religion, and then perfaaded him to 
retire from the world into a monaftery by the 
fide of mount Libanus, where he intended to 
end his days. 

That Walter, commonly called Lord Lovd, 
had entered into the fervke of the Greek Em- 
peror, John Paleologus, not bearing to un- 
dergo i life of folitude and retirement j that 
be made up a (lory of his being compelled to 
leave his native country by his relation?* for 
having accidentally killed one of them* and 
that he wa$ treated with great cruejty and 
injustice i th^t he had accepted a poft in the 
emperor's army, and was foon after married 
tp the daughter pf one of the chief officers 
9f it. 

Zadifky forefaw, and lamented the down«* 
fell of that empire, and withdrew from the 
ftorm he faw approaching. Finally, he bade 
the meffenger tell Sir Philip Harclay and hi* 
adopted fon, that he fhould not ceafe to prajr 
for them, and defired their prayers in return* 

Sir 
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Sir Philip defired Lord Lovel to entertain 
this meflenger in his fervice. That good 
Knight lived to extreme old age in honour 
ajid happinefs, and died in the arms of his be- 
loved Edmund j who alfo performed the laft 
duties to his faithful Jofeph. 

Father Ofwald lived many years in the fa- 
mily as chaplain ; he retired from thence at 
length, and died in his own monaftery. 

Edmund Lord Lovel lived to old age, in 
peace, honour, and happinefs ; and died in 
the arms of his children. 

Sir Philip Harclay caufed the papers rela- 
ting to his fbn's hiftory to be collected toge- 
ther ; the firft part of it was written under his 
own eye in Yorkfhire, the fubfequent parts 
by father Ofwald at the Caftle of Lovel. 
All thefe, when together, furnifh a ftriking 
leflbn to pofterity, of the over-ruling hand of 
Providence, and the certainty of RETRI* 
BUTION. 
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